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Annex. No. 1: Selected parts of quoted legislation 

Environmental Protection Act  

Revision to SG, no. 98 of 27.11.2018, effective 29.08.2019 

Article 99 (9) (New, SG No. 77 of 2005; amend., SG 32/2012, in force as of 24.04.2012; new - 

SG, issue 9, item 9. 76 of 2017; former par. 7, supplemented, Art. 98 of 2018, in force from 

29.08.2019) The decisions of the court of first instance on appeals against decisions of the 

Minister of Environment and Water on investment proposals, their extensions or modifications, 

which have been designated as sites of national importance by an act of the Council of Ministers 

and are sites of strategic importance, as well as against decisions of the Minister of Environment 

and Water on the procedure under Art. 94, par. 1, item 9. 

Revision to SG No. 42/07.06.2022, effective 07.06.2022 

Article 88 (Suppl. SG No. 77/2005; amen. and suppl. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; 

suppl. SG No.62/2015, effective 14.08.2015; suppl. SG 12/2017; amen. and suppl. SG No. 

76/2017; SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) (1) (Amen. SG No. 32/2012, effective 

24.04.2012). The opinion on the environmental assessment or the decision by which it was 

decided to not carry out an environmental assessment shall necessarily include a justification for 

the preferred alternative from the environmental point of view and the measures referred to in 

Article 89. The environmental assessment opinion or decision may contain conditions, measures 

and restrictions which are mandatory to implement.  

(2) (Suppl. SG No. 77/2005; amen. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; amen. SG No. 

42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) The opinion on the environmental assessment or the decision by 

which it was decided to carry out or not carry out an environmental assessment shall be made 

available to the public, the affected and interested parties and any State that is likely to be 

affected by the implementation of the plan or programme in accordance with the procedure laid 

down in the ordinance referred to in Article 90(1).  

(3) (New, SG No. 62/2015, effective 14.08.2015; amen. SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022). 

Interested parties may appeal the opinion on the environmental assessment or the decision to 

carry out or not carry out an environmental assessment in accordance with the Administrative 

Procedural Code within 14 days of its notification.  

(4) (New, SG No. 76/2017; amen. SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) Decisions of the court 

of first instance on appeals filed by 1 July 2024 against opinions and decisions under para. 1, 

related to the implementation of sites, defined as sites of national important by an act of the 

Council of Ministers and are also sites of strategic importance are final.  

(5) (New, SG No. 76/2017; amen. SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) Appeals under para. 5 

shall be examined by the Supreme Administrative Court and the proceedings shall be concluded 

within 6 months of their submission. The Court shall pronounce its decision within one month of 

the session at which the proceedings were concluded.   
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(6) (New, SG No. 62/2015 effective 14.08.2015; prev. para. 4, SG No. 76/2017) The opinion or 

decision referred to in para. 1 shall lose its legal effect if within 5 years of its entry into force, the 

relevant plan or programme is not approved, which shall be established by an inspection by the 

competent environmental authority. 

 (7) (New, SG No. 12/2017; prev. para. 5, SG No. 76/2017) In the event of a change of the 

developer  and/or prior to an amendment in the plan or programme, the developer or the new 

developer shall notify the competent environmental authority in due time. 

Article 93 (Amen. SG No. 77/2005; SG No. 19/2009 effective 10.04.2009; SG No. 47/2009, 

effective 23.06.2009; amen. and suppl. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; suppl. SG No. 

53/2012, effective 13.07.2012; SG No. 62/2015, effective 14.08.2015; amen. and suppl. SG No. 

