
Comparison of different location 
codes

From ISO/IEC/ITU



• GS1 GLN (Global Location Number)
• ISO/IEC 15459 & ISO/IEC 15418 & ANS MH10.8.2
• ISO/IEC 9834-1 & ITU X.660
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ISO/IEC 15459 & ISO/IEC 15418 & ANS 
MH10.8.2

• GS1 GLN is a ISO/IEC 15459 code
• ISO/IEC 15459 Information technology — Automatic identification 

and data capture techniques — Unique identification
• It has GS1 codes and non-GS1 codes

Qualifer IAC (Issuance Agency Code) Serial partCIN (Company Identifying 
Number)





ISO/IEC 15459 & ISO/IEC 15418 & ANS 
MH10.8.2

• When it is AIDC-based supply chain application, Qualifier can be 
chosen from ISO/IEC 15418 “Information technology — Automatic 
identification and data capture techniques — GS1 Application 
Identifiers and ASC MH10 Data Identifiers and maintenance”

• Here non-GS1 code are ANS MH10.8.2 Data Identifier code scheme

Qualifer IAC (Issuance Agency Code) Serial partCIN (Company Identifying 
Number)
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ISO/IEC 9834 & ITU X.660
• ISO/IEC 9834 Information technology — Procedures for the operation 

of object identifier registration authorities
• ITU X.660 Information technology - Procedures for the operation of 

object identifier registration authorities: General procedures and top 
arcs of the international object identifier tree

• Object identifier: From SNMP
• Especially, in China, one state agency wants this code to be the 

competitor of GS1 and other global code



ISO/IEC 9834 & ITU X.660



Different context, different coding
• GS1 and ISO/IEC 15459 is party address code not geographical code:

• It can be an address or virtual location of the given party, not a physical 
positioning code

• It is maintenance only by the given party
• The latitude and longitude is only a optional attribute of the data of the given 

GLN or ISO/IEC 15459 location code

• UN/LOCODE, based on the nature of her maintenance, it is physical 
positioning location code

• In my humble opinion, there is no physical positioning location code 
in supply chain area of ISO. So, UN/LOCODE will be welcomed to be 
the ISO international standard, if UN/CEFACT and UNECE wish to do.



Thank you
Yu Shi
Email: shiyu@bnu.edu.cn shiyubnu@gmail.com
Tel: +1 202 400 7035
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