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CITES: at the cross-section of trade and 
environment

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(1973)

• Binding trade/environment agreement for 184 Parties to control trade in 
38,000+ species of animals and plants (live, dead, parts & derivatives)

• wildlife and trade
• Conservation & sustainable use
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Illegal wildlife trade

Highly lucrative, transnational, and
poses serious risk to the conservation 
of wild species

• Revenues lost 
• Value of the ecosystem services lost

Exploits gaps in control systems 
• Manual procedures

• Weak monitoring & collaboration capacity,

• Weak information exchange between agencies

• Uses Corruption, mixing illegal goods into legal trade, 
and fraud (fake permits, false declarations)

 Electronic permit systems and information exchange can strengthen permit issuance, 
control and information exchange to fight illegal trade
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CITES Permits and Certificates
• CITES regulates international trade in specimens of species 

of wild fauna and flora listed in its Appendices on the basis 
of a system of permits and certificates which are issued only 
when certain conditions are met, and which must be 
presented when leaving and entering a country

• For Appendix-II and –III listed species, international 
trade is permitted but regulated

• For Appendix-I listed species, international trade is 
generally prohibited



Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

5

CITES: A Convention built on permits

• Permit ensures legality, sustainability 
and traceability of trade 

 The CITES permit is a key 
instrument of the Convention that 
balances conservation and 
sustainable use objectives
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Four stages of the system – phased
implementation
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How does it help the Parties?

Legality:
Origin & sourcing, (inter-) national 
legislation

Sustainability
Non-detriment findings 

Traceability
Trade data & transaction details 
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Use Case Diagram – CITES e-permit exchange for 
Appendix II species
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CONVENTION ON 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No. 
  □  EXPORT 
  □  RE-EXPORT 
  □  IMPORT 
  □  OTHER: 

Original 

2. Valid until 

3. Importer (name and address) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Exporter/re-exporter (name, address and country) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 Signature of the applicant 

3a. Country of import 

5. Special conditions 
 
 
 
 
 
If for live animals, this permit or certificate is valid only if the transport conditions 
comply with the IATA Live Animals Regulations; if for live plants, with the IATA 
Perishable Cargo Regulations; or, in the case of non-air transport, with the CITES 
Guidelines for the Non-Air Transport of Live Wild Animals and Plants 

6. Name, address, national seal/stamp and country of Management Authority 

5a. Purpose of the transaction 
 (see reverse) 
 
 
 

5b. Security stamp no. 

7./8. Scientific name (genus and species) 
 and common name of animal or plant 

9. Description of specimens, 
 including identifying marks  
 or numbers (age/sex if live) 

10. Appendix no. and source 
 (see reverse) 

11. Quantity (including unit) 11a. Total exported/Quota 

A 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin * Permit no. Date 12a. Country of last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

B 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin * Permit no. Date 12a. Country of last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

C 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin * Permit no. Date 12a. Country of last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

D 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin * Permit no. Date 12a. Country of last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

* Country in which the specimens were taken from the wild, bred in captivity or artificially propagated (only in case of re-export) 
** Only for specimens of Appendix-I species bred in captivity or artificially propagated for commercial purposes 
*** For pre-Convention specimens 

13. This permit/certificate is issued by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________ ___________________ _________________________________________________________________ 
 Place Date Security stamp, signature and official seal 

14. Export endorsement: 15. Bill of Lading/Air waybill number: 
 
 

Block Quantity 

 ____________________ ______________ __________________ ______________________________________ 
 Port of export Date Signature Official stamp and title 

A  
B  
C  
D  

 

 CITES PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No. 
 

Annex 2 Standard CITES form 

2. Stamp, 
signature and 
seal by the 
CITES MA

3. Stamp and 
signature by 
inspecting official on 
export

Current 
standard
form
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Annex 2	Standard CITES form



		PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No.
  □  EXPORT
  □  RE-EXPORT
  □  IMPORT
  □  OTHER:

		Original



		

		

		2. Valid until



		3.	Importer (name and address)







		4.	Exporter/re-exporter (name, address and country)








	_______________________________________
	Signature of the applicant



		3a.	Country of import

		



		5.	Special conditions





If for live animals, this permit or certificate is valid only if the transport conditions comply with the IATA Live Animals Regulations; if for live plants, with the IATA Perishable Cargo Regulations; or, in the case of non-air transport, with the CITES Guidelines for the Non-Air Transport of Live Wild Animals and Plants

		6.	Name, address, national seal/stamp and country of Management Authority



		5a.	Purpose of the transaction
	(see reverse)




		5b.	Security stamp no.

