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• The  Orga n iza t ion  fo r  Se cu r it y a n d  Co-op e ra t ion  in  
Eu rop e  is the  world ’s la rgest regiona l security 
organ iza tion

• The  OSCE has a  com prehensive  approach  to  security 
encom passing t h re e  d im e n sion s

• 57 p a r t icip a t in g St a t e s  (*)
• 13 Fie ld  op e ra t ion s  in  Sou th - Easte rn  Europe , Easte rn  

Europe , Sou th  Caucasus and  Cen tra l Asia  

Wh a t  is  th e  OSCE

Econ om ic-En viron m e n t a l Dim e n sion
Key Objective : Enhanced  security and  stab ility th rough  
in te rna tiona l co-ope ra tion  on  econom ic and  
environm enta l issues 

(*) +6 Medit e rra nea n Pa rt ners for Co-opera t ion: Algeria , Egypt , Isra e l, Jorda n, Morocco a nd Tunisia



Good  En viron m e n ta l Gove rn a n ce

Close  co-ope ra tion  with  gove rnm enta l 
au thoritie s, UNECE, UNEP, UNDP, in te rna tiona l 
organ iza tions, civil socie ty, NGO, the  business 
com m unity and  othe rs.

Support the  pSs in  the  im plem enta tion  of 
Mu lt ila t e ra l En viron m e n t a l Agre e m e n t s  
(Wate r Conven tion , Espoo Conven tion , Aarhus 
Conven tion…)

Good  Environm enta l Governance  has been  part 
of the  OSCE politica l com m itm ents sta rting from  
the  1975 He ls in k i Fin a l Act . Seve ra l othe r key 
docum ents exp licitly re fe rs to  good  gove rnance  
in  environm enta l m atte rs



The  UNECE Espoo Conven tion  was negotia ted  in  la te  1980s, 
adop ted  and  signed  in  Espoo (Fin land) in  1991.
It en te red  in to  force  in  1997 with  16 Partie s, cu rren tly it has 45 
Pa r t ie s
Key princip le s: the  Partie s sha ll take  a ll appropria te  and  
e ffective  m easures to  p reven t, reduce  and  con tro l a d ve r se  
t ra n sb ou n d a ry e n viron m e n t a l im p a ct  from  proposed  
activitie s; EIA prior to  a  decision  to  au thorize  or unde rtake  a  
p roposed  activity

The  Protocol on  St ra t e gic En viron m e n t a l Asse ssm e n t  widens the  scope  of the  Espoo Conven tion  by 
ensuring tha t ind ividual Parties ana lyse  the  environm enta l e ffects of p roposed  p lans, p rogram m es and  
stra tegic actions a t the  earlie st stages and  in tegra te  the  find ings in to  decision-m aking

Th e  Espoo Con ve n t ion  a n d  Pro tocol on  SEA
UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a  Transboundary Context and its Protocol on Stra tegic 

Environmenta l Assessment 



• Se t of d rawings in  a  ca rtoon  style  a im ed  to  illustra te  
the  sp ir it  o f t h e  Con ve n t ion  a n d  it s  Pro t oco l

• Raising a w a re n e ss on  key a reas of the ir app lica tions 
and  basic ob liga tions

• Explana tion  of fu n ct ion in g a n d  b e n e fit s

Espoo  Con ve n t ion  a n d  Pro tocol on  SEA 
Se le cte d  e le m e n ts  in  p ictu re s

w w w.osce .o rg/ oce e a / 488110
Ava ilable in English, Russian, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Ta jik, 
Uzbek, and Turkmen languages



Pu b lica t ion  a n d  vide o  on  th e  “Pro tocol on  
St ra te gic En viron m e n ta l Asse ssm e n t  (SEA)” 

The materia l is ava ilable in English, Russian, Kazakh, Ta jik, Uzbek and Turkmen languages  

