
© Green Building Alliance 2021

CARBON-NEUTRAL AND ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
HOUSING IN THE ECE REGION

October 5, 2023

84th Session of the Committee on Urban Development, Housing 
and Land Management

Jenna Cramer, President & CEO



© Green Building Alliance 2021

Working to make every building 
and every community sustainable 
so every person can thrive.
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2030 and Beyond: A Place Where Every Person Can Thrive
Accelerating net-zero carbon, healthy, and affordable buildings and 
thriving communities for everyone.
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we must reduce CO₂ 
emissions in the entire 
[existing] built environment 
by 50-65% by 2030 and 
reach zero carbon by 2040.”

“If the world is to meet the 1.5°C 
carbon budget set in the 2015 
Paris Agreement, 

2030 District Model 
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Expanding the 
2030 Challenge 
across Western 
Pennsylvania and 
Northern West 
Virginia



Using Data to Drive Change
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Resource Guides

Renovation Hub

• Healthy, Efficient Home Campaigns
• Impact Storytelling

• Financing Options
• Products and Materials

• Renovation Strategies
• GBA Fee for Service Provider

Designers

Renovation Hub

• General Contractor Certification 
• Trade Specific Trainings

• Design Specifications
• Healthy Material Integration

• Realtor/Appraiser Education
• Lender Underwriting 

Contractors

Financial Institutions

Evaluation

Recruitment

Energy Upgrades

• Homeowner & Community Outreach
• Contractor Pairing

• Project Management
• Scaled Implementation

• Data Analysis
• Long-term Performance Tracking



Workforce Training: 
International Partnerships 

Sharing Best Practices



Sustainable Communities



Build Communities & Networks



NEIGHBORHOOD COMPREHENSIVE PLANS

HEALTHY, EFFICIENT AND 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING ARE 
ESSENTIAL TO THRIVING 
COMMUNITIES



Supported by US Department of Energy
Community LEAP Project

GOAL:
1. Create a roadmap to finance and strategically 

sustainability retrofit the Hill’s existing residential 
building stock

2. Establish a neighborhood-scale clean energy plan 
with a direct funding mechanism for the 
community

3. Evaluation of  the Hill’s abandoned mines can be 
used as renewable energy locations, carbon 
storage, or thermal energy generation



Pittsburgh’s Voluntary Local Review
Carnegie Mellon University published first Voluntary University Review



Global to Local Partnerships 
• Clean Energy Ministerial/Global Clean Energy Action Forum, Pittsburgh in 

2022: Toward a Buildings Breakthrough with UNECE, UNEP, and Global 
Alliance for Buildings and Construction

• Global partnerships create excitement and enthusiasm and a sense of 
common purpose as we mobilize local solutions to decarbonize the entire 
sector!

• Cooperation and Stronger Collaboration are essential
• Disseminating and accelerating best practices at the local level

• Looking Ahead:
• Centers of Excellence – Collaboration across UNECE program areas and 

with other international organizations
• UNECE IKI Project – Products and supply chain for healthy, high-performing buildings



Thank you
Jenna Cramer, President & CEO
www.gba.org 

http://www.gba.org/

	October 5, 2023
	Slide Number 2
	2030 and Beyond: A Place Where Every Person Can Thrive�Accelerating net-zero carbon, healthy, and affordable buildings and �thriving communities for everyone.
	Local Impact
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Using Data to Drive Change
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Community LEAP Project
	Pittsburgh’s Voluntary Local Review�Carnegie Mellon University published first Voluntary University Review
	Global to Local Partnerships 
	Slide Number 18

