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The revision of the EU Driving Licence Directive is underway

On 1st March 2023, the EU Commission published the Proposal for a Driving Licence
Directive

The proposal was followed by a series of consultations open to all road safety
stakeholders and the possibility of presenting amendments to the text

The European Parliament voted on the final text on 28th February
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EU Parliament's proposals
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Ensuring safer roads for all users

Novice drivers need to be better prepared for real-world driving situations. Novice drivers
will have to be more aware of the risks: training on hazard perception is recommended.
Special attention must be given to vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, cyclists and
users of electric scooters

Tests on driving in bad weather conditions, safe use of the phone while driving, blind
spots, ADAS should also be part of the driving licence test
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The aims of the EU Parliament's proposals



Validity of driving licence and Health checks

The driving licence should be valid for at least 15 years for motorcycles and cars, and five
years for trucks and buses

To avoid discrimination and to ensure the right to freedom of movement, the reducing the
validity of driving licence for elderly people is not supported

Drivers assessing their own fitness to drive when a driving licence is being issued and
renewed. EU countries decide if the self-assessment should be replaced by a medical
examination with a minimum set of checks on drivers’ eyesight
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Self-assessment of fitness to drive



Novice and accompanied drivers

Inexperienced drivers would have to undergo a probationary driving period of at least
two years

Novice drivers will be subject to specific restrictions, such as stricter alcohol limits and
stricter penalties for unsafe driving

To mitigate the shortage of professional drivers, it is agreed to allow 18-year-olds to
obtain a licence to drive a truck or a bus with up to 16 passengers

17-year-olds should be able to get a car and a truck driving licence, if accompanied by an
experienced driver

This project has received funding from
the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme
under grant agreement N. 953432

Geneva, 2024 March 18°     Dr. Manuel Picardi – EFA General Secretary

Minimum two-year probationary period for 
novice drivers



Mobile driving licence

MEPs have voted in favor of introducing a European digital driving licence

It will be available on a smartphone and it will have the same validity of the physical
driver's licence
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Driving licence to be uploaded on smartphones



BLS Project:
Learn To Drive, Learn CPR

Relevant news for training
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Relevant news for training



Next steps

The draft rules on EU driving licence were adopted by 339 votes in favour, 240 against and
37 abstentions

The document will be followed up by the new Parliament after the European elections on
6th-9th June

After the summer break, negotiations with the EU Council should begin again in order to
be able to present the final text.
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Legislative process



This project has received funding from
the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme
under grant agreement N. 953432

Thank you for your attention !


	Diapositiva numero 1
	Diapositiva numero 2
	EU Parliament's proposals
	The aims of the EU Parliament's proposals
	Self-assessment of fitness to drive
	Minimum two-year probationary period for novice drivers
	Driving licence to be uploaded on smartphones
	BLS Project:�Learn To Drive, Learn CPR
	Relevant news for training
	Legislative process
	Diapositiva numero 11