The  b rochure :
• In t rod u ce s  t h e  SEA p roce d u re  as se t ou t in  the  Protocol with  

re fe rence  to  its p rovisions.
• Presen ts b e n e fit s of SEA while  re ct ifyin g m iscon ce p t ion s  

regard ing th is p rocedure . 
• Provides background  in form ation  on  the  origins of SEA, and  

p ra ct ica l e xa m p le s  of the  im plem enta tion  of SEA. 
The  video:
• is a  short and  visua lly a ttractive  in troduction  to  SEA 

as ou tlined  in  the  UNECE Protocol on  SEA. The  video 
p resen ts SEA process, its bene fits and  its poten tia l as 
a  t oo l fo r  gre e n in g e con om ie s



• Con su lt a t ive  m e e t in gs  on  EIA and  SEA in  
Sou th -Easte rn  Europe  (Vienna , Dec. 2021 and  
Dec. 2023)

• Participa tion  of Nationa l Foca l Poin ts from  the  
coun trie s in te re sted  by the  Bu ch a re s t  
Agre e m e n t

Act ivit ie s  in  Sou th -Ea ste rn  Eu rope

Act ion  p la n  to  support e ffective  app lica tion  of transboundary EIA and  SEA 
procedures in  the  Sou th -Easte rn  European  coun trie s (upda ted  May 2024)
Tip s  & Tools  for e ffective  transboundary Stra tegic Environm enta l Assessm ent 
and  Environm enta l Im pact Assessm ent



50+ Aarhus Centres in :
• Kazakhstan , Kyrgyz Republic, Ta jikistan , Turkm enistan , Uzbekistan
• Bela rus, Moldova , Ukra ine  
• Arm enia , Azerba ijan , Georgia
• Albania , Bosnia  and  Herzegovina , Montenegro, Se rb ia , North  

Macedonia

h t t p s :/ / a a rh u s .o sce .o rg

Th e  Aa rh u s Ce n t re s n e twork

Since  2002, the  Aa rh u s  Ce n t re s a ss is t  gove rn m e n t s  in  
fu lfilling the  requ irem ents of the  UNECE Conven tion  on  
Access to  In form ation , Pub lic Participa tion  in  Decision-
Making, and  Access to  Justice  in  Environm enta l Matte rs 
(Aarhus Conven tion) and  a ss is t  t h e  cit ize n s  in  
unde rstand ing and  exe rcising the ir righ ts

“…new institutions, such as the “Aarhus Centres” established in severa l countries, have been crea ted to rea lize its goa ls.” 
UN Secre ta ry-Genera l Kofi Annan’s we lcom ing m essage  to  the  II MoP of the  Aarhus Convention  in  Alm aty (2005)



• Opera tiona lly linked  to  the  Aa rh u s  Ce n t re s  Ne t w ork  coord ina ted  by the  OSCE
• Coopera te s with  UNECE Aa rh u s  Con ve n t ion  Se cre t a r ia t  to  bolste r the  im plem enta tion  

of the  Conven tion
• Works with  the  UNEP/ MAP Se cre t a r ia t  to  advance  Aarhus Conven tion  in  the  

Medite rranean  and  fu rthe r con tribu te  to  the  “Medite rranean Accession  Agenda  to  the  
Aarhus Conven tion”

Esta b lish m e n t  of MEPIELAN Aa rh u s Ce n t re
Purpose : To promot e  a nd e ffect ive ly implement  t he  Aa rhus 
Convent ion regime a t na tiona l and regiona l (Medit e rra nea n) 
level, and, a t the same time, to foster innova tion in fiducia ry 
governance of susta inability a t a ll levels through building 
pa rt icipa t ory democra cy for environment  a nd energy, in 
order to effectively and comprehensively protect the continuity of 
interests of present and future genera tions

MEPIELAN: Mediterranean Programme for Interna tiona l Environmenta l Law and Negotia tion (Athens, Greece)



THANK YOU

Christian  Melis – Environm enta l Governance  Office r
Office  of the  Co-ord ina tor of OSCE Econom ic and  Environm enta l Activitie s

Christian .Melis@osce .org 
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