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Short presentation 

Online spaces and technology are important for women and girls in enabling connection, networks and 

access to information and services to grow creativity, prosperity, and leadership. However, the growing 

access, use, and reliance on Information and Communication Technologies has created a context 

conducive to increased violence against women (VAW) in digital contexts and in offline. Evidence 

showsthat technology-facilitated VAW (TF VAW) is a pervasive problem with disproportionate risks for 

some groups including young women and girls, women in politics, women journalists and women activists. 

However, the absence of agreed definitions and methodologies for measurement coupled with 

underreporting are a challenge for understanding the true prevalence of TF VAW. Global coordinated 

efforts to fill these gaps were called for in March 2023 by the UN Statistical Commission at its 54th session 

and by the Commission on the Status of Women at its 67th session.  

To fill this gap, UN Women has initiated global consultations that have resulted in a common definition 

for data and measurement. With data producers, academics and civil society organizations, existing 

methods and datasets as well as gaps in data have been identified.  

The session will focus on sharing global efforts to enhance the ethical measurement of  TF VAW. It will 

discuss the proposed conceptual definition and status of evidence and data collection, and share national 

and regional experiences in measuring it to inform next steps in developing global agreements for 

measurement tools. 

Format and objectives 

The panel will be a 1-hour discussion interacting with the audience with the objectives to: 

- Identify existing initiatives and good practices in collecting data on TF VAW 

- Set out the main methodological and ethical challenges in collecting data on TF VAW 

- Collect inputs on needs and processes to produce globally agreed methodologies in contribution 

to the work of the UN Statistical Commission 

Moderator: Raphaëlle Rafin, Programme Specialist, VAW data and research, Ending violence against 

women Section, UN Women 

Speakers 

- Ligia Nobrega, Senior gender expert, European Institute for Gender Equality  

- Marjut Pietiläinen, Senior Researcher, Social Statistics, Statistics Finland 

- Claudia Villante, Senior Researcher, Istat 

- Vasil Tsakadze-Head of Social Statistics Department, GEOSTAT 


