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TitleGlobal meat production growth

Source: FAO, 2022

Global average annual growth rate in 

production 

1970 — 2020
Beef and buffalo meat +1.2%
Pig meat +2.3%

Poultry meat +4.5%
Sheep and goat meat +1.7%
Eggs +3.1%

Cow milk +1.4%
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Population growth

Rural Urban

Trends towards 2050

Source: UNDESA, 2018

Regions Consumption Production

High-income countries +26% +28%

Low- & middle-income countries +66% +65%

Sub-Saharan Africa +200% +336%

South Asia +100% +80%

Latin America and Caribbean +44% +52%

Meat production & consumption

(2012-2050)*

*Under a business-as-usual scenario (FAO, 2018)



TitleTerrestrial animal source food (TASF) availability in national food supplies

Average TASF in 
world food supply is 
383 (g/cap/day). 

TASF include: bovine 
meat, mutton and 
goat meat, pig meat, 
poultry meat, meat 
other, eggs & milk-
excluding butter.

Source: Source: FAO, 2021



Title

Source: FAO, 2018

Consumption of animal protein and food insecurity



Title

Source: FAO, 2023 (upcoming)

Meat supply and GDP
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TitleMeat contributes to recommended nutrient intakes

A serving of 100 grams of meat provides

Pregnant and lactating 
women & 

infants and young children

Adolescents & School-age children Adults and older adults

Source: Animal source foods contribute to healthy diets over the life course (fao.org) (1); Animal source foods contribute to healthy diets over the life course (fao.org) (2); Animal 
source foods contribute to healthy diets over the life course (fao.org) (3)

https://www.fao.org/3/cc5302en/cc5302en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc5303en/cc5303en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc5304en/cc5304en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc5304en/cc5304en.pdf


TitleMeat is rich in iron, a micronutrient essential to life

• Iron deficiency can cause lower cognitive development 
in children and extreme fatigue in adults

• More than 1 in 10 people in the world suffer from iron 
deficiency

Source: Animal source foods are rich in iron, a micronutrient essential to life (fao.org)

https://www.fao.org/3/cb7812en/cb7812en.pdf


Outcomes from the FAO Global 
Conference on Sustainable Livestock 
Transformation 25-27 September 2023



• About 740 people in-person from 96 countries
• 17 Ministers and high-level representatives of FAO Members 
• 112 representatives of non-state actors
• 85 resource people (e.g. speakers, panellists) 
• 150 young people from over 40 countries at the Global 

Youth Dialogue on Sustainable Livestock Transformation
• Over 15,000 views of virtual participation



Policy makers talked about Sustainable Livestock Transformation



Increasing demand for animal-source foods

Projected increase in demand 
for animal protein by 2050:

+ 20% compared to 2020



Challenges: why do we need the livestock sector to transform?



Livestock is part of solutions for Agri-food Systems 

Transformation for 4 Betters

“Sustainable Livestock Transformation Initiative”



Crop-Livestock-Soil Nutrient 
Cycling Systems

Biomass, Bio fertilizer, 
Soil health, Use of crop residue, 

Zero waste 

Balanced & 
healthy diets

Pastoral systems and 
livestock in drylands & 

rangelands

Biodiversity & 
Ecosystem services

Livelihood, women & 
youth employment,
rural development

Livestock’s contribution to 
healthy people and planet

Integrating livestock 
with agroforestry
Grazing with trees

Biogas & 
renewable 

energy

Food & 
nutritional 

security, essential 
micronutrients

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Ffigure%2FNutrient-cycle-in-crop-livestock-systems_fig1_332953350&psig=AOvVaw22bFoy3nR0EPzKpmlhzeJc&ust=1670522185134000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CBEQjhxqFwoTCPjTmZ2K6PsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAh


Highlights: FAO implementation at the country level in 2021

1. 
Building a global 

balanced narrative on 
Sustainable Livestock

(science and evidence based)

5.
Enhancing good 
practices and 

knowledge sharing 
(Members, producers and 

private sector)

4.
 Integrating work on 

animal production and 
health 

(incl. One Health, AMR, 
nutrition, biodiversity, climate 

actions, crop-livestock-soil 
nutrient cycling, dryland, 

market access)

3. 
Strengthening 

sustainable pathways 
and frameworks 

for subsectors 
(dairy, beef, poultry, egg, pig, 

goat, feed, small-scale farming 
and pastoralism)

2. 
Increasing investment
in the livestock sector

(Livestock Master Plans)

Cross-cutting and mechanisms:  Strengthened the work  through FAO’s strategies on One Health, Climate, Science and Innovation, 
Biodiversity, Nutrition, Youth, Policy on Gender Equality, Partnership and Investment, Private Sector Partnerships, Food Safety, AMR, 

Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources

Building more sustainable, efficient, inclusive, 
and resilient livestock sector for all

Sustainable

 Livestock Transformation Initiative

ONE FAO – ONE Health – ONE Livestock



Integrating work on animal production and health 

▪ Control of highly impact transboundary animal diseases 
(Avian Flu, ASF, FMD, PPR, etc) and antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) through the One Health and 
Progressive biosecurity pathways

• Building the capacity of national animal health 
services, national laboratories, and national 
emergency animal health management and improving 
the network of FAO Reference Centers (68 Ref Centers)

• Supporting the members for implementation of the 
food and agriculture components of National Action 
Plan on AMR

▪ Support sustainable management of animal genetic 
resources through the implementation of the Global Plan 
of Action for Animal Genetic Resources



Enhancing good practices and knowledge sharing 

135th Session of FAO Programme Committee, 13-17 March 2023

▪ Support livelihoods and resilience of small-scale livestock 
producers, including pastoralists, women, youth and other 
vulnerable groups

• Enhance small-scale livestock productivity and pastoralism

▪ Facilitate climate actions  

▪ Support efficient use of natural resources and reduction of 
environmental footprint

▪ Disseminate good practices of sustainable livestock production 
FAO Virtual Learning Center
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