12/2017; suppl. SG No. 76/2018; SG No. 98/2018, effective 27.11.2018; suppl. SG No. 54/2020; 

amen. and suppl. SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) (1) (amen. completely SG No. 47/2009, 

effective 23.06.2009). The need to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) shall be 

assessed for: 

1. Investment proposals under Annex No. 2; 

2. Any extension or amendment of the investment proposal under Annex No. 2, which have 

already been approved or are in the process of approval, are completed or are in the 

process of completion, if this extension or amendment might lead to significant negative 

impact on the environment; 

3. Any extension or amendment of investment proposals under Annex No. 1 to this Act and 

Annex No. 1 to the Article 2 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in 

a Transboundary Context, which have already been approved or are in the process of 

approval, are completed or are in the process of completion, if this extension or 

amendment might lead to significant negative impact on the environment; 

4. (Amen. SG No. 54/2020) Investment proposals under Annex No 1., developed 

exclusively or predominantly for the development and testing of new methods or 

products and which will not be operating for more than two years, with the exception of 

installations for the disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste by incineration or co-

incineration within the meaning of the Waste Management Act; 

5. (Repealed - SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; new SG No. 54/2020) Investment 

proposals under Item 10.1 of Annex No. 1, falling under the scope of Regulation (EC) 

No. 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and the Council from 21.10.2009 establishing 

health rules concerning animal by-products and derived products not intended for human 

consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) No. 1774/2002 (OJ L 300/1 of 14 November 

2009). 

(2) (Amen. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012) The Minister of the Environment and Waters 

shall assess the need to carry out an EIA for each specific case in accordance with criteria under 

para. 4 and shall issue a reasoned decision:  

1. Cases under Para. 1, item 4; 

2. All cases of presumed significant environmental impact on the territory of another 

country or countries; 
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3. Investment proposals, their expansions or amendments, which are located on or directly 

affect the territory of reserves, national parks and maintained reserves - protected areas 

under the Protected Areas Act;  

4. Investment proposals, their expansions or amendments, which are defined as sites of 

national importance by an act of the Council of Ministers; 

5. (New, SG No. 62/2015 effective 14.08.2015) Investment proposals, their expansions or 

amendments, concerning territories governed by two or more RIEWs; 

6.  (New, SG No. 98/2018 effective 27.11.2018) Investment proposals, their expansions or 

amendments, entirely located in the aquatory of the Black Sea or the Danube river; 

(3)(Amen. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; suppl. SG No. 54/2020) The need to carry out 

an EIA under para 1., items 1-3 and 5 shall be assessed by the Director of the relevant RIEW on 

a case-by-case basis and in accordance with the criteria under para. 4, who shall issue a reasoned 

decision. 

(4) (Amen. SG No. 19/2009 effective 10.04.2009; amen. completely SG No. 12/2017) The need 

to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) shall be assessed based on:  

1. the following characteristics of the investment proposal: 

a. size, area affected, parameters, scale, volume, productivity, scope, layout of the 

investment proposal in its entirety; 

b. interrelation and cumulation with other existing and/or approved investment 

proposals; 

c. use of natural resources, subsoil, soil, water and biodiversity; 

d. waste generation; 

e. pollution and negative impacts; 

f. risk of major accidents and/or disasters associated with the investment proposal, 

including those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific 

knowledge; 

g. risks to human health due to adverse effects on environmental factors within the 

meaning of § 1, item 12 of the additional provisions of the Health Act; 

2. the location of the investment proposal, which may have a negative impact on the fragile 

ecological characteristics of the geographical areas, therefore these characteristics must 

be taken into account, in particular: 

a. existing and approved land use; 

b. the relative abundance, accessibility, quality and regenerative capacity of natural 

resources (including soil, subsoil, water and biodiversity) in the area and its 

subsoil; 

c. absorption capacity of the natural environment, taking into account: wetlands, 

riparian areas, estuaries; coastal zones and marine environments; mountain and 

forest areas; legally protected areas; affected elements of the National Ecological 

Network; areas associated with the investment proposal where environmental 

quality standards are compromised or considered likely to be compromised; 
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densely populated areas; landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or 

archaeological value; areas and/or zones and sites with specific sanitary status or 

subject to health protection. 

