
deserves a decent
place to live.

Housing challenges in the region of 
Central and Eastern Europe 

OCTOBER  2023

highest homeownership rates in the OECD, with 
over 70% of households owning their home 
outright. This is largely due to historical 
reasons, following the privatisation of state-
owned housing in the transition to a market 
economy in the early 1990s



Key characteristics

High home ownership (>70%)

Weak rental market  (Germany 50%, France 38,5%, Spain 24.2%, 
Poland 13.2%, Romania  4.7%)

Low quality & old stock – sizeable MAB segment built  between 50s 
and 90s, lowest renovation rate

Rapid affordability crisis past decade – (Estonia 155%, Lithuania, 
110%, Hungary 45%, Poland, 38% - Belgium 22%, FRA 9%)

Inexistent or poor social rental– (Estonia 1%, Lithuania, 1%, Hungary 
2%, Poland, 8% - Nethelands 35%, Austria, 23%, Denmark 22%)



STOCK AGE & QUALITY

EU: 35% of buildings are over 50 years old,  

further investment would be needed for 

maintenance and renovation.  

CEE: More than 50% of dwellings in 

Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia built between 

1946-1980. A large portion stock does 

not meet the minimal technical and 

energy efficiency standards (<80% in 

Hungary) resulting in high maintenance 

costs and energy bills. 



RENTAL MARKET SIZE



AFFORDABILITY CRISIS



SOCIAL RENTAL  STOCK



CREATION OF SOCIAL HOUSING 

STOCKS - EMPTY SPACES 
EMPTY SPACES to HOMES- (8-12% in the targeted countries) owned by local 

governments that can be used to create affordable housing •



MASS RENOVATION OF BUILDINGS
• Energy efficiency renovations have become more 

attractive as a result of rising energy and construction 
costs and interest rates (the average return on 
investment in energy efficiency in residential buildings has 
dropped from 13.2 years to less than 10 years).



TIME FOR MORE ROBUST 

HOUSING POLICY



Habitat for Humanity’s approach

Demonstrate viability via practical affordable housing 

projects 

Policy advocacy and support in policy implementation

Market Development



THANK YOU!

Besim Nebiu  (bnebiu@habitat.org)

Director, Central and Eastern Europe/Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CEE/CIS), 

Habitat for Humanity International, Europe and Middle 

East Area Office (EME)
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