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Key activities:

• Gathers and  analyses state of 
the art information and data

• Translates the data for policy 
makers

• Provides in country technical 
support 

Sectorial work:
• Extractive industry
• Agribusiness 
• Chemicals industry
• Buildings
• Textile,
• Electronic, toys etc. 



CHEMICALS IN PRIORITY SECTORS



https://www.unep.org/re
sources/report/chemicals
-plastics-technical-report

EXAMPLE



EXAMPLE



https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/know
ledge-centre/resources/communicating-
product-sustainability-information-related-
chemicals

This document explores means and 
considerations for better providing 
information on chemicals and material 
ingredients as part of product 
sustainability information, by addressing 
key topics related to chemicals in 
products.



COMMUNICATING PRODUCT SUSTAINABILITY INFORMATION RELATED TO CHEMICALS



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICYMAKERS
Ensuring that consumers are adequately informed about the chemicals 
contained in their products:

• Encourage the presence and enforcement of strong regulatory frameworks 
(compliance with MEAs and other global guidelines) 

• Encourage manufacturers and suppliers to align their sustainability communications 
related to chemicals in products 

• Promote the use of ecolabelling initiatives that provide independent and competent 
assurance to sustainability claims made in relation to chemicals in products

• Ensure that national, regional and local policy on information provision informs and 
empowers the consumer  -including  awareness raising campaigns

• Take measures to control online sales (require online sellers to comply with banned 
chemicals/ detention lists) 



EXAMPLE
INTEGRATING A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO CHEMICAL SUBSTITUTION INTO 
PRODUCT SUSTAINABILITY COMMUNICATION

https://tcocertified.com/news/approved-safer-alternatives-reduces-the-chemical-risk-in-it-manufacturing/



EXAMPLE



EXAMPLE
ADDRESSING BANNED CHEMICALS IN PRODUCTS 

1. Update national laws to be 
consistent with the 
Minamata Convention 

2. Strengthen and ensure 
enforcement of the 
manufacturing and trade 
ban of mercury added 
cosmetics in the 
manufacturing countries 

3. Control the production and 
trade of mercury-added 
compounds

4. Take measures to control 
online sales

5. Raise awareness/educate 
consumers https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-

products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products



THANK YOU

Malgorzata Stylo
Chemicals and Health Branch
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Malgorzata.stylo@un.org
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