3. the type and characteristics of the potential environmental impact, taking into account the 

likely significant effects on the environment with criteria under items 1 and 2 with 

regards to the impact of the investment proposal on the elements referred to in Article 

95(4), subject to: 

a. the extent and spatial extent of the impact (such as geographical area and number 

of population likely to be affected);  

b. the nature of the impact; 

c. the cross-border nature of the impact; 

d. the intensity and complexity of the impact; 

e. the likelihood of impact; 

f. the expected occurrence, duration, frequency and reversibility of hte impact; 

g. the combination with impacts of other existing and/or approved investment 

proposals; 

h. the possibility of effectively mitigating the impacts; 

4. The public interest in the investment proposal.  

(5) (New, SG No. 12/2017) With regards to assessing the need to carry out an EIA for the cases 

under para. 1, taking into account criteria under para. 4, the developer of the investment 

proposal: 

1. provides information on the characteristics of the investment proposal and its likely 

significant effects on the environment and human health;  

2. provides a description of the investment proposal, which shall include more specifically: 

a. a description of the physical characteristics of the investment proposal in its 

entirety and, where applicable, demolition and deconstruction activities; 

b. a description of the location of the investment proposal, in particular with regard 

to the environmental sensitivity of the geographical areas likely to be affected; 

c. a description of the environmental aspects likely to be significantly affected by 

the investment proposal; 

d. to the extent that the information is available: a description of any likely 

significant effects of the investment proposal on the environment and human 

health arising from: expected residues and emissions as well as waste generated; 

use of natural resources, soil, subsoil, water and biodiversity; 

3. where applicable, takes into account the available results of other relevant environmental 

impact assessments, carried out under a specific law; 
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4. provides description of the characteristics of the investment proposal and/or the measures 

envisaged to avoid or prevent the presumed significant adverse effects on the 

environment and human health. 

(6) (Prev. para. SG No. 12/2017) The authorities referred to in para. 2 and 3 shall rule on the 

need to carry out an EIA within one month of the submission of the request by the proposal 

developer under Article (1)(2) and shall publicly announce the reasons for their assessment.  

(7) (New, SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; prev. para. 6, SG No. 12/2017) If there is a 

change of the developer, of the parameters of the investment proposal or any of the 

circumstances under which a decision on the need to carry out an EIA, the developer or the new 

developer shall notify the competent environmental authority in a timely manner.  

(8) (New, SG No. 53/2012 effective 13.07.2012; prev. para. 7, SG No. 12/2017) A decision 

deciding not to carry out an EIA shall lose its legal effect if the implementation of the investment 

proposal has not started within 5 years of the date of its issuance, which shall be established by 

an inspection of the environmental control authorities. 

(9) (New,  SG No. 12/2017) A mandatory EIA may be carried out without an assessment for 

investment proposals: 

1. at the request of the developer; 

2. in the presence of a circumstance under Article 31(8) of the Biodiversity Act; 

3. in the cases referred to in Article 156e(3) of the Water Act.  

(10) (New, SG No. 76/2017; amen. SG No. 42/2022 effective 07.06.2021) The decisions of the 

court of first instance on appeals lodged by 1 July 2024 against decisions of the Minister of 

Environment and Water on investment proposals, their extensions or amendments, which have 

been designated as sites of national importance by an act of the Council of Ministers and are sites 

of strategic importance shall be final. 

(11) (New SG No. 76/2017, amen. SG 42/2022 effective 07.06.2022) Appeals under para. 10, 

second sentence, shall be examined by the Supreme Administrative Court, and the proceedings 

shall be concluded within six months of their submission.  

 

Article 94 (SG, issue no. 77 of 2005; amended in full Art. 32 of 2012, in force from 24.04.2012; 

amended and supplemented, Art. 12 of 2017; amended and supplemented, Art. 98 of 2018, in 

force from 27.11.2018; amended, SG No. 84 of 2023, in force from 06.10.2023) (1) The Minister 

of Environment and Water shall be the competent authority for making a decision on EIA for 

investment proposals, extensions or modifications: 

 1. affecting reserves, national parks and maintained reserves - protected areas under the 

Protected Areas Act; 

 2. affecting an area controlled by two or more EIAs; 
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 3. in the cases of assessment of the necessity to carry out an EIA pursuant to Article 93, 

paragraph 2; 

 4. the cases referred to in Art. 98, par. 1; 

 5. which are designated as sites of national importance by an act of the Council of Ministers; 

 6. for drilling for exploration and extraction of unconventional hydrocarbons, including shale 

gas. 

