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the author highlights a potential gap between the meaning of environmental democracy and the 
actual form of public participation that is implemented. He suggests that the consultative 
approach outlined in the Convention may not be sufficient to fully realise the principles of 
environmental democracy and may instead serve as a superficial attempt to involve the public. By 
using the term 'tokenism', the author conveys a critical stance towards the current approach to 
public participation in environmental decision-making. 

8. This situation reminded me of a passage from Rudolf von Jhering's book, The Struggle for Law2, 
in which he asserts: “Under such circumstances, the lot of the few who have the courage to 
enforce the law becomes a real martyrdom. Their strong feeling of legal right, which will not 
permit them to quit the field, becomes a curse to them. Forsaken by all who should have been 
their natural allies, they stand alone against the lawlessness which has grown up in consequence 
of universal indolence and cowardice; and if, after all their sacrifices, they earn the satisfaction of 
having remained true to themselves, they reap, instead of gratitude, ridicule and scorn. The 
responsibility for this state of things falls not upon those who transgress the law, but on those 
who have not the courage to assert it. -- Do not accuse injustice of usurping the place of the law, 
but the law of permitting that usurpation. 

9. If I were called upon to pass judgment on the practical importance of the two principles: "Do no 
injustice," and: "Suffer no injustice," I would say that the first rule was: Suffer no injustice, and 
the second: Do none! 

10. If we take man as he actually is, there is no doubt that the certainty of meeting a firm and 
resolute resistance is far more powerful to prevent the commission of an injustice, than a simple 
prohibition which has, in fact, no greater practical force than a moral precept!” 

11. Our analysis of the results of our work over the years has led us to this difficult decision. We 
have found that the implementation of the Convention has been inconsistent and ineffective, 
and that it often falls short of the principles it espouses. Despite our efforts to address these 
issues, we have not seen the necessary changes to ensure the Convention's success. 

12. We would like to express our gratitude to the members of the Committee for their work, and 
especially to the Secretariat for their help over the years. We recognize the significant efforts that 
have been made to promote the Convention's implementation, and we hope that our decision 
will serve as a call to action to improve its effectiveness. 

13. We remain committed to environmental protection and to the principles of the Aarhus 
Convention, and we will continue to work towards these goals through other means. We thank 
you for your understanding, and we wish you all the best in your ongoing efforts. 

 

 
 

Almendralejo, 21 April 2023 
 

The President 
 
 
 

 
Félix Lorenzo Donoso 

Plataforma Contra la Contaminación de Almendralejo 

 
2 Jhering, Rudolf von (1915/1997) The Struggle for Law, trans Lalor, J. J. Union, NJ: Lawbook Exchange reprint. Google 
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