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Reporting on Sustainable Development
Goal indicator 6.5.2 and under the
Convention
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Overview

* SDG indicator 6.5.2 & results of the 2" reporting round

e Status of the 3™ reporting exercise 2023/24 and preliminary
results

* Next steps and available support
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SDG 6.5.2 indicator monitoring process
& reporting under the Convention

e Data on indicator 6.5.2 collected

every 3 years by UNECE and UNESCO (as for other Transbouz;‘;f;e;;‘;';

SDG6 indicators): T
2017 => 2020 => 2023 =>2026 =>2029 5

* Parties report under the Convention and on SDG
indicator 6.5.2 through one template

UNECE

PROGRESS ON TRANSBOUNDARY WATER
COOPERATION UNDER THE WATER CONVENTION

ion and
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e Submitted data is analyzed & fed into political dialogue
at global & regional levels

* UN Water reports on overall progress toward SDG 6
 HLPF, UN Statistical Division, SDG databases

* reports on Progress on transboundary cooperation @0 | e unece
worldwide

e reports on Progress on cooperation under the Water
Convention

e Reporting results also used to define the future
Programme of Work under the Convention and feed

. th . . N
into the 10" Meeting of the Parties \fklx\i\ﬁ/ WATER
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https://unece.org/info/Environment-Policy/pub/360105
https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-transboundary-water-cooperation-652-2021-update/

Results of the 2nd reporting 2020/21 AT

Increase in response received and high * Noton track

level of engagement Only 24 countries report all transboundary surface waters
and groundwaters covered by operational arrangements.

129 out of 153 countries submitted reports And 32 have 90 % or more of their transboundary waters
in 2020 (108 in 2017) covered.

all Parties to the Water Convention Progress must be accelerated to ensure that all
responded transboundary basins are covered by operational
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arrangements by 2030

SDG indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received during the 2"d exercise
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https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-transboundary-water-cooperation-652-2021-update/

L
Results of the 2nd reporting 2020/21 on data and é

information exchange between countries (1/4) s

Figure 27. SDG indicator 6.5.2 reporting template, section IV, question 1 — What are the main
challenges your country faces in cooperating on transhoundary waters?

M aj O r C h a I | e n ges fo r Differences between national
tra n S bo u n d a r.y Wate r administrative and legal frameworks
COO pe ratlo n Lack of relevant data and information

Difficulties in data and information exchange

e Lack of relevant data
and information

Sectoral fragmentation at the national level

¢ DIffiCUItieS in data and Language barrier 1
information exchange

* Resource constraints

Enviornmental pressures
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Sovereignty concerns
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Results of the 2nd reporting 2020/21 on data and
information exchange between countries (2/4)

Figure 24. SDG indicator 6.5.2 reporting template, section ll, question 6(g) — What are the
main difficulties and challenges to data exchange?
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Results of the 2nd reporting 2020/21 on data and information égw%

exchange between countries (3/4) %dm

Figure 23. SDG indicator 6.5.2 reporting template, section I, question 6(d) - [If countries
exchange data and information,] on what subjects are information and data exchanged?

Less frequently

Environmental conditions

covered topics: a7
Research activities and o —
° POI | ution sources application of best available techniques “
o ] ] Emission monitoring data 65% 35%
[ J
Em ISS10NS Mon Itorl ng Planned measures taken to prevent, o =
d ata control or reduce transboundary impact
Point source pollution sources 73% 27%
* Flows or water levels | |
. | Diffuse pollution sources 68% 32%
INC grO un dwate r Existing hydromorphological - o
. CI . t I . I alterations (dams, etc)
) Imato leca Flows or water levels, incl groundwater 62% 38%
information | o |
Climatological information 73% 27%
¢ Wate ra bSt ractions Water abstractions 73% 27%
Future planned measures e >

with transboundary impacts,
such as infrastructure development

desicll SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2
E TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION ® Yes ® No




Results of the 2nd reporting 2020/21 on data and £ %
information exchange between countries (4/4)

Figure 10. Number of countries sharing transboundary aquifers and breakdown of SDG 6.5.2
indicator value (comparison between 2017 and 2020 data)?’