 7. (new - SG 12/2017) in cases where the Director of the Regional Environmental Protection 

Agency is the contracting authority. 

 8. (new - SG 98/18, in force from 27.11.2018) falling entirely within the water area of the Black 

Sea or the Danube; 

 9. (new - SG 98/18, in force from 29.08.2019) which fall under Annex No 1 and are subject to a 

general EIA procedure and at least one of the procedures under Art. 109, par. 1 or 2 or under Art. 

117, par. 1 or 2. 

 (2) (amend. - SG 12/2017) The Director of the relevant Regional Inspectorate of Environmental 

Protection shall be the competent authority for taking a decision on EIA for investment 

proposals, extensions or modifications outside the cases under par. 1, as well as when the 

Minister of Environment and Water is the contracting authority. 

 (3) (New, SG 12/2017; amend. 98 of 2018, in force as of 27.11.2018; amended, SG No. 84 of 

2023, in force as of 06.10.2023) The Anti-Corruption Act shall apply to persons involved in EIA 

procedures. 

 (4) (new - SG 98/2018, in force from 29.08.2019) A general EIA procedure and at least one of 

the procedures referred to in Art. 109, par. 1 or 2 or under Art. 117, par. 1 or 2 shall be 

conducted at the request of the contracting authority. 

Article 99 (amen. SG No. 30/2006 effective 12.07.2006; SG No. 52/2008; suppl. SG No. 

46/2010 effective 18.06.2010; amen. and suppl. SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; amen. SG 

No. 12/2017; amen. and suppl. SG No. 76/2017; suppl. SG No. 77/2018 effective 01.01.2019; 

amen. and suppl. SG No. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019; amen. SG No. 36/2019 with Decision 

No. 5 from 19.04.2019 of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Bulgaria in constitutional 

case No. 12/2018; suppl. and amen. SG No. 42/2022 effective 07.06.2022) (1) In order to make a 

decision, the developer shall submit to the competent authority, within 7 days of the discussion 

under Article 97, the results thereof, including the opinions and the minutes of the discussion.  

(2) (Amen. SG No. 103/2009) The competent authority shall make a decision on the EIA within 

45 after the public consultation, taking into account the results of the consultation. 

(3) (Amen. SG No. 12/2017) The EIA decision contains: 

1. the name of the issuing authority; 

2. the name of the developer, the place of residence/place of business; 
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3. the legal and factual grounds for the decision; 

4. the characteristics of the investment proposal and the environmental conditions; 

5. motives, containing a reasoned conclusion by the competent authority on the significant 

impact of the investment proposal on the environment and human health, taking into 

account the results of the assessment under Articles 96, 97 and, where applicable, 98 and 

its own further assessment; 

6. operative part; 

7. (Amen. SG No. 42/2022, effective 07.06.2022) conditions for implementation, including 

conditions for implementation, including measures to prevent, reduce and, where 

possible, eliminate adverse effects on the environment and human health, time frame for 

implementation where necessary, and a plan for the implementation of the measures 

referred to in Article 96(1)(8) 

8. the liability for failure to comply with the conditions set out in the decision; 

9. the authority and the period within which an appeal may be lodged; 

10. date of issue and signature. 

(4) (New, SG No. 98/2018, effective 29.08.2019) In the cases under Article 94(1)(9) when the 

investment proposal is subject to a procedure under Article 109(1)(2) with the decision under 

para. 3, the competent authority shall also decide in accordance with Article 116(1).  

(5) (New, SG No. 98/2018, effective 29.08.2019) In the cases under Article 94(1)(9) when the 

investment proposal is subject to a procedure under Article 117(1) or (2), the decision under 

para. 3 shall also include the content of Article 123. 

(6) (Amend. SG No. 77/2005; suppl. SG No. 46/2010 effective 18.06.2010; prev. para. 4, SG No. 

98/2018 effective 29.08.2019) Within 7 days of the EIA decision, the competent authority or an 

official authorised by it: 

1. (suppl. SG No. 77/2005) submit the EIA decision to the proposal developer under Article 

81(1)(2) 

2. (suppl. SG No. 77/2005; amen. completely SG No. 52/2008) announces the EIA decision 

publicly through media, its website and/or other appropriate means. 

