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EUROPEAN AGREEMENT SUPPLEMENTING THE CONVENTION ON ROAD SIGNS
AND SIGNALS OPENED FOR SIGNATURE AT VIENNA ON 8 NOVEMBER 1968

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES, BEING ALSO PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON ROAD
SIGNS AND SIGNALS OPENED FOR SIGNATURE AT VIENNA ON 8 NOVEMBER 1968,

DESIRING to achieve greater uniformity in the rules governing road signs, signals and symbols and
road markings in Europe,

HAVE AGREED as follows:
Article 1

The Contracting Parties, being also Parties to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals
opened for signature at Vienna on 8 November 1968, shall take appropriate measures to ensure that
the system of road signs and signals and of road markings applied in their territories conforms to the
provisions of the aAnnex to this Agreement.

Article 2

1. This Agreement shall be open until 30 April 1972 for signature by States which are
signatories to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8
November 1968, or have acceded thereto, and are either members of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe or have been admitted to the Commission in a consultative capacity in
conformity with paragraph 8 of the terms of reference of the Commission.

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification after the State concerned has ratified the
Convention on Road Signs and Signals opened for Signature at Vienna on 8 November 1968, or has
acceded thereto. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

3. This Agreement shall remain open for accession by any of the States referred to in
paragraph 1 of this aArticle which are Parties to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals opened
for signature at Vienna on 8§ November 1968. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General.

Article 3

1. Any State may, at the time of signing or ratifying this Agreement, or of acceding thereto, or
at any time thereafter, declare by notification addressed to the Secretary-General that the Agreement
shall become applicable to all or any of the territories for the international relations of which it is
responsible. The Agreement shall become applicable to the territory or territories named in the
notification thirty days after the receipt of the notification by the Secretary- General or on the date
of entry into force of the Agreement for the State making the notification, whichever is the later.

2. Any State which has made a declaration under paragraph 1 of this aArticle may at any time
thereafter declare by notification addressed to the Secretary-General that the Agreement shall cease
to be applicable to the territory named in the notification and the Agreement shall cease to be
applicable to such territory one year from the date of receipt by the Secretary-General of the
notification.

Article 4
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1. This Agreement shall enter into force twelve months after the date of deposit of the tenth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying, or acceding to, this Agreement after the deposit of the tenth
instrument of ratification or accession, the Agreement shall enter into force twelve months after the
date of deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification or accession.

3. If the date of entry into force applicable in pursuance of paragraphs 1 and 2 or this aArticle
precedes that resulting from the application of Article 39 of the Convention on Road Signs and
Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8 November 1968, this Agreement shall enter into force
within the meaning of paragraph 1 of this aArticle on the later of those two dates.

Article 5
Upon its entry into force, this Agreement shall terminate and replace, in relations between
the Contracting Parties, the provisions concerning the Protocol on Road Signs and Signals contained
in the European Agreement supplementing the Convention on Road Traffic and the Protocol on
Road Signs and Signals of 1949, signed at Geneva on 16 September 1950, the Agreement on Signs
for Road Works signed at Geneva on 16 December 1955, and the European Agreement on Road
Markings signed at Geneva on 13 December 1957.

Article 6

1. After this Agreement has been in force for twelve months, any Contracting Party may
propose one or more amendments to the Agreement. The text of any proposed amendment,
accompanied by an explanatory memorandum, shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General, who
shall communicate it to all Contracting Parties. The Contracting Parties shall have the opportunity
of informing him within a period of twelve months following the date of its circulation whether they:
(a) accept the amendment; or (b) reject the amendment; or (¢) wish that a conference be convened
to consider the amendment. The Secretary-General shall also transmit the text of the proposed
amendment to the other States referred to in aArticle 2 of this Agreement.

2. (a) Any proposed amendment communicated in accordance with paragraph 1 of this
aArticle shall be deemed to be accepted if within the period of twelve months referred to in the
preceding paragraph less than one-third of the Contracting Parties inform the Secretary-General that
they either reject the amendment or wish that a conference be convened to consider it. The Secretary-
General shall notify all Contracting Parties of each acceptance or rejection of any proposed
amendment and of requests that a conference be convened. If the total number of such rejections
and requests received during the specified period of twelve months is less than one-third of the total
number of Contracting Parties, the Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties, that the
amendment will enter into force six months after the expiry of the period of twelve months referred
to in paragraph 1 of this aArticle for all Contracting Parties except those which, during the period
specified, have rejected the amendment or requested the convening of a conference to consider it.

