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1. SDG PROGRESS in ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

Progress towards all 17 SDGs in the Asia-Pacific region has been slow

▪ Increasing from 4.4% in 2017 to 14.4% in 2022

▪ Asia-Pacific may miss the 2030 target in time



2015 2022
TARGET 20

30

1 No poverty

2 Zero Hunger

3 Good health and well-being

4 Quality education

5 Gender equality

6 Clean water and sanitation

7 Affordable and clean energy

8 Decent work and economic growth

9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure

10 Reduced inequalities

11 Sustainable cities and communities

12 Responsible consumption and production

13 Climate action

14 Life below water

15 Life on land

16 Peace, justice and strong institutions

17 Partnerships for the Goals

Regression Insufficient indicatorsProgress Evidence strength

Progress in 
Asia-Pacific 
2022 

1. SDGs 7 & 9: greatest progress. SDG 13 is regressing.

https://data.unescap.org/


2. Digital Tech Accelerates Progress towards the SDGs

Countries with stronger digital infrastructure made more SDG progress 
between 2010 and 2020 – compared to peer countries in their income group

( Source: ITU )

40% 44%



Eight Entry Points for Leveraging Digital Technologies and Data 



Asia Pacific Information Superhighway

and

APIS Action Plan 2022-2026
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Asia Pacific Information Superhighway (APIS)

1. Uniqueness: Only one digital network covering all Asia-Pacific

2. Objective

▪ To bridge the digital divide and accelerate digital transformation by 

promoting digital technology, connectivity and data use.

3. Two Major Roles

a. Accelerator role for finding digital solutions for SDGs

b. Coordinator role for coordination, cooperation and partnerships
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AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2026 (Regional Blueprint) 

Play as a regional blueprint for actions

3 pillars (3 pathways) and 25 actions. 

3 Working Groups

Member-driven
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AP-IS Action Plan (2022-2026): 25 Actions
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Asia Pacific Digital / ICT Events and Activities
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Intergovernmental Policy Dialogues

(Ministerial-level event)
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Asia-Pacific Digital Ministerial Conference 2024

1. Resolution 79/10 in May 2023

▪ Promoting digital cooperation and inclusion through the Action Plan for 

Implementing the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Initiative, 2022–

2026

2. Kazakhstan committed MC

▪ around August 2024

▪ Theme: Digital for Climate (Green Digital Transformation) or AI for 

SDGs (TBD) 
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Institutional Capacity Building Projects
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ICT Projects and Partnerships

1. Central Bank Digital Currency (RB)

2. Digital and transport connectivity for rural communities (RB)

3. Internet Exchange Points (IXP) in the Pacific (RB)

4. UN SPECA WG on Innovation and Technology (RB)

5. Clean Air for Sustainable ASEAN (CASA) (XB)

6. Digital ID systems in ASEAN (2025-2028) under review (XB)

7. Capacity building on digital technology applications for Pacific (2024-2026), approved by
donor (XB)

8. AI for SDGs (certificate programme): under negotiation

▪ Master course for AI Policy
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Analytical Research

(Asia-Pacific Digital Transformation Report)
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2. Findings Asia-Pacific Digital Transformation 

Report 2022

United Nations ESCAP Flagship Report

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/asia-pacific-di

gital-transformation-report-2022-shaping-our-dig

ital-future
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https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/asia-pacific-digital-transformation-report-2022-shaping-our-digital-future
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/asia-pacific-digital-transformation-report-2022-shaping-our-digital-future
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/asia-pacific-digital-transformation-report-2022-shaping-our-digital-future


First Digital Transformation Index 

1. First & global index on digital transformation

2. Analysis beyond the business sector

3. Very comprehensive index

▪ 105 indicators for 108 countries

4. Now working on index development: Digital for Climate
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Building Framework (3 development stages)

3 digital Development Stages:
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Building Framework (5 Actors)
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NW / Infra

Government

Business

People

Ecosystem

Network Availability 
and Affordability

Quality Connectivity

DT Foundation DT Adoption DT Acceleration

Inclusive Connectivity

Investment and 
Regulation

Applications and 
Services

Inclusive 
Competitiveness

ICT Market Digital Market Innovation Market

Basic Skills and 
Education

Digital Skills and 
Literacy

Digital Capacity
And Creativity

Macroeconomic
Stability

Diversity and 
Dynamism

Environmental 
Sustainability

Digital Transformation Index Framework

3 Stages

5 Pillars

(Total: 105 indicators)

Each domain



Source of Indicators
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105 Indicators

+ 34 survey data 
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Digital Transformation Landscape 
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Analytical Research: Digital Divides
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2024 Asia-Pacific Digital Transformation Report

1. Theme: Digital for Climate

2. Focus:

a. how two drivers are changing our socio-economic structures and will transform in
what shape

b. How two drivers are interlinked

c. What scenarios and our actions?

3. To Ministerial Conference 2024, in Kazakhstan, August 2024

4. Call a partner meeting around in December 2023, inviting interested partners
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Way Forward: Regional Cooperation and Coordination

Regional digital cooperation for building a 
resilient and inclusive digital economy.

through: 

▪ the Asia-Pacific Information 
Superhighway as your platform 



Thank you very much

IDS/IDD

ESCAP
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