		



		7./8.	Scientific name (genus and species)
	and common name of animal or plant

		9.	Description of specimens,
	including identifying marks 
	or numbers (age/sex if live)

		10.	Appendix no. and source
	(see reverse)

		11.	Quantity (including unit)

		11a.	Total exported/Quota



		A

		7./8.

		9.

		10.

		11.

		11a.



		

		12.	Country of origin *

		Permit no.

		Date

		12a.	Country of last
	re-export

		Certificate no.

		Date

		12b.	No. of the operation **
	or date of acquisition ***



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		B

		7./8.

		9.

		10.

		11.

		11a.



		

		12.	Country of origin *

		Permit no.

		Date

		12a.	Country of last
	re-export

		Certificate no.

		Date

		12b.	No. of the operation **
	or date of acquisition ***



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		C

		7./8.

		9.

		10.

		11.

		11a.



		

		12.	Country of origin *

		Permit no.

		Date

		12a.	Country of last
	re-export

		Certificate no.

		Date

		12b.	No. of the operation **
	or date of acquisition ***



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		D

		7./8.

		9.

		10.

		11.

		11a.



		

		12.	Country of origin *

		Permit no.

		Date

		12a.	Country of last
	re-export

		Certificate no.

		Date

		12b.	No. of the operation **
	or date of acquisition ***



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		*	Country in which the specimens were taken from the wild, bred in captivity or artificially propagated (only in case of re-export)
**	Only for specimens of Appendix-I species bred in captivity or artificially propagated for commercial purposes
***	For pre-Convention specimens



		13.	This permit/certificate is issued by:






	_______________________	___________________	_________________________________________________________________
	Place	Date	Security stamp, signature and official seal



		14.	Export endorsement:	15.	Bill of Lading/Air waybill number:





		Block

		Quantity

			____________________	______________	__________________	______________________________________
	Port of export	Date	Signature	Official stamp and title



		A

		

		



		B

		

		



		C

		

		



		D

		

		







	CITES PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No.
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Current status of eCITES implementation
• A total of 14 Parties have some form of eCITES
• More than 40 countries are planning to implement eCITES
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Source: CITES website

https://cites.org/eng/prog/eCITES
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Challenges
• Exchange of permit information between Parties and interoperability

• Cost of implementation vs trade volume vs trade value

• Risk management of CITES specimens

• Cooperation with border agencies (customs, law enforcement authorities etc.)



Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Latest Guideline – CITES Electronic
Permitting Toolkit

Version No. 3

Published February 2023
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Other Guidelines

https://cites.org/eng
/prog/eCITES

The eCITES
Implementation

Framework (General 
guidance for project

implementation)

Guidelines and 
Specifications for 
Electronic Permit 

Information Exchange 
(EPIX) of CITES Permits and 

Certificates

International Standards
and Best Practices
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Species+ API
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SC WG on electronic systems & information 
technologies
• Res Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP19) on Permits and certificates

• Res Conf. 11.3 (Rev. CoP19) on Compliance and 
enforcement

• Res Conf. 11.17 (Rev. CoP19) on National reports

• Dec. 19.150-19.152 on Electronic Systems and 
Information Technology

• Dec. 19.153-19.155 on Risk assessment and analysis 
for border control
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https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/19/resolution/E-Res-12-03-R19.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/19/resolution/E-Res-11-03-R19.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/19/resolution/E-Res-11-17-R19.pdf
https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/44355
https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/44354
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UNCTAD ASYCUDA eCITES Solution
Off-the-shelf solution: 
• ePermit, eControl, eReport, eXchange

• Powerful functions: Web access, user profiles, 
controls & checks, risk management,  electronic 
payment, work flow support ..

• Solution can be configured to national requirements 
and extended by the country

• Supports international trade and eBusiness standards 
: WTO, WCO, UNECE, ISO, ..

• Easy integration with any Customs and Single 
Window system: electronic permit exchange and 
validation, integrated Customs Risk Management, 
eSPS,..

https://ecites.asycuda.org

Sri Lanka and Mozambique are the latest countries to implement ASYCUDA eCITES Solution
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Thank you

Salehin Khan
Email: khan.salehin@un.org

mailto:khan.salehin@un.org
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