
  

 

Economic Commission for Europe 
Conference of the Parties to the  
Convention on the Transboundary 
Effects of Industrial Accidents 
Working Group on Implementation 
Forty-third meeting 
Geneva, 12–13 October 2021 

  Annotated provisional agenda of the forty-third meeting 

To be held remotely (through WebEx), starting at 9.30 a.m. and ending 
at 12.30 p.m on 12 October and 13 October.  

I. Provisional agenda 

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda. 

2. Implementation of the Convention, including reporting. 

3. Collection of good practices and exchange of information. 

4. Assistance and Cooperation Programme. 

a. Update on ongoing and planned assistance activities 

b. Implementation of the Strategic Approach: Self-assessments and Action Plans, 
and self-assessment e-tool 

c. Country dossiers and engagement strategies 

d. Teleconferences and engagement with beneficiary countries of the Assistance 
and Cooperation Programme on implementation issues 

5. Report and case studies on risk assessment.  

6. Next meetings. 

7. Other business. 

8. Closing of the meeting. 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

This provisional agenda was prepared by the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) secretariat, in consultation with the Chair of the Working Group. 

 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

Expected timing: 10 min 
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The Chair will open the meeting and invite the Working Group to adopt its agenda as set out 
in the present document. 

 2. Implementation of the Convention, including reporting 

Expected timing: 80 min 

The secretariat will report on the sending of high-level letters from the Executive Secretary, 
as requested by the Working Group at its forty-first meeting, to facilitate the submission of 
implementation reports from those countries which had not yet submitted their 
implementation reports for the ninth reporting period (2016-2018). 

The Working Group at its forty-first meeting agreed to analyse the implementation reports 
submitted after the deadline. The members of the Working Group will be invited to share 
their key findings from analysing these reports, including on possible additional good 
practices to add to the Tables on Good Practices. 

The Conference of the Parties at its eleventh meeting (Geneva and online, 7–9 December 
2020) requested the Working Group to update the reporting format and guidelines before 
initiating the tenth reporting round to facilitate concise reporting, including on progress made 
between reporting periods, though striving not to increase the reporting burden (para. 24, 
Decision 2020/2 on Strengthening the implementation of the Convention). It also reminded 
Parties to the Convention that the identification and notification of hazardous activities shall 
comprise mine tailings facilities and requested them to report on these as part of their national 
implementation reports (para. 8, Decision 2020/1 on Strengthening mine tailings safety in 
the UNECE region and beyond). The secretariat will present the feedback from the last 
Working Group on possible improvements to be introduced into the reporting format and 
guidelines. The Working Group will be invited to discuss the feedback and agree on the next 
steps for updating the reporting format and guidelines for the 10th round (2019–2022). 

Documentation: 

- Analyses of late implementation reports from the 9th reporting round (2016–2018), 
shared by the Working Group members in advance of the meeting 

- Ideas for improving the reporting format and guidelines of the 9th reporting round 

- Reporting format and guidelines for the 9th reporting round (2016–2018) 

Coffee/tea break: 15 min (11h00-11h15) 

 3. Collection of good practices and exchange of information 

Expected timing: 60 min 

The member of the Working Group from the Netherlands (lead Party), also Chair of the 
Working Group’s preparatory group1 for the organization of the seminar on good practices 
and lessons learned on the implementation of the Convention –held as part of a special 
session by the Working Group, open for all UNECE member States and interested countries 
(Geneva and online, 3-4 February 2022)– will report on the updated concept note and 
planning for the seminar, including on progress made by the preparatory group. The 
secretariat will introduce the draft agenda for the seminar, held under the auspices of the 
Working Group’s special session, which has been developed by the preparatory group in 
cooperation with the secretariat. It will also report on the preparation of an annotated draft 

  
 1 The members of the preparatory group include Mr. Pavel Chukharev (Belarus), Ms. Laura Vizbule 

(Latvia), Ms. Nicolette Bouman (Chair, Netherlands), Mr. Vitalii Mutaf (Republic of Moldova) and 
Mr. Raphaël Gonzalez (Switzerland). 

https://unece.org/9th-reporting-round
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/Decision%202020_2-.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/Decision%202020_1-.pdf
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agenda for the seminar. The Working Group will be invited to provide feedback on the 
concept note and draft agenda for the seminar. It may also wish to provide any other advice 
to the preparatory group, including on speakers and possible next steps. 

Documentation: 

- Updated concept note on the organization of the seminar on good practices and lessons 
learned in implementing the Convention 

- Draft agenda for the seminar on good practices and lessons learned in implementing the 
Convention 

****End of Day 1: approx. 12h15 and no later than 12h30**** 

***Start of Day 2: 9h30 am (dialling in as of 9h15)**** 

 4. Assistance and Cooperation Programme 

(a) Update on on-going and planned assistance activities 

Expected timing: 30 min 

The secretariat will present an update on ongoing and planned assistance activities under the 
current workplan, including on the following: Project on National Policy Dialogues for 
Industrial Safety in Central Asia (Phase I: Launch) (2020-2021); Subregional workshops on 
land-use planning and industrial safety for South-Eastern Europe (October 2021) and Central 
Asia (planned for 2022); launch of the National Policy Dialogues for Industrial Safety in 
Serbia (October 2021); envisaged country missions (2021-2022); the Projects to strengthen 
the safety of mining operations, in particular tailings management facilities, in Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan and beyond in Central Asia (2021-2023); and the Project on improving tailings 
safety in Kyrgyzstan, implemented in-kind by Germany. The Working Group will be invited 
to take note of the activities and provide advice on their implementation. 

