118 experts, professionals and
representatives joint comment letter to
UNECE Sustainable Energy Division
regarding:

Draft United Nations Framework Classification for
Resources - Supplemental Groundwater
Specifications

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Sustainable Energy Division has
developed groundwater specifications for application to groundwater projects, as a supplement to
the Mineral and Anthropogenic Resources (2022) Guidance. The present supplement purports to
support Member States (Europe and beyond) in evaluating the viability and feasibility of groundwater
resource projects. The specifications and approach documented in the draft Supplemental
Groundwater Specifications have been issued by UNECE in a global call for comments and review.

This joint letter serves as a response to UNECE Sustainable Energy Division’s call for comments from a
group of concerned groundwater specialists, practitioners, and stakeholders, responding either in
their own capacity, or on behalf of their organization (see the affiliations).

Fundamental concerns raised regarding the Groundwater Specifications
1. The specifications are not appropriate for groundwater resources. The major concern with the
approach is its questionable applicability to groundwater resources when analysed in relation
to the 2022 UNFC Guidancel. Groundwater as a resource is not a commodity comparable to
oil and mineral resources, which can be subjected to viability assessments for
commercialization. Groundwater is inherently a common good, which serves fundamental
human needs and ecosystem services. Economic returns from groundwater development can
only be associated with the services that it provides, e.g. for public water supply, not for the
resource, per se.
2. The specifications are not clear on how they will properly account for central issues: 1. The
common pool resource character of groundwater; 2. The human right to have access to water;
3. The application of the specifications to non- or little renewable groundwater resources; 4.
The role of groundwater as an ecosystem in itself, and its link to other systems, including
surface water and terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems; 5. The multiplicity in groundwater
contexts (hydrogeological, socioeconomic, and institutional) across the globe; 6. Groundwater
quality; and 7. The dynamic impacts of unfolding climate change.
3. The approach to ‘groundwater projects’ is piecemeal and fragmentary. This will counteract
and jeopardize the integrated, conjunctive and more systems-oriented water resources

! United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (2022). UNFC Guidance Europe. Guidance for the Application
of the United Nations Framework Classification for Resources (UNFC) for Mineral and Anthropogenic Resources
in Europe. https://unece.orq/sites/default/files/2022-
10/Revised UNFC Guidance Europe as of 19.October.2022.pdf.




management approaches at a basin or aquifer scale, which have been widely accepted and
adopted as common best practice.

4. When compared with the provisions of the UNECE Water Convention, the added value of the
specifications is not obvious. There appears to be a serious risk of misunderstanding
groundwater resources and systems, rather than providing improved approaches.

5. The groundwater specifications document is not coherent. The document has many terms and
loose statements that are incorrectly defined/poorly substantiated. Even the definition of
groundwater is not specified according to generally accepted hydrogeological definitions. It
contains an unduly complex/unwieldy text, which would not serve its purpose well.

Furthermore, we regret that the UNECE Environment Division and the UNECE Secretariat of the
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water
Convention) and the Protocol on Water and Health have not been involved in the decision making on
the development of the classification and the preparation of the document.

It is the considered view of the signatories of this statement that the added value of the supplemental
specifications is at best limited and at worst highly likely to cause confusion and incoherence in
groundwater resources management. The supplemental groundwater specifications are not in line
with the efforts made in the framework of the Agenda 2030 to tackle the complexity and magnitude
of the water and sanitation challenges with an integrated human rights-based approach.

Proposed action

We acknowledge the efforts put into the development of the groundwater specifications. However,
we, the undersigned, based on the above, recommend curtailing further development of the
groundwater specifications. We also stress that we stand ready to support UNECE in its efforts to
support sustainable groundwater management in the pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals.

People signing in their representative, professional and/or personal capacity
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infraestructuras y medio ambiente en el Ayuntamiento de Soto del
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Jurado Elices, Anna

Tenured Scientist at the Institute of Environmental Assessment and
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IAH Regional Vice President of Sub-Saharan Africa
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Professor, Univ. of Botswana

Koita ,Mahamadou

Hydrogéologue, Institut International d'Ingénierie de I'Eau et de
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Kouadio, Emmanuel

Hydrogéologue/Hydraulicien, Maitre de conférences, Université
Félix Houphouét Boigny, Cote d'lvoire

Lopez Gunn, Elena
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Nacef Mohamed, Lotfi

Hydrogeologist, President of Association water and development
(AED)

Manganelli, Alberto

Director Ejecutivo, CeReGAS, Montevideo - Uruguay

Martinez-Landa, Lurdes

Hydrogeology Group Researcher, Universitat Potilecnica de
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Masich Polo Josep, M.

Associate Professor of Hydrogeology Universitat de Lleida




Mbilou, Urbain Gampio

Formation Doctorale des Géosciences de la Faculté des Sciences et
Techniques de [l'université Marien NGOUABI. République du
Congo.

Mencié Domingo, Anna

Professor of Hydrogeology, Universitat de Girona (UdG)

Montero Gonzalez,
Esperanza

University Professor, Universidad Computense de Madrid

Montesinos, Salomon

Lecturer at UCLM, Spain

Moreno Merino, Luis

Cientifico Titular (Research Hydrologist) IGME-CSIC

Mosrati, Haykel

Head of the tariff and economic studies division at SONEDE

Mudarra Martinez, Matias

Lecturer. Center of Hydrogeology of the University of Malaga

NacefF, Mohamed Lotfi

Hydrogeologist, President of Association Water and Development
(AED)

Naranjo Fernandez, Nuria

Postdoctoral Researcher at Computense University of Madrid

Nieto Lépez, José Manuel

PhD Hydrogeologist and Environmental
Andalucia

Scientist, Cetaqua

Nlend, Bertil

Vice-Chair of the IAHS Africa Regional Chapter, University of
Douala, Cameroon.

Obami-Ondon, Harmel

Dr Harmel OBAMI-ONDON, Enseignant-chercheur, Spécialité:
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Rodriguez Arévalo, Javier
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Rodriguez-Escales, Paula

Lecturer, Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya (UPC)
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PhD Student, University of Alcald (UAH)

Sanchez Sanchez, Esther
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Shamrukh, Mohamed
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Association Eau et Développement (Tunisia)

Soro, Dimitri
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University Professor retired, Past-Chair of the IAH Karst
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Secretary General of the International Network of Basin
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Senior PhD in Geophysics. Instituto Andaluz de Geofisica-
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Thouin, Catherine

Former Vice-President, IAH French Chapter. Member of IAH-CFH.
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Hydrogéologue, vice-présidente du CFH-AIH et membre de I'AHSP

Valhondo Gonzalez, Cristina

Postdoctoral researcher IDAEA-CSIC
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Profesora sustituta interina. Departamento de CC. de la Tierra.
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Vilarrasa, Victor

Tenured Scientist at the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)
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