
Chapter 5: 
Data sources



Objectives

1. Identify and describe the major 
international data sources that can be 
useful for identifying well-being indicators

2. Discuss the potential for identifying 
additional data sources at national level 
(e.g. use of administrative data), including 
some case study examples

3. Identify the gaps that exist and consider 
what potential new data sources may be 
needed



International databases



International survey data sources



Description 
of surveys



Purposes and sources

The choice of data source may be guided by the relative importance of 
different ways of utilizing indicators of well-being. 

Three common purposes of well-being measurement are:

1. international benchmarking and comparisons; 

2. analysis of within-country differences according to region or 
population sub-group; 

3. tracking of trends over time. 



Criteria to consider in selecting sources

1. Historical data

2. Frequency of coverage

3. Speed of availability

4. Population coverage

5. Disaggregation potential – regions and sub-groups

6. International harmonization

7. Data quality



Additional 
guidance

Building an indicator set using national survey and 
administrative data sources

▪ Case study from Netherlands

Developing a longer term strategy to fill gaps including

1. Topic gaps

2. Excluded sub-groups

▪ Case study from [Country]
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