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Work of the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting
		Inspection of tanks for which the specified date for the intermediate inspection has passed
		Note by the secretariat
The secretariat reproduces hereafter a recommendation from the Joint Meeting to adopt and publish an interpretation concerning the applicable procedure if the specified date of the intermediate inspection has passed. The same information was transmitted to the 18th Session of the RID Committee of Experts’ standing working group by the OTIF secretariat.
		Introduction
1.	In document ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/2024/1, UIP submitted a text proposal to the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting (Berne, 25 - 28 March 2024) to clarify in RID/ADR that if the specified date for the intermediate inspection in accordance with 6.8.2.4.3 and the three-month tolerance period are exceeded, it is only necessary to carry out an intermediate inspection in accordance with 6.8.2.4.3. The aim of this proposal was to eliminate uncertainties among the inspection bodies, some of which are of the view that in this case, a periodic inspection must be performed in accordance with 6.8.2.4.2. 
2.	The RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting’s working group on tanks had examined document ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/2024/1 and noted the following in its report in document ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/172/Add.1:
“Item 2:	Inspection of tanks for which the specified date for the intermediate inspection has passed
Document:	ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/2024/1 (UIP)
6.	The document is based on earlier discussions on informal document INF.19 of the autumn 2023 session of the Joint Meeting where it was agreed that an intermediate inspection was required when the specified date for such an inspection has passed. However, depending on the time period that the inspection is overdue the own-er/operator may decide to have an intermediate or periodic inspection performed. To prevent misinterpretation additional wording is proposed.
7.	In the discussion the proposal has been modified as presented below. It was felt that it would be better to state that the specified date has “passed” rather than being “overdue” or “expired”. This has therefore been introduced into the proposal. The word “passed” could be used elsewhere but a check of the consequential amendments revealed that this would be complex and should be seen as future work.
Proposal 2 (for RID/ADR 2025)
Introduce a new third paragraph to 6.8.2.4.3 to read:
‘If the specified date of the intermediate inspection has passed, an intermediate inspection shall be performed or alternatively a periodic inspection may be performed in accordance with 6.8.2.4.2.’”

3.	The RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting noted that the proposed new stipulation was not a new provision, but only clarification for the competent authorities and their inspection services on the inspection of tanks for which the specified date for intermediate inspection has passed. To avoid interpretation issues until the new provision enters into force on 1 January 2027, the secretariats were requested to add this clarification to OTIF’s list of interpretations of RID/ Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)’s list of interpretations of ADR (see report ECE/TRANS/WP.15/AC.1/172, paragraph 11).
		Proposal
4.	In accordance with the decision of the Joint Meeting, it is proposed that the following interpretation be published on the ECE website:
“Procedure if the specified date of the intermediate inspection has passed
Interpretation:	If the specified date of the intermediate inspection has passed, an intermediate inspection shall be performed in accordance with 6.8.2.4.3 or alternatively a periodic inspection may be performed in accordance with 6.8.2.4.2.”
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