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Is there a role for animals in the food system?
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Animals can have an important role if we redesign
today's food system towards circular food systems

WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY W Circular

NNNNNNNNNN o= © Food
& Systems




How would such a circular food system

look like?
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Animals in circular food systems
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Animals fed with the ‘leftovers’ from the food
system
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Eating food from recyclers results in
lowest land use
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GHG emissions reduced but healthy diets +
circular diets
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National dietary guidelines incompatible with circular food
system principles
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Recycling livestock no-regret solution
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Upcycled non-competing feedstuff

Farm animals in circular food systems upcycle non-competing feedstuff and therefore reduce feed-food competition.
This can increase global food supply while reducing pressure on the Earth's system.

Hannah H. E. van Zanten

But their role depends on how we
redesign the food system
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Scenario AgriBase
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The role of animals in future food systems

" If we redesign the food system animals can play a role in future food
systems

" This role will however largely be reduced
" This requires both production (crop and livestock) and consumption changes
" Careful research is needed based on a food systems approach
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