
LEGAL AND POLICY DEVELOPMENTS IN ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENT-
RELATED PRODUCT INFORMATION

Chemicals in textiles – a case study



1. Environmental Impacts 
of  textile products

Impacts:
- Overconsumption of natural 
resources
- Water pollution
- Greenhouse gas emissions
- Textile waste in landfills and low 
recycling rates
- Use of harmful chemicals
- … 



(c) Francois Le Nguyen, Unsplash
Sorting through hundreds of tons of clothing in an 
abandoned factory for a social mission called Clothing 
the Loop, Cambodia



2. Chemicals in textiles – case study

Textile products drive immense environmental 
impacts
• Textile products have some of the most complicated chemical 

profiles of any product, with multiple chemical substances used 
to manufacture, process, weave, dye, finish, and assemble 
clothing and accessories. These substances may remain on the 
product during the use phase – either intentionally or not 
intentionally.

• Yet, information about the substances in our textiles is often 
non-existent.



3. EU policy mechanisms – opportunities for 
‘ingredient lists’ for chemicals in clothing

• The 2014 review of the Textile Labelling Regulation concluded that more research was 
needed on allergenic substances in textile products and that the “need for further 
measures to control the presence of substances (in particular sensitizers) which are found 
in finished textile products and may be released from products should be assessed”.

• The Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability commits to substitute and minimize the 
presence of substances of concern in consumer products, such as textiles.

• The revision of the TLR – and the introduction of the DPP under the new ESPR – should 
support full disclosure of harmful chemicals used in manufacturing processes and 
those present in textile products.

• As a minimum, we need disclosure of all substances of very high concern (SVHCs); 
carcinogens, mutagens and reprotoxic substances (CMRs); allergens and sensitisers; 
endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs); per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) –
including fluorotelomer acrylates (FTAs) and fluorotelomer alcohols (FTOHs); heavy 
metals; neurotoxins; flame retardants (halogenated compounds); alkylphenols; and 
phthalates.



4. Global mechanisms

• UNECE Recommendation No.46: Enhancing traceability and 
transparency of sustainable value chains in the garment and 
footwear sector (ECE/TRADE/463)

• Target B3 set through the Global Framework on Chemicals 
(previously SAICM) is about chemicals in products and getting 
information to consumers. To meet this target, information must 
be made publicly available of all Substances of Concern in 
products. The Commission should refer to the criteria on 
information exchange systems for disclosing chemicals in 
products set out in the Guidance for stakeholders on exchanging 
chemicals in products information from the Strategic Approach 
to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) ‘Chemicals in 
products’ programme.

https://unece.org/trade/publications/recommendation-no46-enhancing-traceability-and-transparency-sustainable-value


5. Civil society initiatives

• The Fashion Transparency Index is an 
annual exercise carried out by the NGOs 
Fashion Revolution and Ethical 
Consumer to track commitments made 
by companies.

• The Index ranks 250 of the world’s 
biggest fashion brands and retailers 
based on their public disclosure of 
human rights and environmental 
policies, practices and impacts across 
their operations and supply chains.

https://www.fashionrevolution.org/about/tr
ansparency/

https://www.fashionrevolution.org/about/transparency/
https://www.fashionrevolution.org/about/transparency/


5. Civil society 
initiatives



6. Aarhus Convention Requirements

• Article 5(6)
“Each Party shall encourage operators whose activities have a significant 
impact on the environment to inform the public regularly of the environmental 
impact of their activities and products, where appropriate within the framework 
of voluntary eco-labelling or eco-auditing schemes or by other means.”

• Article 5(8)
“Each Party shall develop mechanisms with a view to ensuring that sufficient 
product information is made available to the public in a manner which enables 
consumers to make informed environmental choices”



6. Aarhus Convention Requirements

• 7th Task Force on Access to Information
(c) Called on Parties to continue developing and improving 
frameworks encouraging operators whose activities had a 
significant impact on the environment to apply tools such 
as eco-labelling, energy-labelling, product passports, 
product declarations, warning labelling and other tools to 
inform the consumers; 
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