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Trade facilitation implementation in SPECA countries

« SPECA achieved subregional implementation rate of 66% (similar level to the Asia-Pacific regional

average of 67%), but varies considerably between countries
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countries

“Digital Trade Facilitation” implementation improved over the years, but still lagging behind.
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Implementation of different sub-groups of trade facilitation measures by SPECA
countries

Significant progress in measures related to ‘trade facilitation in times of crisis and pandemic' and
‘women in trade facilitation’
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Expected trade cost reduction from alternative trade facilitation reforms

Trade digitalization can help to significantly reduce trade costs by over 15%.
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Supporting the Digital TF: Framework Agreement on the Facilitation
of Cross-Border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

(d A UN Treaty: enabling and action-oriented

v" Open to interested (53) ESCAP member states (voluntary) to become parties
d Objective

v' To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data exchange) among willing ESCAP member

states by providing a dedicated intergovernmental framework to develop legal and technical
solutions

v' Complementary to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) as well as (sub)regional
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Readiness assessment for cross-border paperless trade

18 national readiness assessment studies completed

Readiness Assescment for
Cross-Border Paperless Trade
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: * Assessments of legal and technical readiness to identify
Mexico & planned for more

where the country stands and analyze the gaps

3 Updates * Leading to recommendations and individual action plans
Bangladesh (w ADB), Nepal, Timor-Leste
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