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Market Surveillance:
Standards, test reports, declarations of conformity and certificates

A Belgian case study : FFP2 

Jan Deconinck, M. Sc. Eng

Belgian Federal Ministry (FPS) of Economy
Directorate-General Quality and Safety

Metrology Department
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Goal of Market Surveillance
Safe products

Level Playing Field Free Circulation of goods
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Harmonised sectors :
• The directive/regulation establishes only the essential requirements

the products must comply with.
• Products which do comply these requirements must be allowed by

the various Member States on their respective markets.
• Products which do not meet these requirements may not be placed

on the market.

European legal framework

General Safety Requirement:
Producers shall be obliged to place only safe products 
on the market.
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Conformity Assessment
Obligations

Obligations of manufacturers
1. ensure that the product has been designed and manufactured in
accordance with the safety objectives
2. (harmonised sector) draw up the technical documentation and
carry out the conformity assessment procedure or have it carried out.

• draw up an EU declaration of conformity and affix the CE
marking.

• +> Conformity assessment bodies (accredited)
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• Products manufactured in conformity with harmonised standards
are presumed to be conformant to the essential requirements

• Standards are not mandatory, they remain voluntary (Alternate
paths are possible but the economic operator has an obligation to
prove his products are conformant to the essential requirements)

• Standards must offer a guarantee of quality with regard to the
essential requirements of the directives/regulations

Conformity Assessment
Use of standards
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Conformity Assessment
Test Reports

Testing laboratories (ISO-IEC 17025)
• Competent
• Impartial
• Consistent

Issue Test Reports
• Testing method
• Testing results
• Fail /Pass for specific requirements
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Conformity Assessment
Accreditation

Mutual recognition art 5
The competent authorities of Member States of destination shall not
refuse test reports or certificates that were issued by a conformity
assessment body accredited for the appropriate field of conformity
assessment activity in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 765/2008
on grounds related to the competence of that body.

765/2008 art 11.2
National authorities shall recognise the equivalence of the services
delivered by those accreditation bodies which have successfully
undergone peer evaluation



E60000 6-25 N

9

Conformity Assessment
Notified Bodies

• A notified body is an organisation designated by an EU country
to assess the conformity of certain products before being
placed on the market.

• These bodies carry out tasks related to conformity assessment
procedures set out in the applicable legislation, when a third
party is required.

• The European Commission publishes a list of such notified
bodies (NANDO).
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Conformity Assessment
Declaration of Conformity

• DoC states that the fulfilment of the safety objectives has been
demonstrated.

• It shall be
• continuously updated.
• translated into the language or languages required by the

Member State in which the electrical equipment is placed or
made available on the market

• signed

• The manufacturer (or authorised representative) assumes the
responsibility for compliance
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Conformity Assessment
Declaration of Conformity
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Conformity Assessment
Certificates

• No legal value
• Cannot be used as conclusion of conformity assessment
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Conformity Assessment
Flow

Legislation

•Essential
Requirements

Standards

•Assumption of 
conformity

Tests

•Test report
•Fail/Pass 

Requirements

Conformity 
Assessment

•CAB
•Accreditation
•Notified

bodies

Manufaturer

•Declaration of 
Conformity

•Technical File
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Contact

Jan Deconinck, M. Sc. Eng

Belgian Federal Ministry (FPS) of Economy
Directorate-General Quality and Safety

Metrology Department

jan.deconinck@economie.fgov.be
Metrology@economie.fgov.be

mailto:jan.deconinck@ecpnomie.fgov.be
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