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Tasks of the interoperability office

• Advises offices, departments, cantons, municipalities, 
etc. on the harmonisation of their administrative data

• Supports and coordinates standardisation and data 
harmonisation throughout the public administration

• Develops and operates the I14Y interoperability platform 
(https://www.i14y.admin.ch) 
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https://www.i14y.admin.ch/


EMBAG
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Art. 14 Interoperability platform

1. The Federal Statistical Office operates a public platform on the Internet on 

which the following information in particular is easily accessible either directly 

or via referencing in electronic form:

a) the metadata of structured electronic data sets of the Federal Administration, including 

the metadata of Open Government Data in accordance with Article 10; 

b) a list of the interfaces (APIs) referred to in Article 13 and the information necessary for 

their use, provided that information security is not jeopardised;

c) an overview of the services available electronically offered by public authorities.
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The I14Y functions

4

Directory
Interfaces / APIs

Concepts

I14Y is based on Data Catalog Vocabulary (DCAT)
I14Y offers all services via interface/API (API-first)

Datasets

Private metadata 
catalogue 

Public services

OGD datasets

</>

Metadata catalogue
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Use Cases

1. Transparency / principle of publicity / inventory 

2. Open Government Data

3. Reuse of concepts
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Reuse of concepts
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I14Y offers services via interface/API (API-first)

Concepts

https://api.i14y.admin.ch/api/public/v1/con
cepts/08dbf1a0-8d10-c75b-a0b4-

6a5c2873b2bc/codelist-entries/exports/json 

Cube Creator (Lindas)
Shared Dimension

https://api.i14y.admin.ch/api/public/v1/concepts/08dbf1a0-8d10-c75b-a0b4-6a5c2873b2bc/codelist-entries/exports/json
https://api.i14y.admin.ch/api/public/v1/concepts/08dbf1a0-8d10-c75b-a0b4-6a5c2873b2bc/codelist-entries/exports/json
https://api.i14y.admin.ch/api/public/v1/concepts/08dbf1a0-8d10-c75b-a0b4-6a5c2873b2bc/codelist-entries/exports/json


Reuse of concepts – example – I14Y
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https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/
08d94abe-5539-0948-818b-
b8286203ca64/description

https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/08d94abe-5539-0948-818b-b8286203ca64/description
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/08d94abe-5539-0948-818b-b8286203ca64/description
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/08d94abe-5539-0948-818b-b8286203ca64/description


Reuse of concepts – example – .Stat
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Statistical 
Metadata

System (SMS)

I14Y
Interoperability

platform

Stats.swiss
(.Stat)

https://stats.swiss/vis?pg=0&bp=true&snb=1&vw=tb&df[ds]=ds%3Adisseminate&df[id]=DSI_DIFF_LWZ_1&df[ag]=CH1&df[vs]=1.0.0&dq=8100....V.A&p
d=2016%2C2020&to[TIME_PERIOD]=false&ly[cl]=TIME_PERIOD&ly[rs]=LEERWOHN_TYP&ly[rw]=WOHN_ANZAHL&lc=en

https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/08dc23f0-d04d-2d2f-a9f5-9cea80695acf/description

https://stats.swiss/vis?pg=0&bp=true&snb=1&vw=tb&df%5bds%5d=ds%3Adisseminate&df%5bid%5d=DSI_DIFF_LWZ_1&df%5bag%5d=CH1&df%5bvs%5d=1.0.0&dq=8100....V.A&pd=2016%2C2020&to%5bTIME_PERIOD%5d=false&ly%5bcl%5d=TIME_PERIOD&ly%5brs%5d=LEERWOHN_TYP&ly%5brw%5d=WOHN_ANZAHL&lc=en
https://stats.swiss/vis?pg=0&bp=true&snb=1&vw=tb&df%5bds%5d=ds%3Adisseminate&df%5bid%5d=DSI_DIFF_LWZ_1&df%5bag%5d=CH1&df%5bvs%5d=1.0.0&dq=8100....V.A&pd=2016%2C2020&to%5bTIME_PERIOD%5d=false&ly%5bcl%5d=TIME_PERIOD&ly%5brs%5d=LEERWOHN_TYP&ly%5brw%5d=WOHN_ANZAHL&lc=en
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/en/concepts/08dc23f0-d04d-2d2f-a9f5-9cea80695acf/description


Reuse of concepts – example – 
Linked Data
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Statistical 
Metadata

System (SMS)

I14Y
Interoperability

platform

Lindas (Linked
data)

https://int.lindas.admin.ch/sparql/

https://int.lindas.admin.ch/sparql/


Reuse of concepts – example – 
LimeSurvey
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Statistical 
Metadata

System (SMS)

I14Y
Interoperability

platform

LimeSurvey

https://github.com/I14Y-ch/iSurvey
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/de/concepts/08dad447-fdc0-073a-b3f5-
b70f4b876faf/content

https://github.com/I14Y-ch/iSurvey
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/de/concepts/08dad447-fdc0-073a-b3f5-b70f4b876faf/content
https://www.i14y.admin.ch/de/concepts/08dad447-fdc0-073a-b3f5-b70f4b876faf/content


Reuse of concepts

Libraries:
• R library: https://gitlab.com/DSCC/fso-metadata
• Python library: https://pypi.org/project/fso-metadata/
• SAS library (intern)
These are now already outdated, and will be updated to 
correspond to our new APIs.

Other platforms referencing our concepts:
• Geocat.ch: example link
• eCH: eCH-0108
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https://gitlab.com/DSCC/fso-metadata
https://pypi.org/project/fso-metadata/
https://www.geocat.ch/geonetwork/srv/ger/catalog.search#/metadata/0fc42082-e42c-4e25-a89f-b998981ccd19
https://www.ech.ch/de/ech/ech-0108/6.0.0


Some figures

• 439 published concepts (264 in 2024)

• 250 unique users per week (rising)

• 40 organisations with local data stewards and 

• 127 Users of I14Y input in production

Dashboard: https://sharp-gould.185-66-108-249.plesk.page/ 
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https://sharp-gould.185-66-108-249.plesk.page/


Plans for 2025

• API Gateway improvements

• Historisation of changes and notifications

• Onboarding new cantons and organisations / User experience

• Automate data exchange with other catalogues

• Rework concept reuse in dataset structures

• Open source

• ...
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Discussion and
questions

Link to the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqpaAeJVkME
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