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Gender mainstreaming in the EPR process
ENVIRONMENT

 Representation of women

• Appointment of EPR national 
coordinators

• Composition of international 
expert teams visiting beneficiary 
countries 

• Invited reviewers

• National and international 
contributors

• Designation of experts to the 
UNECE Expert Group on EPRs

EPR Expert Review: EPR of Mauritania

Team Members: 
EPR of Mauritania



Gender mainstreaming in the EPR process
ENVIRONMENT
 International expert teams visiting beneficiary countries, illustration 

Team Members: 2nd EPR of Armenia Team Members: 3rd EPR of Kyrgyzstan

Team Members: 3rd EPR of AzerbaijanTeam Members: 4th EPR of Tajikistan
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Gender mainstreaming in the EPR process

 Peer-learning workshops

Participation of men and women in the peer-learning workshops in 2023

Workshop theme Date Total participants / 
female participants

Workshop on waste management: Policies and practices on the basis of UNECE 
Environmental Performance Reviews 19 - 20 Sep 13/10

https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/Environmental-Performance-Reviews/events/383530

Workshop on climate change policy development: Policies and practices on the 
basis of UNECE Environmental Performance Reviews 2-3 Oct 12/9

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/workshop-climate-change-policy-development-policies-and-practices-
basis

Workshop on disaster risk reduction: Policies and practices on the basis of 
UNECE Environmental Performance Reviews 16-17 Oct 17/6

https://unece.org/info/events/event/383533

https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/Environmental-Performance-Reviews/events/383530
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/workshop-climate-change-policy-development-policies-and-practices-basis
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/workshop-climate-change-policy-development-policies-and-practices-basis
https://unece.org/info/events/event/383533
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Gender mainstreaming in reviews

 Introductory sections of latest EPRs

• Ratification of Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW)

• National legislation on gender equality 

• Political representation

• Gender equality in education

• Gender equality indexes (e.g., UNDP)

 Disaggregated data & studies on 
environmental exposure & health 
impacts

 EPR Recommendations

The Minister of Environment of Mauritania, 28th Session of the UNECE 
Committee on Environmental Policy, Geneva, 1 – 3 November 2023 



ENVIRONMENT
Gender mainstreaming in reviews

 Sustainable Development Goals

GOAL 4: QUALITY 
EDUCATION

GOAL 5: GENDER 
EQUALITY

GOAL 6: CLEAN WATER 
AND SANITATION



ENVIRONMENT
Gender mainstreaming in reviews

 Water and sanitation
• Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, North 

Macedonia, Uzbekistan

 Access to land and finance
• Kazakhstan, Mauritania, Morocco 

 Access to energy
• Uzbekistan, Tajikistan

 Gender responsive environmental risk 
management

• Azerbaijan, Tajikistan

 Gender & environment data
• Uzbekistan, Armenia

Environmental Reference Laboratory, Environmental Agency 
Republic of Moldova, 2022

Education for Sustainable Development, Georgia, 2022
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Limitations & challenges

 Lack of gender disaggregated data on 
environmental issues 

 Provision of recommendations 
(positive examples: Tajikistan –
gender responsive environmental risk 
management; Uzbekistan – gender & 
environment data collection, 
and water and sanitation; Armenia –
gender & environment data collection; 
Kyrgyzstan – gender in industry 
policies)

 ‘Partial’ impact of EPRs contributing to 
the application of gender 
mainstreaming principles 

UNECE/Antoine Tardy



ENVIRONMENT

 Although there are some limitations , overa ll, EPRs are a good example
of gender mainstreaming in environmenta l polic ies and stra tegies

 Gender mainstreaming is progress ive in both procedura l aspects and
substantive content of the reviews

 The incorporation of gender aspects is positive given that EPRs are not
per se tools to promote gender equality and the empowerment of
women

Conclusions
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Environment and Gender
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https://unece.org/environment-policy/environmental-performance-reviews

info.epr@un.org

https://unece.org/environment-policy/environmental-performance-reviews
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