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1. Background

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a tool for examining the environmental risks associated
with implementation of plans or programs (such as those elaborating reforms and medium —and long-
term investments in a specific sector or several sectors, e.g., water, energy, transport as well as spatial
and urban planning). This enables a framework for environmental management and monitoring to be
agreed and built into the elements of both the urban planning and sector-specific strategic plans and
their implementation mechanisms. Integration of the environmental (include climate and public
health) concerns while preparing and implementing plans or programs ensures that investments and
related operations are designed and implemented in ways that take into account environmental policy
priorities and objectives. This ensures that potentially negative impacts of development are identified
early on in the planning process; actions can then be taken to either adjust development plans in order
to avoid these negative impacts, or parallel actions can be taken to Following the principles and
procedures laid down in the UNECE Protocol on SEA to the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) and in the European Union’s
Directive on SEA (2001/42/EC), Azerbaijan is implementing the SEA to allow for identification of the
most sustainable and cost-effective strategic development alternatives and attracting new
investments, while safeguarding and improving the environment. When applied effectively, the SEA
also helps strengthen the country’s environmental governance through fostering transparency and
consultation with relevant stakeholders and the public prior to the approval of plans and programmes.
SEA in a transboundary context can also greatly facilitate regional cooperation on environmental
matters. Spatial planning, including regional plans, is one of the biggest and most comprehensive
sectors of SEA application with considerable developments over the past decades and the vast
experience available, in particular, from countries in the European Union.

Within the framework of the European Union funded EU4Environment programme (2019-2022),
UNECE is assisting the Eastern Partnership countries, including Azerbaijan, in comprehensive capacity-
building and institutional building for SEA and transboundary EIA and in finalizing legal reforms in this
area.

The application of SEA in practice however remains rather limited in the country as the overall
institutional capacities for SEA require significantly more strengthening to be fully fit for purpose.
There is still a need to support environmental, health and sectoral planning authorities through
capacity-building and awareness-raising activities addressing, inter alia, relevant procedures and
challenges as well as respective roles of different authorities and stakeholders in the implementation
of SEA procedures.

Since 2004, UNECE has been providing technical assistance and capacity-building support related to
SEA and transboundary EIA including in Eastern Europe. This support was provided under the European
Union funded EaP GREEN programme in 2013-2018 and is currently being provided under
EU4Environment

This workshop was the second of two SEA training workshops under the EU4Environment workplan
for Azerbaijan. Along with the workplan’s other SEA-related activities, it promotes more systematic
and effective application of SEA in accordance with the UNECE Protocol on SEA, EU SEA Directive and
the national legislation on SEA. It is dedicated to the application of SEA in the context of Regional and
Spatial Planning, which constitute a very significant but also specific and challenging domain of SEA
application. The webinar was facilitated by SEA consultants to UNECE.
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2. Workshop objectives

As a result of restrictions applied in global as well as in national scale due to COVID 19 pandemic the
events and trainings are transferred to online platforms using various software applications and
programs. The online Workshop on Practical Application of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
in Regional and Spatial Planning was designed as a combined SEA training and awareness raising event
with a focus on the implementation of the SEA procedures in upcoming future in Azerbaijan. Therefore,
the main objectives of the workshop are to:

e Enhance capacities for the application of SEA in Azerbaijan in line with the requirements
of the UNECE Protocol on SEA, EU SEA Directive and the national legislation on SEA.

e Support the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources in raising awareness about the SEA,
SEA-related regulatory framework and its application;

e Facilitate the engagement of key stakeholders and exchange of experience on SEA in the
Regional and Spatial planning context.

The workshop is expected to help to further engage relevant stakeholders to participate in SEA
implementation effort and to facilitate expert discussion on practical application of SEA in
Azerbaijan.

3. Approach and methodology

In line with the above objectives, the Workshop was organized based on the following approach: Its
participants were selected with the intention of raising awareness among key stakeholders of the SEA,
i.e. line ministries and agencies likely to be involved in the preparation of plans and programs subject
to SEA is applicable, as well as representatives of environmental authorities responsible for the SEA
process and likely to be involved in SEA-related consultations, and other potential stakeholders.

The meeting was organized as a virtual event via Zoom. All registered participants received
connection details to access the platform. Simultaneous interpretation in English and Azerbaijani
had been provided.