(7) (Suppl. SG No. 77/2005; suppl. SG No. 46/2010 effective 18.06.2010; SG No. 32/2012 

effective 24.05.2012; prev. para. 5, SG No. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019) The competent 

authority under para. 1 or an official authorised by it, shall provide access to the content of the 

EIA decision after its adoption, including the annexes to it through its website and in accordance 

with the provisions under the Access to Public Information Act.  

(8) (Suppl. SG No. 77/2005; amen. SG No. 30/2006, effective 12.07.2006; prev. para. 6, amen. 

SG No. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019) Interested persons may appeal against the EIA decision in 
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accordance with the Administrative Procedure Code within 14 from the notification under para. 

6.  

(9) (New, SG No. 77/2005; repealed SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; new SG No. 

76/2017; prev. para. 7, amen. SG No. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019; amen. SG No. 42/2022 

effective 07.06.2022) The decisions of the court of first instance on appeals lodged by 1 July 

2024 against decisions of the Minister of Environment and Waters on investment proposals, their 

extensions or amendments which have been designated as sites of national importance by an act 

of the Council of Ministers and are sites of strategic importance; as well as against decisions of 

the Minister of Environment and Wasters under the procedure under Article 94(1)(9), are final.  

(10) (New, SG No. 76/2017; prev. para. 7, amen. SG No. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019; amen. 

SG No. 42/2022 effective 07.07.2022) Appeals under para. 9 shall be examined by the Supreme 

Administrative Court, and the proceedings shall be concluded within six months of their 

submission. The Court shall pronounce its decision within one month of the session at which the 

proceedings were concluded.  

(11) (Suppl. SG No. 77/2005; amen. SG No. 12/2017; prev. para. 7, SG No. 76/2017; prev. para. 

10, SG. 98/2018 effective 29.08.2019) If there is a change of the developer, of the parameters of 

the investment proposal or any of the circumstances under which a decision on the need to carry 

out an EIA, the developer or the new developer shall notify the competent environmental 

authority in a timely manner.  

(12) (Amen. SG No. 77/2005; prev. para. 8 SG No. 76/2017; prev. para. 11 SG. 98/2018 

effective 29.08.2019) The EIA decision shall lose its legal effect if the implementation of the 

investment proposal has not started within 5 years of the date of its issuance, which shall be 

established by an inspection of the environmental control authorities. 

(13) (New, SG No. 77/2018 effective 01.01.2019; prev. para. 12 SG No. 98/2018 effective 

29.08.2019; declared unconstitutional SG No. 36/2019 with Decision No. 5/19.04.2019 of the 

CC of the RoB in constitutional case No. 12/2018) A state fee in cassation proceedings on appeal 

against the EIA decision shall be determined in accordance with the Administrative Procedure 

Code on an identifiable material interest.  

 

Biodiversity Act 

Last amended and supplemented SG No. 88 from 20.10.2023  

Article 31 (Amen. SG No. 88/2005, effective from the date of entry into force of the Treaty of 

Accession of the Republic of Bulgaria to the European Union; amen. SG No. 52/2007; SG No. 

103/2009; amen. and suppl. SG No. 62/2010, effective 30.09.2010; SG No. 32/2012 effective 

24.04.2012; amen. SG No. 27/2013; amen. and suppl. SG No. 76/2017)(1)(Amen. SG No. 

62/2010 effective 30.09.2010) Plans, programmes, projects and investment proposals which are 

not directly related to or necessary for the management of protected areas and which, 

individually or in interaction with other plans, programmes, projects or investment proposals, 
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may have a significant negative impact on protected areas shall be subject to an assessment of 

their compatibility with the object and purpose of conservation of the respective protected area. 

(2) An assessment under para. 1 shall be carried out for protected areas which are: 

1. reviewed and approved in principle by the National Biodiversity Council, regardless of 

whether they have been deferred for further study and review or included in the list 

referred to in Article 10 (3) for submission to the Council of Ministers for adoption, or 

2. included in the list in accordance with Article 10(4), published in the State Gazette, or 

3. declared by order under Article 12(6). 

