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Pilot project:

The assignment consists in inventory of the dams in Isnovat River Basin, a tributary to the Bic River, Dniester River Basin in 
particular.

1. Inventory of all (legal and illegal) dams constructed in the Isnovat River Basin, including information about the owners of the 
dams, description of the state of the dams (and all the hydrotechnical constructions).
2. Elaboration of proposals, if any, based on the Methodology on the identification of lakes designed for liquidation which can be 
removed to restore the river flow, indicated the possible sources of finance to perform such works, with economic, social, and 
environmental benefits.
3. Presentation the results of the inventory to the Agency “Apele Moldovei” during a public meeting, including possible proposals 
for improving the state of dams, with representatives from Bic River Basin Commission and Dniester River Basin Committee.

Ultimate results of services
 
1. A full and up-to-date report of all relevant data gathered, including the results of the inventory,
2. The list of proposed dams to be removed (if any), elaborated in accordance with the Methodology on the identification of 
lakes designed for liquidation,
3. Assignment Completion Report, including the results from the public meeting.

Knowledge and expertise that will be transferred to EAP
EAP will benefit from consultants extensive expertise in the Moldovan hydrographical and hydroengineering network, as well as 
the governance of the Republic of Moldova (to suggest feasible recommendations) building experience.



The current situation:

The hydrographic network of Moldova consists of more than 3 000 rivers and streams, although only 8 are longer than 100 km. 
The network forms three hydrographic basins that were grouped into two river basin management districts (RBMDs) in 2013. The 
Dniester (Nistru) RBMD in the east and north-east covers 57% of the country’s territory, while the Prut-Danube-Black Sea RBMD 
in the west and north-west spreads over 45%. 

Most of the dams on small rivers in Moldova, were built app. 40 years ago. In due time almost all the reservoirs became silted, 
and the dams are in poor conditions, which in case of fail may cause floods. Thus, to avoid any possible disaster, Agency “Apele 
Moldovei” is planning to conduct an inventory of all the dams. This will give the opportunity decide on what to do with the 
specific dam or reservoir.



The Isnovat River Basin: The Ișnovăț River Basin is located in central part of the country. 
The Ișnovăț River is a tributary of the Bic River, which is a 
tributary of the Dniester River. The Ișnovăț River is a 
watercourse located in the central part of the Republic of 
Moldova, serving as a right tributary of the Bâc River. With a 
length of 59 km, the river traverses the central region of the 
country, influencing both the landscape and the economic 
activities in the area. The basin area of the Ișnovăț River covers 
371 km².



Key results: - office 

works

Identification of dams by intersecting reservoirs 

with watercourses
Manually identified dam of an emptied reservoir.Reservoirs formed by excavation (copanca) 

without a dam.



Key results: - field works

Conducting topographic measurements.



Key results: - data management



Ponds without water 
at the time of the 
inventory:

40%

Dams ownership:
• privately owned dams;
• owned by the state or state 

agencies;
• dams owned by local public 

administrations;
• unregistered dams.

Key results:

Destroyed/liquidated:

21

Total identified
dams:

70

Existing at 
present:

49



Challenges:

Methodology for the identification of ponds and reservoirs for disposal – not approved till now

Draft Methodology for the identification of ponds and reservoirs for disposal has been developed under the SDC/ADA project. 
However, this methodology requires substantial refinement and adjustment to the relevant legislation, including the Water Law 
No 272/2011 and urban planning regulations, and once finalized the methodology is to be promoted for approval by 
Government decision.



• Implement a regular maintenance program for dams, including 
periodic inspections, vegetation removal, and monitoring of 
structural condition to prevent further deterioration;
• Conduct a detailed study to assess the impact of dams on local 
ecosystems, including flora and fauna;
• Clarify the legal status of unregistered dams and include them in 
official records to facilitate their management and maintenance;
• Enhance cooperation among dam owners (private, state, and 
local public administration) to ensure effective management of 
dams and water resources;
• Liquidation dams that do not meet technical standards as 
determined by technical assessments.

Recommendations:
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