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▪ September 2012 – WP1(ECE/TRANS/WP.1/137) :
• Formal expert group

• Preparation Terms of Reference

▪ March 2013 – WP1 adopted (ECE/TRANS/WP1/139)
the Terms of Reference

(ECE/TRANS/WP.1/2013/2/Rev.1)

▪ March 2014 – first session of Group of Experts on
Signs and Signals (ECE/TRANS/WP.1/GE.2/2)

Steps



A coherent, simpler and better structured Convention 
via 3 main objectives:

1. assess the internal consistencies of the 1968
Convention on Road Signs and Signals and

the 1971 European Agreement supplementing
the 1968 Convention on Road Signs and

Signals. Consider the coherence of these two
international legal instruments











2. take stock of the existing national legislation (of
each Contracting Party to these two legal

instruments) to describe and assess the degree of
implementation of the 1968 Convention on Road

Signs and Signals and the 1971 European
Agreement supplementing the 1968 Convention
on Road Signs and Signals in these Contracting

Parties. 









3. write and submit a final report. In general, the 
report will aim at identifying any perceived 
inadequacies and inconsistencies of the two legal 
instruments; and inconsistencies between these two 
legal instruments and the existing national legislation.

Final report = written reflection of the two previous 
tasks.  
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-12/ECE-TRANS-WP.1-2019-4-Rev1e_1.pdf (final report)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-12/ECE-TRANS-WP.1-2019-4-Rev1e_1.pdf


4. not in Tor but done with pleasure :
Amendment proposals to the legal instruments. 
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-4e_1.pdf (Amendment proposals to 
the Protocol on Road Markings, additional to the European Agreement Supplementing the Convention on Road Signs and Signals)
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-3e.pdf (Amendment proposal to the 
European Agreement Supplementing the 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals)
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-2-Rev1e.pdf (Amendment proposals 
to the 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-4e_1.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-3e.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/ECE-TRANS-WP1-2023-2-Rev1e.pdf






Electronic version of the Convention on Road
Signs and Signals (no replacement)

- Group of Experts on Road Signs and Signals, May
2016 (ECE/TRANS/WP.1/GE.2/14, §7)
- WP1, September 2016 (ECE/TRANS/WP.1/155,
§26)
- Modern user friendly tool
- Will simply reflect the decisions of WP1(&EGRSS)
- Higher degree of implementation
- New ratifications
- WP1 in 21st Century





Global Forum for Road traffic Safety (parent body of 
IGRSS):
- September 2022: the report of IIGERSS which 
contains as well an analysis of the inconsistencies 
between the legal instruments as between the existing 
national legislation and the legal instruments, was 
adopted; 
- September 2023: final discussion on the 3 
amendment proposals (convention on road signs and 
signals, the European agreement supplementing the 
convention and the protocol on road markings) – two 
changes need to be done (point 32 & 33 of the report 
of the September 2023 session:





Next steps 

The amendment proposals need to be brought in line with the 
September decision of the Global Forum for Road traffic Safety. 
- March 2024: final discussion within global forum; 
- March – September 2024: final comments by contracting parties; 
- September 2024: final adoption by the Global Forum;
- September 2024 – December 2024: work on the electronic version of 
the convention;  
- October 2024: notification from the secretary general of the UN; 
- Amendments will go into force around June 2026. 



New signs
• “cyclist crossing” and “cyclist and pedestrian crossing in close 

proximity”. 
• “No entry for polluting power-driven vehicles. Domestic legislation 

shall define polluting power-driven vehicles.”

• Electric charging and alternative fuels signs (agreement on the 
principles, sign images in preparation)



- Symbol minibus (in preparation, distinct from symbols large bus and
passenger car)

- Cycling infrastructure module?????

- Road signs for (small) vehicles 
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