(b) Any Contracting Party which, during the said period of twelve months, has rejected
a proposed amendment or requested the convening of a conference to consider it may at any time
after the end of such period notify the Secretary-General that it accepts the amendment, and the
Secretary-General shall communicate such notification to all other Contracting Parties. The
amendment shall enter into force, with respect to the Contracting Party which has notified its
acceptance, six months after the date on which the Secretary-General received the notification.

3. If a proposed amendment has not been accepted in accordance with paragraph 2 of this
aArticle and if within the period of twelve months specified in paragraph 1 of this aArticle less than
half of the total number of the Contracting Parties inform the Secretary-General that they reject the
proposed amendment and if at least one-third of the total number of Contracting Parties, but not less
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than five, inform him that they accept it or wish a conference to be convened to consider it, the
Secretary-General shall convene a conference for the purpose of considering the proposed
amendment or any other proposal which may be submitted to him in accordance with paragraph 4
of this aArticle.

4. If a conference is convened in accordance with paragraph 3 of this aArticle, the Secretary-
General shall invite to it all the Contracting Parties and the other States referred to in aArticle 2 of
this Agreement. He shall request all States invited to the Conference to submit to him, at least six
months before its opening data, any proposals which they may wish the Conference to consider in
addition to the proposed amendment and shall communicate such proposals, at least three months
before the opening date of the conference, to all States invited to the Conference.

5. (a) Any amendment to this Agreement shall be deemed to be accepted if it has been
adopted by a two-thirds majority of the States represented at the Conference, provided that such
majority comprises at least two-thirds of the Contracting Parties represented at the Conference. The
Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties of the adoption of the amendment, and the
amendment shall enter into force twelve months after the date of this notification for all Contracting
Parties except those which during that period have notified the Secretary-General that they reject
the amendment.

(b) A Contracting Party which has rejected an amendment during the said period of
twelve months may at any time notify the Secretary-General that it accepts the amendment, and the
Secretary-General shall communicate such notification to all the other Contracting Parties. The
amendment shall enter into force, with respect to the Contracting Party which has notified its
acceptance, six months after receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification or at the end of the
said period of twelve months, whichever is later.

6. If the proposed amendment is not deemed to be accepted pursuant to paragraph 2 of this and
if the conditions prescribed by paragraph 3 of this aArticle for convening a conference aArticle are
not fulfilled, the proposed amendment shall be deemed to be rejected.

7. Independently of the amendment procedure prescribed in paragraphs 1-6 of this aArticle,
the aAnnex to this Agreement may be amended by agreement between the competent
administrations of all Contracting Parties. If the administration of a Contracting Party states that its
national law obliges it to subordinate its agreement to the grant of a specific authorization or to the
approval of a legislative body, the competent administration of the Contracting Party in question
shall be considered to have consented to the amendment to the aAnnex only at such time as it notifies
the Secretary-General that it has obtained the required authorization or approval. The agreement
between the competent administrations may provide that, during a transitional period, the former
provisions of the aAnnex shall remain in force, in whole or in part, simultaneously with the new
provisions. The Secretary-General shall appoint the date of entry into force of the new provisions.

8. Each State shall, at the time of signing, ratifying, or acceding to, this Agreement, inform the
Secretary-General of the name and address of its administration competent in the matter of
agreement as contemplated in paragraph 7 of this aArticle.

Article 7

Any Contracting Party may denounce this Agreement by written notification addressed to
the Secretary-General. The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of receipt by the
Secretary-General of such notification. Any Contracting Party which ceases to be a Party to the
Convention on Road Signs and Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8 November 1968 shall
on the same date cease to be a Party to this Agreement.
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Article 8

This Agreement shall cease to be in force if the number of Contracting Parties is less than
five for any period of twelve consecutive months, or at such time as the Convention on Road Signs
and Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8 November 1968 ceases to be in force.

Article 9

1. Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties which relates to the interpretation or
application of this Agreement and which the Parties in dispute are unable to settle by negotiation or
other means of settlement shall be referred to arbitration if any of the Contracting Parties in dispute
so requests, and shall, to that end, be submitted to one or more arbitrators selected by mutual
agreement between the Parties in dispute. If the Parties in dispute fail to agree on the choice of an
arbitrator or arbitrators within three months after the request for arbitration, any of those Parties may
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint a single arbitrator to whom the
dispute shall be submitted for decision.

2. The award of the arbitrator or arbitrators appointed in accordance with paragraph 1 of this
aArticle shall be binding upon the Contracting Parties in dispute.

Article 10

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as preventing a Contracting Party from taking
such action, compatible with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and limited to the
exigencies of the situation, as it considers necessary to its external or internal security.

Article 11

1. Any State may, at the time of signing this Agreement or of depositing its instrument of
ratification or accession, declare that it does not consider itself bound by aArticle 9 of this
Agreement. Other Contracting Parties shall not be bound by aArticle 9 with respect to any
Contracting Party which has made such a declaration.