Lower availability of 2017 4] 8
information on ‘
2020* - .
transboundary |
aquifers 0 50 100 150
® Very high 90-100% High 70-90% ® Medium-high 50-70% Medium-low 30-50%
® Low 10-30% e Verylow 0-10% Indicator value not available Information not received

*|ncludes 2017 data from 18 countries, where 2020 data are not available

SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework (2020)
e 5 accelerators: financing, data and information, capacity development, innovation and governance

e Importance of data and information exchange to build trust among decision makers
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Response rate in the third reporting round on indicator 6.5.12
(as of 17 October 2023)

Deadline to submit national B NO response ®response received

reports was 30 June 2023,
but reports still accepted
until 7 November

« As of 17 October 2023:
v" 115 responses g
v 5 first ever responses -

v Lower response rate than in
2020) — 27 countries that
submitted reports in the past
did not report this time"

v’ 2 Water Convention Parties still
have not responded

v'Need to finalize indicator
values => reports need to be
‘validated’ ASAP =>
countries urged to respond
to feedback from custodians

sl SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2
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Still waiting for submissions from the following countries: & ... 9

(as of 17.10.2023)

Afghanistan (2017, 2020)
Algeria (2017, 2020)
Belgium (2017, 2020)
Belize (2020)

Bhutan

Brunei (2017, 2020)
Burundi (2017)
Cameroon (2017, 2020)
Canada (2017, 2020)
China (2020)

DPRK

DRC (2017, 2020)
Djibouti

Eritrea

Reports still accepted until 7 November

Gl SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2

TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION

Gabon (2017)
Guatemala (2020)
Haiti

Honduras (2017, 2020)
India

Indonesia (2020)

Iran

Kyrgyzstan (2020)

Lao PDR (2020)
Lesotho (2017)
Malawi (2020)

Mali (2017, 2020)
Mauritania

Morocco (2017, 2020)

<y
Mozambique (2020)
Niger (2017, 2020)
Pakistan (2017)

Papua New Guinea
Saudi Arabia (2020)
Somalia (2017, 2020)
Sudan

Syria

Tajikistan

Turkiye

Venezuela (2017, 2020)
Vietnam (2017, 2020)
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3 round: Preliminary results (1/2) 5.

* Process of reporting now well established in many countries
v'Less effort was required to prepare reports

» Quality of data improved
v"More precise information on surface areas
v'"New information on smaller basins added

v"More information on groundwater and aquifers, better understanding of their relations
with river basins
=> small fluctuations of the indicator value - although not always due to new operational
arrangements but rather improved data

* Some countries repeated previously reported information without effort to update/add new
one — requests to update information

« Many countries have shared reports with neighbours but unclear whether any other
coordination (dedicated meetings or joint bodies involvement) took place

AMOSANTATON \
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3" round: Preliminary results (2/2) 5. %

New arrangements are concluded but not always immediately operational /-[=\

Process leading to the adoption of an arrangement may take a long time - even
longer than the reporting cycle

Criterion 1 (joint body): takes time to establish, missing in some new arrangements
=> impacts on operationality

Criterion 2 (regular meetings): online meetings increasingly used

Criterion 3 (joint objectives): better understanding of this criterion among countries,
more often requires updated information on new documents

Criterion 4 (regular information exchange): answers can be different among riparians
sharing same basin.

=> Problems related to comparability of information, inadequate resources

Gl SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2 {.
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Gender: poorly reflected in transboundary cooperation
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Next steps and use of data

« Data collection and validation in 2023, and analysis in late 2023-
early 2024

* February 2024 — submission to the UN Statistical Division

* Reported data to be used to prepare a new report on the progress on
transboundary cooperation worldwide — draft to be finalized by April
2024, as well as a report on progress among Convention parties

« Submitted data to be eventually integrated in an online reporting
system and portal

» Data to be showcased at the HLPF on Sustainable Development, UN
Summit of the Future and similar high-level events.

Submission of Data fed
Data data to the into UN SDG
validation UNSD/ global Summit,
reports etc.

Receive
country
data

Data requests sent to

countries

D AoSATATION SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2

TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION
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Reminder: Guidance documents prepared by the

@onece  unesco

co-custodians

Int=grated Menitoring Guide for 506 &

Guide to reporting under the Water Convention

Opportunities to coordinate with neighboring

countries when completing the
SDG indicator 6.5.2 national report
i

Why coordinate?