Design of the workshop program included the following key components in line with the event’s
objectives described above:

* Review of the current situation regarding the implementation of the SEA in Azerbaijan,

¢ including information on the relevant international legal framework (the SEA Protocol, and
the EU Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programs
on the environment) Typical SEA steps and procedures implemented within the application
of SEA, key deliverables.

e Benefits of SEA, including: provision of high level of environmental protection,
Improvement of quality of P/P making, increasing efficiency of decision-making, facilitation
of identification of new development opportunities, assisting in prevention of costly
mistakes, strengthening governance, enhancing transboundary cooperation.

e Key challenges and barriers to the SEA implementation and ways to tackle them

The workshop agenda concentrated on presentation and discussion of selected case examples of SEA
application in different countries to illustrate its value-added in the planning context, but also to
present various typical challenges and implementation problems. In addition, a guest speaker Mr.
Gennadii Marushevsky shared his experience with preparation of a guidelines for SEA in spatial
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planning in Ukraine, which provided a good opportunity for the participants to discuss their
experiences with the challenges of the SEA implementation.

A significant portion of the allocated time was dedicated to the interactive discussion of 2 real urban
plans recently developed in Azerbaijan. Selected pieces of information and maps taken from these
real cases were used to demonstrate typical environmental issues and challenges encountered when
conducting SEA for urban and regional planning documents. The discussion was facilitated by the
national consultant familiar with the background and local context of the case studies and
participants were encouraged to make use of their respective knowledge of the real situation.

The final session of the agenda included a brief SEA-related quiz for participants to allow for self-
evaluation of the gained knowledge and understanding to the matters discussed in the workshop.

4. Summary of the online webinar outcomes

The webinar had been conducted on October 15, 2021 with participation of the representatives of
UNECE, international expert, representative of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and participants of the meeting from various stakeholder institutions. Close to
30 participants from state bodies, private sector and civil society organizations of the country (relevant
departments of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, State Committee on Urban Planning
and Architecture, Ministry of Transportation, Communication and High Technologies, Ministry of
Agriculture, NGOs, consulting companies) took active part in webinar through online platform.

The UNECE SEA consultants actively engaged with the participants namely through a discussion of
the practical aspects of the SEA application, and existing barriers and challenges hindering the SEA
practice development.
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Following key topics were addressed and discussed.:

The event was opened by the Head of Subdivision of International Cooperation Department of the
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources Ms. Aysel Rzayeva on October 15, 2021. She highlighted the
importance of environmental protection through two important instruments/procedures, SEA and EIA.
The application of these instruments in Azerbaijan needs to be strengthened for the authorities to
apply them effectively, and for the proponents and initiators to use them competently when planning
and implementing a specific activity that fall under the national legislation.

EU4Environment Project Manager at UNECE, Mr. Leonid Kalashnyk, in his subsequent statement
highlighted the importance of the EU-funded EU4Environment Program to address needs identified by
Azerbaijan for further capacity building for the effective SEA application and outlined activities to assist
the country in this area.

In the opening session, international consultant Mr. Michal Musil introduced the objectives and
agenda of the event, and following up on the outcomes of the previous SEA workshop, he provided a
brief summary of the SEA principles and key deliverables.

Following these introduction presentation, Mr. Gennadii Marushevsky, an expert from Ukraine, one of
the Eastern Partnership countries, made a presentation on "Guidelines on SEA for Urban Planning
Documents in Ukraine under development with EU4Environment assistance". In his presentation, Mr.
Marushevsky provided information for Ukraine on the following topics: Legal Basis Urban Planning,
Composition of Urban Planning Documentation, SEA Procedure, Current Status of SEA and key
challenges in its implementation. His presentation attracted number of questions from the participants
interested in learning from the experience of Ukraine, i.e. country in a similar stage of the SEA
implementation.

After Mr. Gennadii Marushevsky's presentation, Mr. Amin Mammadov addressed a question about
the differences between approaches to environmental assessment in the Soviet Union time and
modern approaches based on EU standards in countries of the former Soviet Union. Mr. Marushevsky
gave extensive information on this question.

In the subsequent session, Mr. Michal Musil presented various case examples of SEA for Regional and
Spatial Plans from countries in the EU and UNECE region (e.g. Moldova, Czech Republic, Turkey). He
illustrated approaches, methods, typical tasks, and interesting problems of SEA practice. The session
was followed by interactive discussions with participants addressing questions and comments.

Then the local consultant Mr. Amin Mammadov continued with the sessions where master plans of 2
cities of Azerbaijan had been used as examples for providing background information about the land
use plans for those cities —i.e. introducing a realistic context in which the SEA will be applied in the
future. He also informed about other issues such as the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the
General Plan in one region, the conceptual plan for Fuzuli city, the transport network under
construction. Following those presentations the national consultant encouraged participants of the
webinar to share their comments and ideas along with the questions related to various aspects of SEA.
Participants gave their comments and proposals taking into account the facts they were provided and
employing the general SEA-related knowledge obtained from the previous sessions delivered by the
UNECE consultants.