(3) (Repealed SG No. 62/2010 effective 30.09.2010) 

(4) For the plans, programmes and investment proposals falling within the scope of the 

Environmental Protection Act, assessment under para. 1 shall be carried out through the 

environmental assessment procedure, respectively through the environmental impact assessment 

procedure in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act and in compliance with the 

special provisions of this Act and the Regulation under Article 31a. 

(5) With the exception of cases under Article 4, the assessment under para. 1 of plans, 

programmes, projects and investment proposals shall be carried out in accordance with the 

procedure set out in the Regulation under Article 31a. 

(6) In the cases under para. 4, when carrying out a mandatory environmental assessment or an 

environmental impact assessment, as well as when assessing the need to carry out an 

environmental assessment or an environmental impact assessment in accordance with the 

Environmental Protection Act, when the competent authority decides that it there is no likelihood 

that the plan, programme or investment proposal has significant negative impact on the protected 

area, it shall take this assessment into account when making the relevant decision under Chapter 

6 of the Environmental Protection Act.  

(7) (Suppl. SG No. 62/2010 effective 30.09.2010) In cases under para 5., when the competent 

authority decides that it there is no likelihood that the plan, programme or investment proposal 

has significant negative impact on the protected area, it shall adopt it with a decision and may set 

specific conditions, requirements and measures for the protection of the protected area during the 

implementation of the plan, programme, project or investment proposal. 

(8) In cases under para. 4 when assessing the need to carry out an environmental assessment or 

an environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, when 

the competent authority decides that it there is likelihood that the plan, programme or investment 

proposal may have a significant negative impact on the protected area, it shall issue a decision to 

carry out an environmental assessment or an environmental impact assessment.  

(9) In cases under para. 8 and where the plan, programme or investment proposal is subject to a 

mandatory environmental assessment or an environmental impact assessment and the competent 

authority decides that there is a there is likelihood that they may have a significant negative 
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impact on a protected area, the environmental assessment or an environmental impact assessment 

shall include an assessment on the degree of impact of the plan, programme or investment 

proposal on the natural habitats and the habitats of species subject to conservation in the 

protected area.  

(10) In cases under para. 5, when the competent authority decides decides that it there is 

likelihood that the plan, programme or investment proposal has significant negative impact on 

the protected area, the it shall issue a decision to carry out an assessment of the degree of impact 

of the of the plan, programme or investment proposal on the natural habitats and the habitats of 

species subject to conservation in the protected area. 

(11) (Amen. SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012) The assessment under para. 10 shall result in 

a decision of the Minister of Environment and Waters or the Director of the relevant regional 

environmental and waters inspectorate. If, within 5 years of the date of issue of the decision, the 

developer does not initiate action to implement the investment proposal or project or to approve 

the plan or programme, the decision under para. 12, item 1 automatically shall terminate.  

(12) With the decision under para. 12, the relevant competent authority: 

1. coordinates the plan, programme, project or investment proposal under para. 5 by setting 

specific conditions, requirements and measures for the protection of the protected area 

during the implementation of the plan, programme, project or investment proposal;  

2. does not coordinate the plan, programme, project or investment proposal referred to in 

para. stating the reasons for this. 

(13) Where it is objectively impossible to collect sufficient information to carry out the 

assessment referred to in para. 10 or in the case of uncertainty with regards to the extent of 

damage to the protected area, the competent authority shall terminate the procedure and notify 

the contracting authority thereof.  

(14) (Suppl. SG No. 62/2010 effective 30.09.2010) In the cases under para. 7 and 12, item 1, the 

conditions, requirements and measures in the competent authority’s decision are mandatory to 

the developer of the investment proposal, plan, project or programme and for the relevant 

competent authorities for their approval under other laws.  

(15) The provisions of para. 13 and 14 shall also be applicable in cases under para. 4. 

(16) (New, SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; amen. SG No. 27/2013) The enforced decision 

under para. 7 or under para. 12, item 1 is mandatory for the approval of the plan, project, 

programme or investment proposal by the relevant competent authorities under other laws.  

