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North Macedonia joins Protocol on 
Water and Health 
North Macedonia became the 28th 
country to join the UNECE-WHO/Europe 
Protocol on Water and Health in 
October 2023, thus committing to drive 
action on water, sanitation and hygiene, 
protecting its natural resources and 
fostering a healthier environment for its 
citizens. This milestone was celebrated 
during the Task Force on Target Setting 
and Reporting in Geneva on 14 
November.    

         

Learn more  

 

 

What happened under the Water Convention? 

 

 

Water crises show need to link 
management of underground and 
surface waters in international basins, 
urge countries and UN   
The Global Workshop on Conjunctive 
Management of Surface Water and 
Groundwater: National to 
Transboundary Level (16-17 October 
2023) brought together hundreds of 
experts from countries, the United 
Nations, international partners and 
water experts - who stressed the urgent 
need to better connect groundwater 
and surface water management, both at 
national level and in shared basins.  

         

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus21.campaign-archive.com%2F%3Fe%3D__test_email__%26u%3D0317f0988bdb4f7cf9deeb356%26id%3D24f475ff0d&data=05%7C01%7Celise.zerrath%40un.org%7C1f0d8e87e1044188921308dbeb519c23%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638362508000493260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wLoh1WzppbOpg3JqqTpcg93v1YuIxod%2FZe7WqjZPqjo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus21.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Funece.org%252Fmedia%252Fpress%252F383872%26xid%3D969d6addb4%26uid%3D200525050%26iid%3D24f475ff0d%26pool%3Dcts%26v%3D2%26c%3D1700653224%26h%3D8a8395129e08372d55597d5377f670f9e8158546331fe8cbf4e36d509875d2ca&data=05%7C01%7Celise.zerrath%40un.org%7C1f0d8e87e1044188921308dbeb519c23%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638362508000493260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2Bs3oA7EVuYdLle2xYHF5HqVGFkbG5RZrdGkSZIFvUk%3D&reserved=0


Read more  

 

 

Over 40 countries gathered to drive 
development of transboundary water 
cooperation agreements  
The Water Convention secretariat, 
under the leadership of the 
Governments of Hungary and Germany 
and with several partners, held a global 
workshop in Budapest on 7-8 November 
to support the development of 
transboundary water cooperation 
agreements and other arrangements.  

 

 

 

        

Read more  

 

 

 

 

Botswana accelerates progress on 
Water Convention accession and 
shared river agreements 
A concrete road map to guide 
Botswana’s accession process was the 
main outcome of the National workshop 
related to the Water Convention, 
organized in Gaborone on 25-26 
October 2023 by the Ministry of Lands 
and Water Affairs in partnership with 
UNECE and financed by the European 
Union.   

 

        

Read more  

 

 

Water-energy “nexus” approach is key 
to renewable energy transition and 
managing climate vulnerability: the 
case of the Drina River Basin  
As part of the Sarajevo Energy and 
Climate Week (25-29 September 2023), 
UNECE and partners joined discussions 
looking at renewable energy 
development in the Drina River Basin.  
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Read more  

 

 

What happened under the Protocol on Water and Health? 

 

 

Pan-European countries convene to 
increase resilience to climate change 
under the Protocol on Water and 
Health 
As extreme weather events increase, 
pan-European countries took stock and 
identified key directions and priority 
actions at a Strategic Roundtable on 
Increasing Resilience to Climate Change 
in the Water and Sanitation Sector 
(Geneva, 13-14 November 2023).  

         

Read more  

 

 

What else happened? 
• Armenia and its partners develop new approaches for water resilience at the 

National Policy Dialogue on water: Chaired by Armenia's Ministry of Environment 
and organized within the “European Union for Environment” Programme 
framework, the National Policy Dialogue on Water focused on water resilience in the 
context of increasing pressures, including climate change. Read more 

• Trilateral Prut Declaration signed: The Trilateral Declaration on Cooperation on 
the Management of International Water Issues in the Prut River Basin between 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Romania was signed by the three countries at 
the International Conference "United for Justice. United for Nature" in Kyiv, Ukraine 
in 20 October. Read more 

• Representatives of the Eastern Partnership countries have discussed status, 
challenges, lessons learned and potential for advancing transboundary 
cooperation in the region. Representatives of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and partners have looked at the results of the latest 
round of the SDG 6.5.2 reporting and case studies at a meeting in Geneva on 19 
October. 
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Transboundary water cooperation as a 
means to address climate change 
With one week remaining until the 2023 
UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) 
kicks off in Dubai on 30 November 2023, 
the Transboundary Water Cooperation 
Coalition issued a policy brief providing 
strong arguments for transboundary 
water cooperation to tackle climate 
change. 

 

 

         

Read the policy brief  

 

 

Save the date - Upcoming events 
• 30 November - 12 December 2023: UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) - The 

Water Convention Secretariat co-organizes various events 
• 5 - 6 December 2023: Global workshop on Funding and Financing Transboundary 

Water Cooperation and Basin Development (Geneva and online) 
• 7 - 8 December 2023: Eighth meeting of the Task Force on the Water-Food-Energy-

Ecosystems Nexus (Geneva and online) 
• 11 - 12 December 2023: Sixteenth meeting of the Implementation Committee of 

the Water Convention (Geneva) 
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Now available in French and Arabic:  
Practical guide for the development of 
agreements or other arrangements for 
transboundary  water cooperation 
 
The Practical Guide aims to support 
countries and other stakeholders in the 
design and drafting or review of 
agreements or other arrangements for 
transboundary waters. The publication 
is now also available in French and 
Arabic, in addition to the English and 
Russian language version.  

 

 

         

Read more  

 

 

 

 

Now available in French: Updated 
Strategies for Monitoring and 
Assessment of Transboundary Rivers, 
Lakes and Groundwaters 
The Updated Strategies for Monitoring 
and Assessment of Transboundary 
Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters provide 
strategic guidance on monitoring, 
assessment and data sharing in a 
transboundary context, building on 
global experience on these issues. The 
publication is now also available in 
French, in addition to the English and 
Russian language version.  

 

        

Read more  
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