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Part 3: Use the information for future planning and improvement 
of cooperation



The Region is not on Track to Achieve SDG 6

• Take action to reverse negative trends 
on WUE and the protection and 
restoration of water-related ecosystems

• The persistent challenge of resource use 
inefficiency is reflected in the Asia 
Pacific regions performance on 
responsible consumption and 
production

• A large population still lacks access to 
safely managed drinking water services 
and basic handwashing facilities. A 
reverse trend in clean water and 
sanitation occurred owing to increased 
water stress.

• Improve participatory water and 
sanitation management and water 
accounting and allocationSource: Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2023



Transboundary Water Resources (Rivers & Aquifers)

• Asia has 57 transboundary river 
basins, which account for 39 per cent 
of the continent’s land surface

• 10 are covered by basin-wide 
agreements, 15 partially covered and 
32 not covered 

• 780 million people in South and 
Southeast Asia are dependent on 
transboundary rivers

• Over 50 per cent of Asia’s aquifers 
report high Aquifer Stress Index (ASI) 
rates

Source:  Location of major transboundary aquifers (international codes included) (Lee, 2018)



Transboundary Water Resources (Rivers & Aquifers)

Source: UNESCO (2006). Transboundary Aquifers in Asia
with Special Emphasis to China



Regional consultation: Midterm Review 
of the UN Water Action Agenda for Asia 
& Pacific, March-April 2022

Knowledge Sharing and Dialogues on SDG 6

UN 2023 Water Conference, Regional 
Commissions Side Event, 24 March 
2023, New York HQ  

10th Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development, SDG6 Roundtable, 28 
March 2023, UNCC, Bangkok
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