(17) (Prev. para. 16, amen. SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012) In cases under para. 12, item 2 

and para. 12, the investment proposal, plan, project or programme cannot be approved by the 

relevant competent authorities under other laws. In these cases, the procedures initiated shall be 

terminated. 
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(18) (Prev. para. 17, amen. SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012) In cases under para. 5, within 

7 of the issuance of decision referred to in para. 7, 10, 11 or 13, the competent authority shall 

make it available to the developer and publish it on their website. 

(19) (Prev. para. 18, amen. SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; suppl. SG No. 76/2017) The 

decisions of the competent authority may be appealed against under the Administrative 

Procedure Code. The decisions of the court of first instance against decisions of the competent 

authority on plans, programmes and investment proposals, linked to the implementation of 

objects which have been designated as sites of national importance by an act of the Council of 

Ministers and are sites of strategic importance shall be final.  

(20) (New, SG No. 76/2017) Appeals under para. 19, second sentence shall be examined by the 

court and a decision shall be rendered and the proceedings shall be concluded within six months 

of their submission. The Court shall pronounce its decision within one month of the session at 

which the proceedings were concluded.   

(21) (Prev. para. 19, amen. SG 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012, prev. para. 20, SG No. 76/2017) In 

order to carry out the assessment under para. 1, the developer of the plan, programme, project or 

investment proposal shall pay a fee in the amount determined by a rate, adopted by the Council 

of Ministers.  

(22) (Amen. SG No. 103/2009; amen. completely SG No. 62/2010 effective 30.09.2010; prev. 

para. 20, amen. SG No. 32/2012 effective 24.04.2012; prev. para. 21, SG No. 76/2017). In the 

cases under para. 9 and 10, the environmental impact assessment of the plan, programme, project 

or investment proposal on the natural habitats and habitats of the species subject to conservation 

in the protected area shall be entrusted by the contracting authority to a team of experts with 

experience in the field of conservation of habitats and/or species, at least one of whom shall be 

educated in one of the fields in the professional field “biological sciences''. Experts must meet 

the following requirements: 

1. to have obtained higher education, Master’s degree; 

2. to have at least 5 years of experience in the relevant field; 

3. to have carried out or have experience in research or expert activities, including the 

preparation of expert reports, written consultations or environmental analysis etc., in the 

field of conservation of habitats and species, included in Annexes 1 and 2; 

4. to have knowledge of the Bulgarian and European legislation in force in the field of 

environmental protection and in their work on the assessments under para. 9 and 10 to 

refer to and comply with these requirements and the available methodological 

documentation; 

5. to have no personal interest in the implementation of the relevant plan, project, 

programme or investment proposal which is subject to the compatibility assessment 

procedure; 

6. are not related parties as defined under the Commercial Act;  

7. to have no relationship with the developer or the competent authority which may raise 

reasonable doubts as to their impartiality.  
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(23) (New, SG No. 62/2010, effective 30.09.2010; prev. para. 21, amen. SG No. 32/2012 

effective 24.04.2012; prev. para. 22, amen. SG No. 76/2017) The competent authority may, at its 

discretion or at the request of the developer; require the collective referred to under para. 22 to 

include experts with specific competence in accordance with the specificities of the plan, 

programme, project or investment proposal.  

(24) (New, SG No. 32/2012, effective 24.04.2012; prev. para. 23, SG No. 76/2017) The decision 

referred to in para. 7 shall lose its legal effect if, within 5 years from the date of its issuance, the 

developer does not initiate action to implement the investment proposal or project or to approve 

the plan or programme.  

(25) (New, SG No. 27.2013; prev. para. 24, SG No. 76/2017) The competent authority shall 

terminate the procedure when it finds that the plan, programme, project or investment proposal 

affects land properties within the boundaries of zone “A”, zone “B” or in the urbanised areas of 

populated settlements beyond the boundaries of zone “A” under the Act on the Black Sea Coast 

Spatial Development, which includes sand dunes, except in cases under Article 17a of the same 

Act.  


