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Why urban trees matter 

When planned, funded and managed for the long-term investment in Urban trees and forests is a cost-
effective, nature-based solution to localize the SDGs and action for climate, biodiversity and other global 
and national goals.

REDUCE ENERGY CONSUMPTION
Up to 25% in shaded buildings

COOL CITIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS
Reduce ambient temperatures 8+ degrees Celsius

REDUCE EXPOSURE TO POLLUTION
Tree-lined streets reduce exposure to traffic pollution up to 50% 

FACILITATE WALKING, BIKING
Along green corridors, complementing public transit networks

IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH 
Proven to improve physical and mental health

ATTRACT SHOPPERS, DINERS, TOURISTS
Deliver vibrant streets and communities

BUILD INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES
Provide places for community gathering and recreation

REDUCE DISASTER RISK 
Stabilize soil and intercept water, reducing flood & landslide risk

PROTECT BIODIVERSITY
Form critical habitats and corridors for diverse species, pollinators 

INCREASE PROPERTY VALUES
Greener cities/neighborhoods may attract businesses to (re)locate

GROW FOOD IN CITIES
Urban food forests can address food deserts and enhance nutrition



Urban Balancing Act:
Ensuring Space for Sufficient Tree and Green Cover 

The 3-30-300 rule for greener, healthier, and more resilient cities
3         Everyone should be able to see at least 3 mature trees from their home and place of work or study; 

30       There should be a 30% tree canopy cover in each neighbourhood; 

300     The maximum distance to the nearest high-quality public green space should be 300 metres. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2021/dec/14/mature-trees-are-key-to-liveable-cities-housing-intensification-plans-must-ensure-they-survive?fbclid=IwAR0NeDubsFRQT0SDrfjQeJp6wlVDIor93O1ebUsOk0zGVP_WTg_Wm7bxE0M%E2%80%A6
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2021/dec/14/mature-trees-are-key-to-liveable-cities-housing-intensification-plans-must-ensure-they-survive?fbclid=IwAR0NeDubsFRQT0SDrfjQeJp6wlVDIor93O1ebUsOk0zGVP_WTg_Wm7bxE0M%E2%80%A6


Join Us to Protect, Grow and Expand 
Urban Tree and Nature Cover

The San Marino Regional Urban Forestry Action Plan was adopted 
at the UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) 
81st Session (Nov 2023)

The 82nd session of COFFI (Nov 2024) invites delegations to 
nominate national focal points to contribute to an Informal Task 
Force on the Implementation of the San Marino Regional Urban 
Forestry Action Plan

Interested to contribute to the Task Force?

Members of the UNECE Committee on Urban Development, Housing and 
Land Management are invited to contact the UNECE Forestry and Timber 
Section: Ms. Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab, liliana.annovazzi-jakab@un.org

https://unece.org/forestry-timber/documents/2023/12/san-marino-regional-urban-forestry-action-plan#:~:text=Adopted%20by%20the%20UNECE%20Committee%20on%20Forests%20and%20the%20Forest
mailto:liliana.annovazzi-jakab@un.org


Thank you

Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab 
liliana.annovazzi-jakab@un.org

Daniel Griswold
daniel.griswold@un.org
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