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Switzerland has, after Luxembourg, the second highest spending
on clothing per capita in the world
Switzerland imports 95% of the garments sold in the country -
primarily from China and Bangladesh
90% of sales are attributable to non-luxury products
On average, Swiss consumers buy 22,6 kg of clothes, footwear,
accessories and home textiles per year. 
Roughly 8 kg of second-hand products in the same categories are
exported out of the country per year.

NATIONAL CONTEXT



RESEARCH PROJECT

Research project by the University of Geneva,
funded by the City of Geneva
Research period: between May 2020 and July
2022
Overall objective: to understand the local
ecosystem of alternatives to fast fashion
consumption, obstacles and synergies for their
development 
A subset of findings explores clothing donations
- and the network of charity shops that resell
them locally
Focus on unwanted garments aggregated at a
city level

https://www.unige.ch/urbanhub/bienvenue/recherche/projets/sustainablefashionforgeneva/

https://www.unige.ch/urbanhub/bienvenue/recherche/projets/sustainablefashionforgeneva/


LOCAL ACTORS



In 2022, a local association
Coordination Textile
Genevoisereceived around
2,740 tons of clothes,
footwear, accessories, and
household textiles. 
Roughly 2,225 tons are
collected via donation
containers and ca. 500
tons are brought by
individuals directly to
charities. 

DISPOSAL
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Ca. 30% of donations processed locally:
ca. 20% sold in local boutiques, ca. 5%
distributed through Vestiaire Sociale.
The rest is sold to a commercial reseller
and leaves the city. Local independent
second-hand boutiques do not have
access to this merchandise.
Low quality fast fashion garments, some
with tags still attached, dominate the
donations.
There are no separate collection points
for textile products that are in no longer
usable condition. 

DISPOAL

Source: Mikhail Rojkov, Final presentation for the 
Master’s program in 

Fashion Design, HEAD (2021)



Exporting most of the donations essentially makes
 the problem of overconsumption invisible to 

local, municipal authorities 
AND TO CONSUMERS THEMSELVES



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CITY 



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CITY 

Monthly lunches of the local sustainable fashion actors, Geneva. Source:
K.Vladimirova



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CITY 



STEPS TAKEN

OVERCONSUMPTION OF CLOTHES INCLUDED AS A PRIORITY MEASURE IN THE
CITY CLIMATE STRATEGY



STEPS TAKEN 

Histoire Sans Chutes (2023) 
https://histoiresanschute.ch

Atelier De Fil  En Fill (2024)

SUPPORT FOR PROJECTS



T H A N K  Y O U !

ekaterina.vladimirova@unige.ch
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katia-dayan-vladimirova


