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Information sharing by Parties on the implementation of the Convention 
 
 

Template for the submission of 
examples of good practices with regard to air pollution 

 related policies, strategies and measures 
 
Background 
 
1. The Executive Body, at its thirty-sixth session, adopted decision 2016/3 on Improving the 
effectiveness of reporting on strategies, policies and other measures to implement obligations under the 
Convention and its Protocols. This decision stipulates that “the period for reporting the information 
referred to in article 5, paragraph 1 (a), of the 1994 Protocol on Further Reductions of Sulphur 
Emissions, article 7, paragraph 1 (a), of the Protocol on Heavy Metals, article 9, paragraph 1 (a), of 
the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and article 7, paragraph 1 (a), of the Protocol to Abate 
Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg Protocol) is at least once every 
four years”. As per this decision, the Executive Body also “invites States and organizations referred to 
in article 14, paragraph 1, of the Convention that are not Parties to these four Protocols to provide 
information on strategies, policies and measures to abate air pollution at the sessions of the Working 
Group on Strategies and Review.” 

2. The enclosed template has been developed to facilitate the submission by Parties of examples 
of and good practices with regard to different regulatory, voluntary, economic and other measures 
relating to air pollution in advance of WGSR’s sixty-first session.  The templates with information filled 
in should be sent to the secretariat at air_meetings@un.org by 1 August 2023. 

3. Delegations are invited to submit to the secretariat case studies/examples which could be of 
interest to other countries. A summary of submitted information will be made at the Working Group’s 
session. Parties that had not shared such information during the recent years are particularly invited to 
do so. An overview of the previous reporting at WGSR sessions since 2013 is available on the 
Convention website: 
https://unece.org/strategies-and-policies-abatement-air-pollution 
 
4. Examples could comprise, among others, economic measures such as financial incentives or 
disincentives (such as taxes, subsidies, set prices or caps/ceilings, payments, rebates), voluntary 
measures (such as voluntary agreements, programmes or contracts), regulatory or legislative measures 
or other measures (such as educational or informational measures). They can include policies, strategies 
and measures emanating from different sectors with positive effects on air pollution abatement (such as 
acts/laws on sustainable transport, sustainable agriculture/farming, energy, green building, biodiversity 
conservation and enhancement). A more detailed description of the implementation of your chosen 
policy, strategy or measure and related challenges and problems as well as solutions would be more 
useful than the presentation of many different examples. Furthermore, your examples could also be 
useful to other Parties even if they have not been successful by indicating why this was the case. You 
are thus also invited to submit experiences that cover such items as:  
 

a) A measure that was less effective than you anticipated and why;  
b) A measure that was actually more effective than you predicted;  
c) A measure that had particular implementation challenges – what were they and how did you 
address them;   
d) A measure that was either less expensive or more expensive than you had estimated.  What 
caused the increased or decreased costs?  
e) Goals that were set and were met by innovative strategies.  

mailto:air_meetings@un.org
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/envlrtapwelcome/convention-bodies/working-group-on-strategies-and-review/strategies-and-policies-for-the-abatement-of-air-pollution.html
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 Template to facilitate the submission of examples/good practices of strategies, 
policies and measures employed to implement obligations under any of the protocols 
to the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution 

Country: 
Belgium 

Pollutant(s): 
SOx, NOx, NH3, NMVOS, O3 and PM (PM10, 
PM2.5, BC, UFP and PAKs) 
 

Protocol(s):  
 
Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication 
and Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg 
Protocol).  
 

Sectors:  
 
The Flemish Air Policy plan 2030 applies to the 
industry sector, transport sector, agriculture 
sector and building heating.  
 

Type of strategy, policy or measure and the 
level of implementation:  
 
The Flemish Air Policy Plan 2030 describes 
several goals for Flanders, which is a sub-
national entity of Belgium. These goals are 
based on European legislation, namely the NEC 
directive and the Air Quality directive. To reach 
the goals of the Air Policy Plan we propose a 
set of measures for each sector.  
 
 

Method used for the current analysis: 
 
We used modelling, more specifically 
ATMOSTREET and VLOPS, to determine the 
current concentrations of air pollutants in the 
Flemish region and we made prognoses for 
different scenarios (Business as usual and a 
policy scenario).  

What is the main objective of the strategy, policy or measure? When has it been 
implemented/or will be implemented?  
 
The Flemish Air Policy Plan came into force in 2019. The Air Policy Plan describes in accordance 
with EU goals short term, mid-term and long term goals.  
 
The short term goal (as soon as possible) of the Air Policy plan is to ensure that in the Flemish 
region we have no exceedances of the European air quality standards and to meet the European 
emission ceilings the latest by 2020.  
 
The mid-term goal (2030) of the Air Policy Plan is threefold: 

- We endeavour to reduce the premature deaths by half caused by air pollution (PM2.5) 
compared to 2005. 