In conclusion, Mr. Michal Musil summarized key takeaway points and specific concerns related to the
SEA applied on the Regional and Spatial Plans. Following this presentation, participants took a brief
quiz containing SEA-related questions covering selected aspects covered in the training, followed by a
discussion of their answers.
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The concluding remarks for the webinar were made by Leonid Kalashnyk (UNECE) and Mrs. Aysel
Rzayeva (MENR Azerbaijan).

5. Conclusions

The webinar successfully followed up on the discussions held during the previous related SEA
Workshop and contributed to raising awareness of the key stakeholders about the SEA in general, and
recent SEA-related obligations introduced into the legal framework in the Republic of Azerbaijan. The
participants displayed good understanding to the SEA principles and procedural steps, but
acknowledged a need for further capacity building in SEA to tackle challenges of the practical aspects
of the SEA implementation. In this regard, they appreciated the assistance provided by the UNECE
under the EU-funded EU4Environment Programme.
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DRAFT AGENDA

Time (Baku) Item

10:00 -10.10 Connection testing (10 min)

10:10-10.25 Welcoming remarks

. Representative of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of
Azerbaijan

. Representative of the EU Delegation to Azerbaijan (tbc)

. Mr. Leonid Kalashnyk, Environmental Affairs Officer, EU4Environment
Project Manager at UNECE
10:25-10:40 Meeting objectives and agenda

10:40-11:10 SEA and Regional and Spatial Planning
Questions and answers
11:10-11:30 Experience from another Eastern Partnership country: Guidelines on SEA for

Urban Planning Documents in Ukraine under development with EU4Environment
assistance

° Gennadii Marushevsky
11:30-13:00 SEA for Regional and Spatial Plans: Selected case examples

Interactive discussion/group
workSurvey/scoping exercise

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break
14:00 - 15:00 SEA in Spatial Planning: Key issues in Azerbaijan

15:00 - 15:50 Concluding discussion and quiz

15:50 - 16:00 Concluding remarks
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EU4Environment

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine

Second Training Workshop on the Practical Application of Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) in Regional and Spatial Planning

15 October 2021, 10:00-16:00,

Total number of participants: 34

Baku time

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

No. First Name, Last Name:

Name of Institution /
Organization / Enterprise,
Position:

Contact Data:

1. | Ms. Aysel Rzayeva

Head of International
Agreements Subdivision
at International
Cooperation

Division, Ministry of
Ecology and Natural
Resources of the Republic
of Azerbaijan

Focal point of Azerbaijan
to UNECE Espoo
Convention

Email: ayselbabasoylu@yahoo.com
Aysel.rzayeva@eco.gov.az
Tel.: 4994559005521
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2. | Mr.Leonid Kalashnyk Environmental Affairs leonid.kalashnyk@un.org
Officer, EU4Environment | Tel.: (+41 22) 917 1703
Project Manager at
UNECE
3. | Ms.Elena Kashina Programme Management | Email: elena.kashina@un.org
Assistant, Tel.: (+41 22) 917 3071
EU4Environment, UNECE
4. | Mr. Michal Musil UNECE consultant michal.musil@integracons.com
5. | Mr. Amin Mammadov National consultant amigo.ihp@gmail.com
6. | Turan Aliyev interpreter turan.ali@interpreter.az
7. | Ms. Banuchichek Head, Legislative and legal | Email: a.banuchichek@mail.ru
Akhundzade expertise subdivision at | Tel.: +99451 914 86 38
Law Division of Ministry of
Ecology and
Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan
8. | Ms. Konul Ahmadova Senior consultant, Email: konulahmadsoy@gmail.com
examination of projects Tel.: +99455 900 55 23
and
Environmental regulations
division at the State
Ecological Expertise
Agency
9. | Ms.Ulker Lead advisor of Water Email: ulkerekolog@mail.ru
Balagardashova Resources Management Tel.: +99455 900 58 44
Division, Ministry of
Ecology and Natural
Resources of the Republic
of Azerbaijan
10. | Mr. Azadi Quliyev - Head of the Project Email: Azadi.Guliyev@fhn.gov.az

Management and
Education Issues
Department of the Main
Department for
Organization of Work with
Regional Centers, Project
Management and
Education Issues, Ministry
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of Emergency Situations
of the Republic of
Azerbaijan

11.