2. Reservations to this Agreement, other than the reservation provided for in paragraph 1 of
this aArticle, shall be permitted on condition that they are formulated in writing and, if formulated
before the deposit of the instrument of ratification or accession, are confirmed in that instrument.

3. Any State shall, at the time of depositing its instrument of ratification of this Agreement or
of accession thereto, notify the Secretary-General in writing to what extend any reservation made
by it to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8 November
1968 apply to this Agreement. Any reservations to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals which
have not been included in the notification made at the time of depositing the instrument of
ratification of this Agreement or of accession thereto shall be deemed to be inapplicable to this
Agreement.

4. The Secretary-General shall communicate the reservations and notifications made pursuant
to this aArticle to all States referred to in aArticle 2 of this Agreement.

5. Any State which has made a declaration, a reservation or a notification under this aArticle
may withdraw it at any time by notification addressed to the Secretary-General.

6. Any reservation made in accordance with paragraph 2 or notified in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this aArticle,
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(a) modifies, for the Contracting Party which has made or notified the reservation, the
provisions of the Agreement to which the reservation relates, to the extent of the reservation;

(b) modifies those provisions to the same extent for the other Contracting Parties in
their relations with the Contracting Party which made or notified the reservation.

Article 12
In addition to the declarations, notifications and communications provided for in aArticles

6 and 11 of this Agreement, the Secretary-General shall notify the Contracting Parties and the other
States referred to in aArticle 2 of the following:

(a) signatures, ratifications and accessions under aArticle 2;

(b) notifications and declarations under aArticle 3;

(c) the dates of entry into force of this Agreement in accordance with aArticle 4;

(d) the date of entry into force of amendments to this Agreement in accordance with

aArticle 6, paragraphs 2, 5 and 7;

(e) denunciations under aArticle 7;
® the termination of this Agreement under aArticle 8.
Article 13

After 30 April 1972, the original of this Agreement shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall send certified true copies to all the States referred to in
aArticle 2 of this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this
Agreement.

DONE at Geneva, this first day of May nineteen hundred and seventy one, in a single copy
in the English, French and Russian languages, the three texts being equally authentic.
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1. For the purpose of this aAnnex, the term “Convention” means the Convention on Road
Signs and Signals opened for signature at Vienna on 8§ November 1968.

2. This aAnnex contains only the additions to, and modifications of the corresponding
provisions of the Convention.

3. Ad Article 1 of the Convention (Definitions)

Subparagraph (b)

This subparagraph shall be read as follows:

“ 'Built-up area' means an area with entries and exits specially signposted as such;”

Subparagraph (1)

Three-wheeled vehicles whose unladen mass does not exceed 400 kg shall be treated as
motor cycles.

Additional subparagraph to be inserted at the end of this aArticle

This subparagraph shall be read as follows:

“ Persons pushing or pulling a child's carriage, a bath chair or invalid chair, or any other
small vehicle without an engine, or pulling a cycle or moped and handicapped persons travelling
in invalid chairs propelled by such persons or moving at walking pace shall be treated as
pedestrians.”

4, Ad Article 3 of the Convention (Obligations of the Contracting Parties)

Paragraph 3

This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“Any sign, symbol, installation or marking which does not conform to the system
prescribed in the Convention and in this Agreement shall be replaced by a Contracting Party
within ten years from the date of entry into force of this Agreement in its territory. During this
period, in order to familiarize read-users road users with the system prescribed in the
Convention and in this Agreement, previous signs, symbols and inscriptions may be retained
beside those prescribed in the Convention and in this Agreement.”

5. Ad Article 6 of the Convention

Paragraph 4

The provisions of this paragraph, which are recommendations in the Convention, shall
be obligatory.



10 Part II: European Agreement - Annex

6. Ad Article 7 of the Convention

Paragraph 1

Additional sentence to be inserted at the end of this paragraph

This sentence shall be read as follows:

“In addition, in the case of such signs it is recommended that signs lighted or equipped with
reflecting material or reflecting devices and signs not so lighted or equipped should not be used on
the same section of road.”

7. Ad aArticle 8 of the Convention

Paragraph 3

This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“During the transitional period of ten years prescribed in item 4 of this aAnnex, and-thereatter

in-exceptional-circumstanees to facilitate the interpretation of signs, an inscription may be added in
areetangtlar an additional panel belea#th&sfgimr—m—a—reetaﬂgk&ar—paﬂekeeiﬁamﬂg—th%s%n such

an inscription may also be placed on the sign itself, if this does not make the sign more difficult to
understand for drivers who cannot understand the inscription.”

