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264.560 km2

22 %

78 %

 Spain and Portugal: Members of the UE, 
common env. acquis

 Directive 2000/60/EC, establishing 
a  framework for Community action in the 
field of water policy, applies on both sides

 Albufeira Convention 1998 – Implemented
by the CADC

 Reviewed in 2008: includes quarterly flow
regime

 ES-PT anual Summits: Address water under the 
CADC umbrella.

Shared Surface:

http://www.cadc-albufeira.org/pt/index.html
http://www.cadc-albufeira.org/es/index.html


Financing measures in EU MS: 

EC, 2021 - Economic data related to the 
implementation of the Water Framework 
Directive and the financing of measures:

In total, the capital investment costs of the 
measures planned in the 2nd RBMPs (2016-

2021)  of the WFD reach at least EUR 142 billion

DIRECTIVE 2000/60/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community 

action in the field of water policy (aka Water Framework Directive):

Coordination of administrative arrangements within 
river basin district (art.3)

River Basin Management Plans every 6 years since 2009 
(art. 13) – currently on the 3rd cycle
• Public information and consultation (art.14)
• Recovery of costs for water services based on economic anaysis (art.9)
• Programme of measures (art.11)



Measures and budget (recovered by taxes/tariffs at central, regional and municipal levels)

• 6,500 measures for all RBs with an investment of 22,844 million euro (mio€) mainly distributed as:
o 47% Central Administration; 36% regional admin.

• Wastewater Treatment and sanitation: 6,644 mio€; irrigation: 5,071 mio€; drinking water supply: 2,260 mio€ 
• Desalination and water reuse: 1,270 mio€
• Digitalization of the urban and agricultural sector: 3.000 mio€
• Information by basins: https://servicio.mapa.gob.es/pphh/queries/resumenMedidas?ciclo=253

River Basin Management Plans in Spain: - 3rd cycle (2023 – 2027) 
Passed by the Government in January 2023:

 Allocate water to users from mix of sources: surface, groundwater, reuse, desalination
 Achievement of environmental objectives: 

o demand management, 
o improving water efficiency,
o abating contamination

https://servicio.mapa.gob.es/pphh/queries/resumenMedidas?ciclo=253


Transboundary consultation (eg. Duero/Douro – 27 shared waterbodies):



Crestuma: 5.000

Frieira: 3.700

Ponte de Muge: +1.300

Cedillo: 2.700

Saucelle y río Águeda: 3.800

Miranda: 3.500

Azud de Badajoz: 300-600

Bemposta 3.500

Pomarão: s/d

RBMPs must ensure
compliance with Albufeira Convention

Common projects for improving knowledge
(eg. POCTEP Albufeira)

Exchange of hydrometeorological information



Knowledge sharing at national level in Iberoamerica - Conference of Iberoamerican Water Directors (CODIA):

o Capacity development and knowledge transfer on Transboundary Cooperation
o In coordination with the Secretariat of the Water Convention

Recommendend actions for countries on Financing and funding:





Thanks!
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