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UNECE projects to support development and 

implementation of UNFC and UNRMS in the EU and 

Beyond (Phase I: 2020-2024 & Phase II: 2024-2027)

Horizon Europe Projects (GSEU, FutuRaM, AGEMERA, 

VECTOR, CIRAN, SEMACRET…) 

Coordination Team & Network of Practitioners

UNECE Resource Management Week 

EU Raw Materials Week

UNECE ERGM and other documents 

UNFC in European Union

Dissemination and Implementation
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UNFC in European Union

National Workshops / Trainings outside UNECE
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Critical Raw Materials Act 

UNFC Provisions
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Critical Raw Materials Act 

UNFC Provisions
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As part of National measures on circularity, CRM recovery from 
extractive wastes is encouraged – UNFC is required when reporting on 
extractive waste facilities.  

UNFC Provisions

Strategic Projects

National Exploration 
Projects

Risk Monitoring

Extractive Wastes

UNFC Requirement

UNFC is embeded in the recognition of Strategic Projects – Project 
Promoters are required to classify their projects in UNFC for the 
Strategic Project Application to the Commission. 

Member States will have to intensify their National Exploration 
Programs – Exploration results are required to be reported in UNFC, if 
appropriate

New and existing projects are to be reported by the Member States to 
the Commission – UNFC is obligatory for monitoring new projects. 

Article 7: Criteria for recognition of 
Strategic Projects

Article 19: National exploration 
programmes

Article 21: Information obligations for 
monitoring

Article 27: Recovery of critical raw 
materials from extractive waste
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Critical Raw Materials Act 

Why UNFC?
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UNFC supports CRMA and its objective because it allows to: 

Classify the projects along value chain from exploration, mining, 

processing and recycling

Assess well environmental and social performance of the 

projects

Monitor development of projects over time

Easily bridge information from National and International 

reporting systems

Simple to use

Compare different resource projects (minerals, secondary raw 

materials including EoL, hydrogen, renewable energy …)
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EU Strategic Projects  

First Call for Applications
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170 New Projects 
will be classified in 

UNFC

https://single-market-
economy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-receives-high-
number-applications-responding-call-strategic-projects-

under-critical-raw-2024-08-23_en
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UNFC & Strategic Projects / preparation 

UNECE EGRM documents
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UNFC / preparation 

UNECE EGRM events

7th Event on UNFC & UNRMS | UNFC: The classification tool to support the EU Critical Raw Materials Act | 10 December 2024 | Brussels, Belgium



10
UNFC & Strategic Projects / preparation 

UNECE EGRM Trainings
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The trainings held on 6 June and 2 July 2024

Aim: To equip Project Promoters with the application of UNFC to 

Strategic Projects, as the classification of these projects in UNFC is a 

crucial part of the recognition process under CRMA 

UNFC to extraction, processing, recycling, and substitution projects 

(1ry and 2dry RMs) 

Over 125 total participants, with 92 different projects across the whole 

value chain

Follow-up training material: Guidance on applying UNFC to 

Strategic Projects for Project Promoters

UNECE EGRM Secretariat Helpdesk for Strategic Projects 



• Part of Training Materials

• Particularities 
• Extraction, processing, recycling, substitution

• UNFC is not a determining factor 

• UNFC supported by evidence

• (colored) Application Form included
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UNFC & Strategic Projects / preparation 
Guidance for Project Promotors



• The Role of UNFC for Strategic Projects in accordance with the Critical Raw Materials Act

• Purpose of UNFC Classification in Strategic Projects

• Eligibility Approach

• Overview of the Evaluation Grid

• Structure of the Grid and Evaluation Process

• Additional Explanations

• Balanced Judgment vs. Lowest Rank Prevails 

• Recommendations on Application

• Handling Discrepancies

• Expert Consultation

• Reaching Consensus

• Documentation and Reporting

• Confidentiality and Data Protection

• Evaluation Grid Tables for E axis, for F axis, 

• Evaluation Grid Table for G axis – Extraction, Processing and Recycling, Substitution
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UNFC & Strategic Projects / preparation 
Guidance for Project Verifiers
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Aim: 

• To support UNFC expert evaluators in the verification, and the 

classification of Strategic Projects in UNFC, while ensuring a 

consistent, transparent, and objective evaluation process

• Proposes a methodology based on “Controlling Factors” and “Key 

Terms” defined by the Strategic Project Application Form

Individual UNFC Evaluation Form

UNFC Expert Briefing for Strategic projects (10 October 2024) 

Supported by “Additional Instructions for Verifying UNFC in Strategic 

Project Applications”

Strategic Projects  

Support for UNFC Verifiers
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Main Focus: 

• Support UNFC implementation according to the CRM-Act across EU Member States

• UNFC Dissemination in Europe and beyond

How? 

• Continued consultancy and advocacy for DG GROW

• Coordination of UNFC-related activities

• Capacity Building, including UNFC focused Workshops and Trainings

• Engagement with Member States and promotional activities

• EU ICE-SRM support 

• EU CRM Act and other Templates

CRMA UNFC Support

Next Steps
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Thank you!

Invitation to attend:

https://irtc.info/irtc-2025/

Slavko Solar

Raw Materials Advisor
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