Step-by-step monitoring methodoiogy for SDG INcator 5.2 version “2020" Whil fcat wies & tnational .
it _and as a contribution to SDG indicator 6.5.2 ol ol s s
s Help countries reach a common understanding on basic data or the need to address gaps
Reporting on lobal SDG indicator 652 "22 dentitying difterent views on cooperation in a basin, e.g, the operationality citeria, can provide a basis for discussing
LA —BY- - and agreeing on joint action. This has proven especially beneficial in relation 10 transboundary aquifers, where
TEMPLATE of the second cycle for reporting STEP-BY-STEP MONITORING METHODOLOGY FOR commonly agreed data may be absent Even agreeing nomenciature can help raise the profile of an aquifer, address
S D G 6 5 2 confusion and in turn help atiract external assistance.
INDICATOR 6.9.
Contentotthetmplte *] Improve the overall quality of 6.5.2 data
P - Prwldwg consistent data for the entire basin leads to better analysis of 6.5.2 data at basin, fegional and global levels
LN e e oy
+ Sl - Colsionof DG ndinr 652
o Secion I - Tnformtionon exch ransboundary basi or grosp of asias Particularty in the absence of a joint body, evaluate cooperation and its outcomes within a river basin
by CONTENT or aquifer, jointly reviewing Section Il of the report and using it as a checklist. This in tum may
N TV - Faal uesions e allow countries to reach a common of the challenges, and priorities for the river,
lake or aquifer; and
e ] 1 SDG indicator 6. 2 s provide an opportunity for countries to set commen targets, such as the development of a new or revised
Country 11 T river,lake indicator 5.5 2 2 agreement, the establishment or reinvigoration of a joint institutional body, or the adoption of a basin
12 defir 2 management plan
13 Specific approach for ife 4
NOTE' The SDG indicator 6.5.2 asks countries to report at the national level. While coordination is useful and
2 The Reporting porting iniaties . 8houk be enocureged, couniries sy imatay have Hfeertviews on thelt irametoumiary waters and
- - - - " may therefore sul
21 T use
i lakes. a
22 5DG indicator 6.5.1 and other Reporfing initiatives .5 Why the focus on coordination now?
N monitaring Good examples of co-ordination between Countries exist 1fom the g s 3 coordination - the Swedish Experience
2017 and 2020 data drives such as the experience of Sweden (see % B
s text box). Other examples include the countries of the Danube and ~ Freparation ":ls"u"": s g‘!:‘:
21 Data requirements to calculate the indicator Rhine where the respective basin commissions played a key role in POt was coordinaied by
Agency for Marine and Water Management
11 i coordinating inputs of iparian countries. However, in other cases it (S [ MEChe @0 el HEteaenett
s12 has been difficult to provide basin level analysis on 6.5.2due 1003PS  jncudes ' the completion of the draft
a2 sourcesofdata and discrepancies in the national reports. Common discrepancies questionnaire by & working group at SAMWM;
a21 include counlries not fising the same fivers, lakes of aquiers a5 consutative mestings haid online  wih
a3 shared, countries ot listing the same and counsis countries (Norway and Fland):
not agreeing whether or not the four criteria for hav with boards of
s. indicator ) been met.’ These discrepancies arise due 10 the use of different ﬂala counties with transboundary waters on
511 Stepiidentiy the s sources or caloulation methods. The hidden nature of aquifers adds ~ Section II; consuliations with the Finnish-
512 step2 calculate the surface area of each transboundary basin and aquifer, and the total sum.........s complexity and the andlor of 5""’_‘"5';I Tvar on
513 sweps i for [ their transboundary nature can vary greatly. s
: - 1 For
514 Step e Check which ofths existing n e axchanged. and mastings mus take flaca al Isas! 60  year, and a jint of Coornaled management plan or Smiar nsirumant
s15 s : must be in place.
e contst n

Template for
the 3rd reporting
exercise

' Coordination of replies

Guide to reporting under checklist
Step-by-step methodology the Water anventgi’on and |
for the calculation of the

value of SDG indicator 6.5.2 as contribution to SDG
‘ PR indicator 6.5.2
— 2020 version
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https://unece.org/guidance-materials-and-information-countries
https://unece.org/guidance-materials-and-information-countries
https://unece.org/environment-policy/publications/guide-reporting-under-water-convention-and-contribution-sdg

Reminder: Support available from co-custodians & . ‘a

e Provided inputs on SDG 6.5.2 to UN regional commissions in preparation for the UN 2023 Water Conference ea

* Participation and/or organization of global and regional events, workshops, webinars

e Support for the third data drive in 2023:
* Overall SDG6 outreach

e Global webinars

* Latin American, Arab, Asia-Pacific, Southeast Asia regional webinars/
workshops, in cooperation with partners

e Consultations with countries (over emails and calls)

* Review of draft reports

Responses to countries' qgueries
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tell SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2

SDG 6.5.2 data informs high-
level political dialogue:
* Global reports, such as the UN

SDGs Report, World Water
Development Report, etc.

 UN 2023 Water Conference,
HLPF on Sustainable
Development, UN SDG Summit

* In regional reports, such as
reports by UN ESCWA, CODIA

p—

Expatots.

The Sustainable Development Goals Report

2021

{7 United
@;@ Nations

TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION

GROUNDWATER
Making the invisible visible
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Thank you!

WEB

https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/
| I tfransboundary water cooperation reporting

https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security
firansboundary water cooperation reporting

% EMAILS

transboundary water cooperation reporting@un.org;
transboundary water cooperation reporting@unesco.org;

RESOURCES
9 https://unece.org/qguidance-materials-and-information-countries
https://sdgbdata.org/en/indicator/6.5.2

Special session to celebrate Chad's ac.
the Water Convention

CLEAN WATER

sl SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2
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https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
mailto:transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting@un.org
mailto:transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting@unesco.org
https://unece.org/guidance-materials-and-information-countries
https://sdg6data.org/en/indicator/6.5.2
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