- We aim to reduce the number of people in each municipality by half who are living in a 
location where the annual average of NO2 concentration is higher than the WHO global 
air quality guidelines compared to 2016. 

- We reduce the surface of ecosystems with a third where the carrying capacity for 
eutrophication or acidification is exceeded compared to 2005. 

 
The long term goals (2050) of the Air Policy Plan is to meet the WHO global air quality guidelines 
in the Flemish region and to ensure that the carrying capacity of ecosystems is no longer exceeded.  
 
Background and driving forces:  
 
Air pollution still has a negative impact on human health and ecosystems in the Flemish region. Air 
pollution is an important cause of premature death in the European Union and in Flanders.  
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The Flemish Air Policy Plan translates European legislation, more specifically the NEC directive, 
the air quality directive and the clean air programme, into a subnational policy plan. Through 
taking measures for several sectors this Air Policy Plan wants to reduce different pollutants (NOx, 
SOx, NH3, NMVOS, O3 and PM).  
 
Description of the strategy, policy or measure: 
The Flemish Air Policy Plan describes short term, mid-term and long term goals. For each sector 
(industry, transport, agriculture and building heating) the plan set out a set of measures. An 
example of a measure for the transport sector is: ‘We stimulate the use of (ultra) low emission 
zones in urban areas’. Another example for building heating is: ‘We conclude a Green Deal on 
emissions from domestic wood combustion’. 
 
Every four year there will be an actualisation of the Air Policy Plan and every 2 years we will 
publish a progress report with the aim to indicate where we stand in accomplishing the goals of the 
Air Policy Plan and if there is a need for additional policies.  
 
In normal circumstances the Air Policy Plan would have been actualised in 2023. Because of the 
revision of the European Air Quality Directive there has been decided that the Air Policy Plan will 
be actualised after the revision of this directive.  
In September 2023 the second progress report will be published. 
 
 
Costs, Funding and Revenue allocation:  
/ 
 
Effect and impacts on air pollution abatement:  
 
The Flemish Air Policy Plan describes short term, mid-term and long term goals. Through taking 
measures for different sectors the Air Policy Plan has the aim to reduce air pollutants. The first 
progress report was published in 2021.  
 
Short term goal:  
Since 2014 all EU Air Quality Standards are being respected except for NO2. As soon as possible 
we want to achieve the Air Quality Standard for NO2 in the Flemish region, which means no 
exceedances in the modelling results, air quality measurements and passive samplers.  
 
Mid-term goals: 
In 2005 there were 6600 premature deaths caused by air pollution in Flanders. In 2019 we are on 
schedule to reach the 2030 goal (maximum of 3300 premature deaths), which means there is a 
gradual decrease of premature deaths caused by air pollution. If in the future this number 
increases or stagnates, there will be a need for additional measures.  
The mid-term goal to half the number of people living on a location where the NO2 concentration is 
higher than the WHO guidelines is not reached yet. Most municipals are on schedule and some 
municipals already reached the 2030 goal. However, the agglomeration Antwerp and the 
municipals around Brussels are not on schedule, which means there is a need for extra attention 
for these regions. (the results of the progress report are based on the old WHO guidelines 
(20µg/m3)). 
Since 2015 there is no gradually decrease of the surface of ecosystems where the carrying capacity 
for eutrophication or acidification is exceeded (in 2015 80% was in exceedance, in 2019 also 80% 
was in exceedance). There is a need to implement all measures of the Air Policy Plan 2030 and 
there may be a need for additional measures.  
 
References/Further information:  
Website: https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030  

https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030
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Air Policy Plan: https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-
luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030/1-vr-2019-2510-med-0359-2-
luchtbeleidsplan.pdf  
Progress report: https://www.vmm.be/publicaties/vlaams-luchtbeleidsplan-2030-
voortgangsrapport  
 
Contact: Please insert your contact details below. 
 
Name: Lotte Claes 
Country: Belgium 
Organization: Flemish Environmental agency 
Address: Dokter de Moorstraat 24-26, 9300 Aalst 
Telephone: +32475824896 
Email: l.claes@vmm.be 
 
Additional comments: / 

 

https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030/1-vr-2019-2510-med-0359-2-luchtbeleidsplan.pdf
https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030/1-vr-2019-2510-med-0359-2-luchtbeleidsplan.pdf
https://www.vmm.be/lucht/evolutie-luchtkwaliteit/beleidsplannen/luchtbeleidsplan-2030/1-vr-2019-2510-med-0359-2-luchtbeleidsplan.pdf
https://www.vmm.be/publicaties/vlaams-luchtbeleidsplan-2030-voortgangsrapport
https://www.vmm.be/publicaties/vlaams-luchtbeleidsplan-2030-voortgangsrapport

