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The Digital Standards Initiative aims to digitalise global trade by 

promoting policy reform and harmonising and driving adoption of

digital trade standards and technologies for the benefit of 

business, governments and people everywhere. 



1. Standards 

2. Policy 

3. Capacity

4. Collaborations 



Batch 1 analysis published March 2023

Examples 

of relevant 

standards 
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* Cross-border Paperless Trade Toolkit Click here 

Objective : “… to promote the harmonization of digitalized trade documents and… key data 
elements used in these trade documents, driving greater adoption of existing standards”. 

BATCH 2 (14 docs) – June to Sept 2023

BATCH 3 (16 docs)  Oct to Dec 2023

• Commercial Invoice

• Packing List

• Bill of Lading

• Cargo Insurance 

Certificate

• Warehouse Receipt

• Non-preferential 

Certificate of Origin

• Customs Declaration

• Customs Bond

• Letter of Credit

• Purchase Order

• Payment Confirmation

• Export Cargo Shipping Instruction

• Rail Consignment (CIM) Note 

• Road Consignment (CMR) Note

• Sea Cargo Manifest

• Air Cargo Manifest

• Airway Bill

• Seaway Bill

• Ship’s Delivery Order

• Bill of Exchange

• Promissory Note

• Proof of Origin Documentation

• Health Certificate for Live Animal 

Products

• Export/Import Sanitary or 

Phytosanitary (SPS) Certificate

• CITES Certificate of Endangered 

Species

• Certificate of Inspection for Organic 

Products

• Dangerous Goods Documentation

• Export/import licence for

controlled/dual-use goods, for

agricultural products and any other

products subject to a licence regime

• Safety & Security 

Declaration

• ATA Carnet (Transit)

• TIR (Transit)

• Union Transit

• Common Transit

• Binding Tariff 

Information

• Advance Tariff Ruling 

• Excise Guarantee

• Administrative

Documents used in the 

Excise Movement

Control System

Document Types:

1. Finance & Payment

2. Transport & Logistics

3. Documents of Title

4. Product-Related Documentation

5. Movement of products (export, import and transit)

6. Duties and Excise documentations

BATCH 1 (7 docs) – Launched Mar 2023

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/paperlesstrade2022_e.htm
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BATCH 1 - Working Group Members BATCH 2 - Working Group Members

Collaboration between standards experts and users
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DSI is aggregating principles for trust and reliability on the supply chain into a 

technology-neutral industry standard that can be assessed and certified 



1. Standards

2. Policy

3. Capacity

4. Collaborations 



Legal Reform Advisory Board :  We engage the public sector to 

progress legislative reform and build capacity to implement digital 

trade

9
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The MLETR Toolkit enables advocates to engage policy and industry 

on legal reforms to for digital trade

• MLETR Explanatory Note 

• MLETR Tracker

• The Case for Adoption of MLETR

• Legal Analyses

• Case studies 

• Industry digitisation reports

• Coming:  MLETR 101 e-learning 

module within the Certificate in 

Digital Trade Strategy

https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/policymakers



1. Standards

2. Policy 

3. Capacity

4. Collaborations 



Public Sector Capacity Building, a partnership with the ADB

• Awareness-raising, advocacy, and local capacity building

• Identify and support local champions in participating jurisdictions

• Assist in the preparation of local legislative frameworks for MLETR adoption

• Promote international best practices across participating jurisdictions

Objectives

Methodology
•

•

•

CHINA 

Launch 12 / 2022
Republic of Georgia 

Launch 4 / 2023

Vietnam Cambodia 
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An Online, Self-Study Course
- 5 modules, 20 videos, 5+ hours of learning, on standards, 

technologies, commercial aspects and policy 
- 200 courses (50 countries) completed since launch Nov 

2022

Certificate in Digital Trade Strategy: A professional qualification in digital trade

This course is highly relevant to those who have an interest in digital trade, particularly 

those who want to obtain a high-level overview before digging into the details of their 

particular field of interest.”

Pouya Jafari, Vice President, Digital Trade Innovation at SMBC

https://icc.academy/digital-trade-strategy-certificate/


1. Standards

2. Policy 

3. Capacity

4. Collaborations
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The Road to Adoption: The FIT Alliance

www.fit-alliance.org

Stéphane Graber

Launched Sept 5, 2023

http://www.fit-alliance.org/


Thank you!

Connect with us! 

Subscribe to our news

Visit our website: www.dsi.iccwbo.org

https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/dsi-news-alerts-signup
https://www.dsi.iccwbo.org/
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