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Civil society plays a crucial role in transboundary water management , contributing to sustainable 
management and equitable access to shared water resources. Here are several key functions that civil society 
organizations (CSOs) typically fulfill in this context: 

1. Advocacy and Awareness-Raising 

Civil society organizations help raise awareness about the importance of transboundary water resources and 
advocate for their sustainable management. They engage communities, stakeholders, and policymakers to 
highlight issues such as water scarcity, pollution, and climate change impacts. 

2. Stakeholder Engagement 

CSOs act as intermediaries between local communities and governmental bodies. They facilitate dialogue 
among various stakeholders, including governments, local populations, and the private sector, ensuring that 
diverse voices are heard in decision-making processes. 

3. Monitoring and Accountability 

Civil society organizations monitor water quality and availability, as well as compliance with existing 
agreements and regulations. By holding governments and corporations accountable, CSOs help ensure that 
water governance is transparent and responsible. 

4. Capacity Building 

CSOs often provide training and resources to local communities, enhancing their capacity to engage in 
water governance but also in supporting locally led solutions. This includes educating communities about 
their rights, legal frameworks, and sustainable water management practices. 

5. Research and Data Collection 

Civil society contributes to the gathering and dissemination of data related to water resources. By 
conducting research, they provide valuable information that can inform policy decisions and highlight 
pressing issues. 

6. Conflict Resolution 

In regions where water disputes arise, CSOs can facilitate conflict resolution by promoting dialogue and 
collaboration among conflicting parties. They help build trust and find mutually beneficial solutions to 
water management challenges. 

 

 

 



7. Women at the centre of transboundary water management  

Women play a vital and often transformative role in transboundary water governance. Their involvement 
contributes to more equitable, sustainable, and effective management of shared water resources. Women, 
particularly in rural and indigenous communities, often possess valuable knowledge about local water 
systems, traditional practices, and sustainable resource management. This expertise is crucial for 
developing effective governance strategies that respect local customs and ecological realities. 

8. Policy Influence 

CSOs engage in policy advocacy, influencing national and regional water governance frameworks. They 
work to shape policies that are inclusive, equitable, and environmentally sustainable. 

Managing transboundary harm 

 Especially in the context of shared water resources, is a complex challenge that requires the active 
involvement of civil society. Here’s how civil society contributes to this critical aspect of transboundary 
water governance: 

Civil society organizations (CSOs) play a vital role in educating communities and stakeholders about the 
potential risks associated with transboundary water management. This includes issues like pollution, over-
extraction, and the impacts of climate change on shared water systems. 

CSOs advocate for policies and regulations that aim to prevent harm before it occurs. They push for the 
implementation of environmental safeguards, sustainable practices, and compliance with international 
agreements to protect shared water resources. 

Monitoring and Reporting 

Civil society organizations often take on the responsibility of monitoring water quality and usage across 
borders but can also support the Water Convention Secretariat in fielding challenges  and violations . They 
collect data on pollution levels, water availability, and ecosystem health, reporting findings to relevant 
authorities and the public to hold them accountable. 

Legal Action and Accountability 

When necessary, CSOs may pursue legal avenues to address transboundary harm. They can file complaints 
or lawsuits against entities that violate water management agreements or cause environmental damage, 
ensuring that responsible parties are held accountable. 

Conclusion 

In summary, civil society plays a multifaceted role in transboundary water governance, fostering 
collaboration, promoting sustainable practices, and ensuring that governance structures are inclusive and 
responsive to the needs of all stakeholders. Their involvement is essential for achieving equitable and 
sustainable management of shared water resources. 
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