
VNR-VLR studio “Evidence-based 
approaches to the development of the 

Voluntary Local Reviews: experiences and 
best practices” - 30 March 2023



UNECE was established to foster economic integration at the regional 
and subregional levels and to promote regional sustainable 
development. Every year, UNECE convenes Regional Forum on 
Sustainable Development

The UNECE Housing and Land Management Unit (HLMU) under the 
Forests, Land and Housing Division, is a secretariat to the UNECE 
Committee on Urban Development, Housing and Land Management.

The Committee is the only intergovernmental body addressing urban 
challenges in the UNECE region, serving as a forum for the exchange of 
best practices, and providing a platform for policy formulation and 
implementation.

UN Economic Commission for Europe 

https://www.unece.org/housing/committee.html


• To further support SDG localization, UNECE convened the
First Forum of Mayors in 2020, which brought together over
40 mayors from the UNECE region.

• The Second Forum of Mayors took place from 4-5 April 2022.
It served as a platform for the exchange of experiences on
the localization of the SDGs.

• On 13 January 2023, UNECE member States decided to
establish the Forum of Mayors as a subsidiary body of the
CUDHLM. The third Forum of Mayors will be held in Geneva,
from 2-3 October 2023. The forum will help
foster connections between local and national
actors, strengthening VLR - VNR interlinkages.

Forum of Mayors

https://forumofmayors.unece.org/
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/press/forum-mayors-officially-established-unece


VLRs have become one of the
main tools for local and regional
governments to monitor & report
on SDG progress. VLRs are also
powerful accelerators of SDG
localization worldwide.

Interaction between the
local and national levels is
strengthened through the
VLR - VNR interlinkages

Since 2015, the HLMU supports
SDG localization through Smart
Sustainable Cities profiles based on
Key Performance Indicators for
Smart Sustainable Cities. The
methodology uses SDG indicators &
supports city review processes.

Evidence-based approaches to review 
SDG progress at local level - UNECE

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan Goris, Armenia

How it is done:

• Based on official data provided by national and/or municipal 
designated government sources
• In accordance with the KPI methodology developed by 
UNECE, ITU and 14 other UN agencies
• Conducted by an UNECE Independent Experts
• The process is fully open; results are publicly available
• Results in recommendations and concrete projects

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

https://bit.ly/2ZZk2Ui
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/collection-methodology-key-performance-indicators-smart


UN Economic Commission for Europe 

Calendar of Events



More at: https://unece.org/housing

Thank you! 
Follow us on our social media channels

www.facebook.com/UNECE.Housing

www.linkedin.com/showcase/unece-
housing-and-land-management-unit

https://twitter.com/UNECEHLM

https://www.Instagram.com/unechlm

https://unece.org/housing/regional-action-plan-2030
http://www.facebook.com/UNECE.Housing
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/unece-housing-and-land-management-unit
https://twitter.com/UNECEHLM
https://www.instagram.com/unechlm
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