(b) Implementation of the Strategic Approach: Self-assessments and Action 
Plans, and self-assessment e-tool 

Expected timing: 45 min 

The secretariat will inform the Working Group about the updated self-assessments received 
from Montenegro and Ukraine. It will also share information about the self-assessments and 
action plans received from Central Asian countries (four and three, respectively, see under 
“Documentation” below), which include specific needs and actions related to mine tailings 
safety and addressing Natech risks. The secretariat will also report on the development of 
action plans for the above four Central Asian countries’ to support the implementation of the 
recommendations related to the Convention, as contained in their Environmental 
Performance Reviews (EPRs). The Working Group will be invited to discuss these 
documents, take note of them and agree on next steps, including the provision of written 
feedback and the further monitoring of the implementation of the action items. 

The member of the Working Group from the Russian Federation who developed the self-
assessment e-tool will report on the feedback received by Working Group members after the 
last meeting and on the next steps planned to finalize the e-tool for use by beneficiary 
countries of the Assistance and Cooperation Programme. 

Documentation: 

- Updated self-assessments by Montenegro and Ukraine, available on the password-
protected web-page 

https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
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- Updated self-assessments (by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan) and actions plans (by 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan) with specific needs assessed and actions related 
to mine tailings safety and Natech risk management included, available on the password-
protected web-page 

- EPR action plans for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 

Coffee/tea break: 15 min (10h45-11h00) 

(c) Country dossiers  

Expected timing: 20 min 

The subregional groups will be invited to provide information on their updates to the country 
dossiers and, notably, the engagement strategies, made since the last meeting of the Working 
Group.  

The Working Group may wish to discuss and agree on the feedback and recommendations 
for the next steps in monitoring the Strategic Approach and engaging with beneficiary 
countries to support the Convention’s implementation. 

Documentation: 

- Country dossiers by the Working Group on Implementation, available on the password-
protected web-page 

(d) Teleconferences and engagement with beneficiary countries of the 
Assistance and Cooperation Programme on implementation issues 

Expected timing: 20 min 

The members of the Working Group will be invited to inform each other of their engagement 
with the beneficiary countries since the last meeting of the Group, inter alia, via 
correspondence and video-/teleconferences.  

The members will inform the Working Group which countries they had invited to a 
teleconference at the present meeting and conduct such teleconferences, in case scheduled.  

The Working Group will be invited to consider which countries should be invited to a 
teleconference at its next meeting and make respective proposals.  

Documentation: 

- Modus operandi for the Working Group on Implementation’s engagement with Parties, 
committed countries and other reporting countries (annex I of ECE/CP.TEIA/2018/11) 

 5. Report and case studies on risk assessment 

Expected timing: 20 min 

The member of the Working Group from Switzerland as lead Party for the activities on risk 
assessment, supported by the secretariat, will be invited to provide an update on the conduct 
of the study on risk assessment methodologies, the draft report and the responses received to 
a call for the submission of case studies. The Working Group will be invited to take note of 
and comment on the draft report, either during the meeting or thereafter in writing by 29 
October 2021. 

Documentation: 

- Draft report “Risk Assessment for Industrial Accident Prevention: An Introduction to 
Methodologies and Available Software Tools” 

https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
https://wiki.unece.org/login.action?os_destination=%2Fpages%2Fviewpage.action%3FspaceKey%3DTAAP%26title%3DSelf-Assessments%2Band%2BAction%2BPlans&permissionViolation=true
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2018/TEIA/CoP_10/E_11_ECE_CP.TEIA_2018_11.pdf
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 6. Next meetings 

Expected timing: 15 min 

The Working Group will confirm the dates and discuss the format of its next meetings:  

(a) 1-2 February 2022: Working Group on Implementation (meeting room in the 
Palais des Nations reserved);  

(b) 3-4 February 2022: Special session by the Working Group on Implementation: 
Seminar on good practices in implementing the Convention, with interpretation into English, 
Russian and French (hybrid, from a meeting room in the Palais des Nations, Geneva); 

(c) 15-16 June 2022 (tbc): Working Group meeting face-to-face or online. 

 7. Other business 

Expected timing: 10 min 

Members of the Working Group wishing to raise other business should contact the secretariat 
as soon as possible. 

 8. Closing of the meeting 

Expected timing: 5 min 

The Chair will close the meeting no later than 12.30 p.m. on 13 October 2021. 

 

    


