
Torbay – A Resilient Green Local 
Authority? 

Torbay's experience of using the Urban Forest and UNECE screening toolkit for 
resilient Green Cities.



Torbay
What is SWISCo?

• Wholly owned Torbay Council company

• Deliver key services incl Waste and Recycling, 

Parks and GM, Highways and Streetscene.



Torbay
Where is it ?!

• South West of England

• Faces due east



Torbay
What is in it?

• 3 main towns

• Population circa 134,000

• Highly urbanised

• Unitary Authority



Torbay
What have we done so far?

• Carried out two i-tree eco surveys 2011 

& 2021 



Torbay
What does canopy cover look like?

• itree data (2010) 11.2%

• itree data (2021) 18.2% (map)

• Opportunity mapping for tree 

planting
• Right tree right place



Torbay
Finally, itree data comparison on 

ecosystem services



Torbay

So how did we do on the toolkit? 



Torbay

So what does it all 

mean?

• Actions

• Accountability 

(who)

• Resources

• Dates



Torbay
What did we glean from the audit

• Real strategic oversight of the gaps 

• A series of action around where the gaps 

• review and assess current policies, planning and management 

approaches and to identify strengths and opportunities for

urban forest enhancement

• Now have meeting with senior management
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