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o Partnerships as a strategic asset for the development of statistical literacy

o Statistical literacy does not have the strength of financial education (and personal consciousness of the 

value and importance of the activities). Most probably financial education will be inserted in the upper

secundary school programmes as part of civic education

o Financial education is simpler to develop since it has a practical and noticeable (?) impact on people’s 

everyday life (people see the results of an improved financial literacy; they can better use their money, save, 

make plans for the future, make plan for retirement)

o On the other hand advantages of statistical literacy are seldom noticed as necessary, as an empowering 

factor

The value of partnerships
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The value of partnerships

o Statistics is for decision-making (Indeed but are we actually consciuous that we need to have data as a 

basis for better decision?) 

o Statistical literacy cannot always stand alone (It can for big projects such as competitions, didactic projects 

for schools such as Il censimento sui banchi di scuola)

o For the above-mentioned reasons sometimes it is better to enter partnerships in which statistical literacy is a 

part of larger projects (involving more than one area) 

o At the national level this represents for Istat a strategic  issue to develop statistical literacy

o School activities help us to be visible
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The development of statistical literacy is implemented through actions aimed at increasing the critical sense 

of the users through the correct understanding of statistical data and information. Basic elements of this 

process are:

o the promotion of the paradigm of statistical research (fundamental in the process of acquiring knowledge

through the empirical observation of reality);

o the orientation to the use and application of data and information produced by official statistics to a plurality

of cognitive, decision-making and evaluation contexts;

o the development of a method for decision-making, especially in conditions of uncertainty, through the use 

of official statistics;

o the knowledge of the set of criteria that guide the activity of the statistician and of the researcher;

o the promotion of metadata culture;

o the attention to quality and its “certification»

o

Development of statistical literacy
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Two types of partnership: formal and non-formal

o FORMAL

General Framework (MoU with the Ministry of Education)

On projects (Asoc)

o INFORMAL

On topics (Agriculture; 2030 Agenda)

o

Types of partnerships
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FORMAL

o Memorandum of Understanding with the Ministry of Education (formal)

o At the School of OpenCohesion

o Agreement with the Association of European Economic Education 

o Olimpyads (Italian Statistical Society) (formal)

o ILSP Statistical posters competition (Italian Statistical Society).  (formal)

INFORMAL 

o The European Researchers’ Night 

o Cooperation with universities (PCTO: Sapienza and LUMSA Universities)

o The Bank of Italy 

o INDIRE

Projects overview

COOPERATING WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS TO INCREASE TRUST IN OFFICIAL STATISTICS | PATRIZIA COLLESI7



At the School of Open Cohesion 

(https://www.istat.it/en/information-

and-services/students-and-

teachers/collaboration-with-at-the-

school-of-opencohesion)
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At the School of OpenCohesion



https://www.istat.it/en/information-

and-services/students-and-

teachers/agreement-with-the-

association-of-european-

economics-education-(aeee-italia)
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Lot of activities, among which:

Italian statistical Olympics

https://www.istat.it/en/archivio/276

707
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Italian Statistical Society



Lot of activities, among which:

ISLP poster competition

https://www.istat.it/en/archivio/287

054
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Italian Statistical Society



At territorial level Istat adheres to 

the activities of seven consortia to 

organize the Researchers’ Night
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European Researchers’ Night 



o Cooperation with universities is active for several activities. 

o The most recent are training activities devoted to students at secondary school level: 

Istat cooperation is required with specific modules on official statistical data, 

how they are produced, 

the quality process, 

how to make them circulate in stories.

o

Partnerships with Universities
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Live talks in the period of the 

temporary exhibition:

The Adventure of Money

January 2024-Aprile 2024

Topic is king:

Inflation

PPP

Households consumption

COOPERATING WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS TO INCREASE TRUST IN OFFICIAL STATISTICS | PATRIZIA COLLESI

14

The Bank of Italy



Public research bodies federated

under INDIRE – the research body 

of the ministry of education
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INDIRE project during the pandemic period



o From the different projects discussed above it is possible to see that working with other institutions is

possible at both levels: formal and informal. 

o Substantially there is no difference when working. 

o Formal activities are normally more difficult to start because of the formal agreement which needs to be 

approved at all hierarchical levels, i.e. it has to be approved by the governing bodies, “scanned” from a legal

point of view and so on but, when approved and signed from both parties it acts as a general framework for 

activities at several levels and for longer periods without no need of further approval and run smooth.

o Informal activities most often go forward and progress with the enthusiasm and urgence of something not

previously provided. Nevertheless, the results are good. 

o Institutions do not refuse to collaborate when Istat asks for collaboration, even without formal agreements

because they know what Istat produces. Cooperations are milestone to make statistics and statistical

literacy to penetrate in society.

Conclusions
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