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Welcome and Introduction

• Overview of Workshop

• The UNECE ESD SC Strategic Plan: 
          Quality education strand

• Key ambitions of this work

• Inspiring examples and quality education

• Student led quality intiatives

• Priorities and future activties





Q. What do we mean by Quality in the 
UNECE ESD Strategic Plan? 

• Embedding ESD into - education standards and 
quality framework as well as, resources associated 
with assessments, certification, reviews.

• Effectively involve quality professionals – ie who 
oversee education quality enhancement, teacher 
professional standards, learning standards, learner 
assssesments, institutional reviews, professional and 
programme certification; of have some responsibility 
for this agenda in education.

• Avoid top-down approaches – engage youth and 
students to drive quality dialogues and reviews. 



Whilst great strides have been taken to
transition our education practices

towards SD, changes to education
systems are taking place at a much
slower pace.

Little attention has been paid to quality
criteria, assurance and enhancement
systems. Failed to reach these
important education stakeholders.

Quality education has the potential to
have catalytic impact across the
education system

WHY QUALITY EDUCATION ?



Quality Education
NEEDS:

There is a need to:

• build up the work of champions to extend work beyond
small circles of influence.

• Deepen good practices that defies greenwashing and
poor practices that take us in different directions.

• Connect work across different aspects of the
school/university/college/centre

This can be done by:
o Recognising the need for quality standards and

frameworks in policy documents
o defining educational quality criteria and processes
o Building networks and capacity for quality



Learning from Experience:

There are a handful of national 
initiatives that have brought 
together ESD and quality 
education concerns. 
It is proposed that these efforts 
are considered today and that 
colleagues who led the work 
are invited to participate in an 
advisory capacity.



COMPONENTS OF THE QUALITY SYSTEM

• Teacher professional standards: training, 
recruitment and career progression
- Examples: Hungary and Scotland National Standards (FE)

• Certification of non-formal education provision
– Examples: NUN Hamburg Germany  (NFE)

• Institutional reviews
- Examples: Andorra (HE)

• Quality enhancement processes led by students
– Examples: UoG (HE) 

• Quality assessment: graduate and learner 
outcomes:  

– Examples:  Australia (HE); CUPA (FE)





Quality Education Professionals

• Education institutions, bodies and centres have internal and 
external quality assessment mechanisms that add value to the 
educational experience of students and maintain standards

• This strand is seeking to work closely with the qualified 
professionals that oversee the quality enhancement and
assurance and have responsibility for this agenda in education.

• They work in pre-schools, schools, colleges and universities, NGOs 
and museums, government authorities or national agencies and
are trained specifically to recognise good practice, support 
educational change and ensure equal opportunities across the 
educational systems. 

• Many of these quality professional have not encountered ESD or 
have had limited engagement but are in their posts because they 
are committed to improving learning and teaching experiences 
more broadly in education. 



Quality Education Strand: Challenges

– As with other strands, there is the issue 
that ESD is misunderstood or 
superficially interpreted as the adding 
of themes into the existing curriculum. 

– Addressing ESD requires revising the 
‘how’ pedagogical & assessment 
approaches, as well as the ‘what’ or 
content & outcomes.

– The initiatives emerging from this 
strand of work may find it difficult to 
get traction not must prior engagement 
with ESD in quality education circles.

– Another challenge is to ensure that 
the efforts promote a WIA 

– It is recommended that a list of 
head of national quality agencies 
is developed. Varies between 
countries.

 
– The biggest challenge is finance. 

Efforts will need funding and 
identifying a grant authority, a 
donor or several donors from the 
different components of this strand 
that will be vital to successfully 
attaining the outcomes outlined 
above. 



Please Consider

Q. Who are the quality government 
agencies or other bodies or groups 
that are relevant to this work?

Q. How and when do you engage 
with quality professionals?

Q. Can you share examples of work 
relevant to this strand?

Q. Would you like to join the Working 
Group?


