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Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire

§ 44 replies in 2023, an increase of 2 from previous year

§ JFSQ Questionnaire issued 9 April 2024

§ UNECE and Eurostat Deadline: 10 June

§ FAOSTAT upload August and December

§ Resources not available for data checking in 2023 (UN liquidity crisis)

§ Central Data Platform under development for JFSQ
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Timber Forecast Questionnaire 2024

• 28 replies in 2023, an 
increase of 7 from 
previous year

• Some member States 
reply with few data points.

• The proposed deadline for 
TFQ 2024 is 1 October 
2024. 

• The questionnaire will be 
sent by 30 August 2024.
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Joint Wood Energy Enquiry

• 26 replies to JWEE for 2021 data
• 4 member States resumed submitting data
• 6 member States that provided data in 2019 didn’t provide data in 

2021

• Only 12 member States have consistently reported for 2009-
2021
• Gaps in reporting can make it more difficult to evaluate regional trends
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Existing Statistical Systems

• Data Collection
• Excel-based data collection, processing and validation 
• The UNECE version of the JFSQ for 2023 data requests 888 data points
• Access database (For JFSQ and TFQ) created in 2002 is used for storage
• Data uploaded UNECE website (Excel File) and provided to FAO for upload to FAOSTAT. 

• High share of manual work 
• National replies individually checked in Excel
• Summary log of changes drafted for validation by correspondents 
• Significant data processing required after exporting data from Access to develop output 

tables (e.g. for FPAMR)
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Existing Statistical Systems

• Each product code is reviewed in Excel using checks based on:
• Apparent Consumption or Net Trade
• Change from prior year/historical values and ratios
• Regional Average Unit Price
• Discrepancies between aggregates and disaggregates
• Missing Quantities
• Unit and conversion factor errors
• Wood balance
• Third party sources (COMTRADE)
• Exchange with national correspondents

• Changes are documented in a log shared with the national correspondent
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Central Data Platform

• Currently developing platform with capabilities to partially automate 
data exchange and processing for JFSQ by secretariat

• A version with an interface for national correspondents could be 
developed after the Secretariat pilots the platform 

• The ToS expressed strong interest in 
• Enhanced data visualization and dissemination capabilities as 

part of the platform
• Including and linking the JWEE, TFQ, JFSQ and potentially other 

data sets on the platform
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Central Data Platform

• The JFSQ dataset dates to 1964.
• We must be careful not take it for granted even if it seems routine. 

Its value should be recognized.
• Modern data collection and dissemination requires appropriate 

information technology (IT) resources.
• However, the Secretariat has never received regular budget (RB) IT 

resources for forest product and wood energy statistics.
• Requests for RB have been unsuccessful to date.
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Central Data Platform

• The ToS strongly supported a proposal to 
fund a multi-year, multi-donor project to 
support the digitalization of forest products 
and wood energy statistics, via the Central 
Data Platform, and requested that member 
States contribute to such a project

• This would allow for the development of 
additional features requested by the ToS
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Central Data Platform

• These features could, for example:
• Strengthen capacity for data analytics and elaboration of data briefs and publications 
• Greatly enhance capacity and flexibility to assess trends and their drivers 

• Dramatically improve outreach and dissemination capacity
• Reduce reporting burden on member States and the Secretariat

• Significantly improve the speed and quality of data availability

• Allow for partial data submission, easier revision of datapoints
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• Team Leader:  Mr. Francisco Aguilar 
• Deputy Leader:  Mr. Branko Glavonjic, Ms. Ewa Leszczyszyn, Ms. Graça Louro and Mr. 

Holger Weimar 
• Members: 64 members, of which 23 female (to reach 65 members and 28 Countries, new 

member from Romania)

ToS on Forest Products and Wood 
Energy Statistics
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ToS Activities

• Expert technical support to enhance 
data quality and availability (JFSQ, TFQ, 
and JWEE)
• Example of related contributions: 2023 

Data Brief “Wood pellets and wood fuels”.

• Two ad hoc task groups were created 
to address specific questions on
• Wood removals
• Wood energy
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ToS Activities

Since the 2023 Joint Working Party:
• 16 January 2024: ToS Leadership meeting
• 20-21 May 2024: 3rd Meeting of the Joint ECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest 

Products and Wood Energy Statistics (Geneva)

• Ad hoc Task Group Meetings:
• 5 April 2024: Ad Hoc Task Group on Wood Energy Statistics
• 20 March 2024: Ad Hoc Task Group on Removals Statistics

• Working meetings: 11 August 2023, 8 Sept 2023, 18 Sept 2023
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Ad hoc task: Wood removals
• Task: Review of statistics regarding removals to share information, identify gaps 

and inconsistencies in definitions and methodologies
Coordination: Mr. Michal Synek, Ms. Graça Louro 

• On 21 May 2024 the Coordinators of the ad hoc Task Group on Wood Removals 
updated the ToS, including on proposed template for country profiles of removals 
statistics. 

• ToS offered recommendations to the drafted country profile template to ensure the 
collection of quality data which were all welcomed by the Coordinators.  

• Expected output: Summary of the responses to the country template to identify 
inconsistencies, gaps and opportunities for data improvements regarding wood 
removals. 

• Aim: Complete activities during calendar year 2025
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Ad hoc task: Wood removals
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Ad hoc task: Wood energy

• Task: Review of methods of data collection to better respond to policy questions on 
wood energy supply-chain

• Coordination: Ms. Consuelo Brandeis, Mr. Sebastian Glasenapp 
• On 21 May 2024 the coordinators presented an update on the work done to date, 

including the proposed outline for a manuscript on wood energy metrics relevant to 
policy issues, with the ToS offering feedback.

• Output: compilation of policy-relevant wood energy metrics derived from the JWEE, 
and accompanying technical report pointing to gaps, inconsistencies and 
opportunities to inform policy debates revolving around climate mitigation, cascading 
principles, sustainability, energy security

• Aim: Complete activities during calendar year 2025



Geneva, 22–24 May 2024

Ad hoc task: Wood energy
• Example: Metrics on sustainability
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ToS Forest Products and Wood Energy 
Statistics

Actions:
• Continue active support to Secretariat and IWG activities, including FPAMR 

2023-2024, JFSQ, JWEE, …
• Complete two ad hoc tasks in calendar year 2025, with the expectation that 

the 2025 JWP will be informed of the work completed by then.
• Active discussion for strategic prioritization of activities over next two 

years, which started on 21 May 2024 (Next slide: list of items) 
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Issues for the Attention of the Working 
Party

Top priority:
• ToS strongly recognizes opportunities that investments in digitalization will create for the 

more efficient gathering and analyses of core statistics. Important opportunity to expand 
and enhance the capabilities of the central data platform for forest sector statistics (in 
development) as a tool to improve data exchange among IWG members.

Other ToS priorities:
• Add value & visibility of data collection and analyses efforts through: 

• Active communication, visualization, short thematic reports

• Continue following new products and trends that may be relevant to include in the JFSQ, 
JWEE or other instruments:
• For example: construction wood products, wood bio-products (wood-based products such as chemicals and 

textiles), in order to have a comprehensive view.
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