Mr.Rashad Gasimzada

Head of international
cooperation division of
International relations
Department Ministry of
Emergency Situations the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Email: rashad.gasimzade@fhn.gov.az
Tel.: +994125120096

12.

Mr. Mikayil Ismayilov

Senior Adviser of the
Project Management
Division of the
Department for
Organization of Work with
Regional Centers, Project
Management and
Education Issues of the
Ministry of Emergency
Situations of the Republic
of Azerbaijan

E-mail: mikayil.ismayil@yahoo.com
tel: +994705121232

13.

Mr.Teymur Teymurov -

Advisor,The Republic
Center for Hygiene and
Epidemiology of Ministry
of Health

Email docteymur@gmail.com
Tel: 4994 50 212 20 47
+994 12 512 00 61

14.

Ms.Durra Veliyeva

advisor of Caspian
Complex Environmental
Monitoring Department
of MENR

Email: miss.veliyeva@gmail.com
Tel: 4994 55 923 54 58

15.

Mr.Ramil Quliyev

Senior advisor of the State
Environmental Security
Service of MENR

Email: ramil8434@mail.ru

16.

Mr.Chagri Kerimzade

Head of the Analysis of
Planning Documents of
Urban Planning and
Architecture Subdivision,
State Committee on
Urban Planning and
Architecture of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Email:
cagri.kerimzade@arxkom.gov.az tel:
+994 552212771

17.

Mr.UIfat Aleskerov

Head of division of the
Urban Planning and
Territorial Development
Department, State
Committee on Urban

Email:
ulfat.aleskerov@arxkom.gov.az,
tel: +994 50 205 50 01
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Planning and Architecture
of the Republic of
Azerbaijan

18.

Ms.Nurangiz
Farajullayeva

Ministry of Energy of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Tel.: +994502891343

19.

Ms.Vusala Jalilova

Engineer of Hydrotechnics
Device Division,
Azerbaijan Amelioration
and Water Farm Open
Joint Stock Company

Email: htgwobesi@mail.ru
tel.: +994 51 6860041

20.

Mr. Arzu Bagirov

- Head of Hydrotechnics
Device Division,
Azerbaijan Amelioration
and Water Farm Open
Joint Stock Company

Email: asb270757 @gmail.com
tel: 4994 50 2918812

21.

Mr.Murad Garayev

Coordinator of the
Regional Development
Sector of the Tourism
Industry and Destination
Development
Department of the
Azerbaijan Tourism
Bureau, Azerbaijan State
Tourism Agency

Email:
murad.garayev@tourism.gov.az,
Tel: +994 51 630 84 57

22.

Ms. Gunel Zeynalova

Advisor, Environmental
Regulation Division,
Ministry of Ecology and
Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Email: gunel.azeril3@gmail.com

23.

Ms.Kamala Asadova

Employee of ARPA
Consulting LLC

E-mail: kamala.asadova@arpa.az tel:
+994 +994552088558

24,

Mr.Anar Mammadov

Ministry of Transport,
Communications and High
Technologies

Email:
anar.mammadov@mincom.gov.az
Tel.: +994 70 525 06 33
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25. | Mr. Nijat Allahverdiyev Leading specialist of the Email:
Division of Ecology, nicat.allahverdiyev@azerenerji.gov.az
Azerenerji Open Joint
Stock Company

26. | Mr. Ahmadiyya Sarkarov | Program manager of local | Email:
NGO, environmental ahmadiya.sarkarov@gmail.com
specialist

27. | Mr.Kamran Rzayev EU4Environment National | Email: kamran.rzayev@yahoo.com
Program Coordinator

28. | Mr. Rashail Ismayilov Scientific secretary, head | Email: rashail.ismayilov@azersu.az
of Doctoral Department,
Sukanal Scientific
Research and project
Institute, Azersu Open
Joint Stock Company

29. | Ms. Gunel Mammadova | Senior advisor,Sustainable | Email:
Development and Social gunel.qurbanova@economy.gov.az
Policy Division, Ministry of | Tel.: +994124938867
Economy

30. | Mr. Samir Huseynov Senior advisor, | Email: s.a.huseynov@gmail.com
Department of | Tel.: +99412 5387073
Environmental policy
Ministry of Ecology and
Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

34 | Ms. Qizilgul Hasanova Senior advisor, | Email: gizilgulhesenovag2@gmail.com
Department of | Tel.: +99412 5387073
Environmental policy

Ministry of Ecology and
Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan
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