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The role of youth in driving sustainable
management of urban trees and forest

Cecil C. Konijnendijk

cecil@nbsi.eu @AnUrbanForester
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IFSA: The Important 1990s...

* Reinvigoration and internationalisation — e.g., of the IFSS

* Anew logo!

» Official registration as an association under German law (1994)

e Secretariat moved from Lisbon to Goettingen

* Engagement with international organisations such as IUFRO, Union of
European Foresters, other student associations

e Engaging in discussions on forest education... and urban forestry

Educating foresters of the twenty-first century

C. Kenyendyk

Cecil Konijnendijk. a forestry shadent at Wageningen Agncultural Uriversity, the Netherfands, (s President of the imematicosl Forestry Students Association
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IFSA: The Important 1990s... also for me!

Forests,

e |FSS 1991: Forests, A Growing _
Concern, Wageningen, Netherlands

e |FSS 1992: Padua, Italy

e |FSS 1993: Serdang, Malaysia

e |FSS 1994: Zurich, Switzerland

e |FSS 1995: Helsinki, Finland

* |FSS 1996: Melbourne & Canberra,
Australia

e |FSS 1997: Stellenbosch, South Africa







IFSA: What it has meant to me

* First contact with ‘urban forestry’ and the start of an international career
* Becoming international —and working with an international mindset

* Network and contact with e.g., international organisations
e Building my resumé — and landing my first real job

e Getting some mentors

e Some friends for life

* Taking the opportunities offered!




Urban Forestry

The art, science, and technology of
managing trees and forest resources in and
around urban community ecosystems for
the physiological, sociological, economic,

and aesthetic benefits trees provide society

(Helms 1998, based on Miller 1997)
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INNER FORESTS NEARBY FORESTS

Cooler Cities Clean Water
Less Noise Pollution Reduced Flooding
Access To Nature ess Soil Erosion

Better Health Recreation In Nature
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https://atlasofthefuture.org/project/cities4forests/

FARAWAY FORESTS

Carbon Sequestration
Responsible Timber
Medicinal Compounds
Biological Diversity




15Global

Over 4% of summer mortality in European
cities is attributable to urban heat islands

Sowrce: Lungwan T, ot al, The Lawcer, 2023,
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Why Neture Makes Us Happier,

Healthicr, and More Creative
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and prevent1/3 of
premature deaths

attributable to urban
heat islands in summer
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THE UN FOREST PODCAST B

URBAN FORESTS
by Stefano Boeri
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UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Sustainable Urban and Peri-urban Forestry

An Integrative and Inclusive Nature-Based Solution for Green
Recovery and Sustainable, Healthy and Resilient Cities

Policy Brief
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Opportunities for
recreation and
community

Supporting
positive mental
health, well-being,
and cognitive
development

Supporting
physical health
and cleaner air

Creating
Cooling urban opportunities
temperatures 1;;:::::; :::od
Creating
Supporting green economy
biodiversity opportunities

Contributing to
climate change
mitigation

Reducing
disaster risks 4'/
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des 3-30-300 pour avoir plus de
chances d'étre heureux 24 heures sur
24

Forestry expert Cecil
Konijnendijk recommended
the 3-30-300 rule

for urban planners...

Source: JUCN
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Sustainable Urban and Peri-urban Forestry

What you Can do T LT T

* Choose a career path, specialise — urban forestry, nature-
based solutions are hot!
* Get active in your own community — there are many

opportunities

* Promote the benefits of trees and forests —and of good -
practices. Planting trees is good, letting them grow old is |
better :

e Use IFSA as a platform for urban forests Trees in Cities

* Let’s create better, greener, healthier cities together! M Challenge
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