8. Ad Article 9 of the Convention

Paragraph 1

Each State shall select A*as the model one (equilateral triangle) for danger warning signs.
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9+t  Ad Article 23 of the Convention (Signals for vehicular traffic)

Additional paragraph to be inserted immediately after paragraph 11 of this aArticle

This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“In special cases where it is not necessary to use light signals continuously, a signal in the
form of a non-flashing amber light followed by a non-flashing red light may be used; the non-
flashing amber light may be preceded by a flashing amber light.”

1042 Ad Article 24 of the Convention (Signals for pedestrians only)

Paragraph 1. subparagraph (a) (i1)

This provision shall not be applied.
Paragraph 2
This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“Light signals for pedestrians shall be of the two-colour system, comprising two lights, red
and green respectively. Two lights shall never be shown simultaneously.”

Paragraph 3

This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“The lights shall be arranged vertically, with the red light always at the top and the green
light always at the bottom. The red light shall be in the form of a standing pedestrian or of standing

pedestrians and the green light in the form of a walking pedestrian or of walking pedestrians.”

11413. Ad Article 31 of the Convention (Stgasfer fRoad works)

Paragraph 2

The barriers shall not be painted with alternate black and white or black and yellow stripes.

1244. Ad Article 32 of the Convention (Marking-bylights-orreflecting deviees-Lights or reflecting

devices to mark the edge of the carriageway)

This aArticle shall be read as follows:

“l. It is recommended that attention should be drawn to the presence of bollards or islands on
the carriageway by means of white or yellow lights or white or yellow reflecting devices.

2. If the edges of the carriageway are marked by means of lights or reflecting devices, the lights
or reflecting devices shall be either:

(a)  all white or light yellow; or
(b)  white or light yellow to mark the edge of the carriageway opposite to the direction of

traffic, and red or dark yellow to mark the edge of the carriageway appropriate to the direction of
traffic.
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(c)  Each State Party to this Agreement shall adopt for the whole of its territory the same
colour or the same system of colours for the lights or reflecting devices referred to in this aArticle”.

1315. Ad Article 33 of the Convention

Paragraph 1, subparagraph (a)

This subparagraph shall be read as follows:

“Where a signalling system is installed at a level-eressing level crossing to give warning of
the approach of trains or of the imminent closing of the gates (barriers) or half-gates (half-barriers),
it shall consist of a red flashing light or of red lights flashing alternately, as specified in aArticle 23,
paragraph 1 (b), of the Convention. At level-erossings-level crossings which have neither gates
(barriers) nor half-gates (half-barriers), the signalling system shall preferably consist of two red
lights flashing alternately. However:

(1) Flashing red lights may be supplemented or replaced by light signals of the
three-colour red-amber-green system described in aArticle 23, paragraph 2,
of the Convention, or by such a signal without the green light if other three-
colour light signals are installed on the road near the level-eressing level
crossing or if the crossing is equipped with gates (barriers). Flashing red
lights at level-eressings level crossings having half-gates (half-barriers)
may not be replaced in the manner specified in the preceding sentence; they
may however be supplemented in that manner on condition that other three-
colour light signals are installed on the road near the level-eressing level
crossing;

(i1) On earth-tracks (dirt roads) where traffic is very light, and on footpaths,
only a sound signal need be used.”

Paragraph 2

This paragraph shall be read as follows:

“The light signals shall be installed on the edge of the carriageway appropriate to the direction
of traffic; whenever conditions such as the visibility of the signals or the density of traffic so require,
the lights shall be repeated on the other side of the road. However, if it is considered preferable
because of local conditions, the lights may be repeated above the carriageway or on an island in the
carriageway.”

1416. Ad Article 35 of the Convention

Paragraph 1

The gates (barriers) and half-gates (half-barriers) of level-eressings level crossings shall not
be marked in alternate stripes of black and white or black and yellow.

1517. Ad Annex 1. section A, subsection II, to the Convention
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Paragraph 2326 (Otherlevel-erossings-OTHER LEVEL CROSSINGS)

A-23.2 shall be used.

Paragraph 28 26 (Signs to be placed in the immediate vicinity of level-erossings a level
crossing)

Medel-A;28%of sign-A;28-shall-net-be-used—A-25.1 and A-25.3 shall be used.
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Moedels A28 and A;28" A-25.1 and A-25.3 may show red stripes on condition that neither
the general appearance nor the effectiveness of the signs is impaired thereby.

1618. Ad aAnnex 1, section B, to the Convention

Paragraph 1 (“GIVE WAY?Z sign)
SignB;1 B-01.0 shall not bear neithersymbelner an inscription.

(13 9 Y

1719. Ad Annex 1, section C, subsections I and II, to the Convention

Paragraph 3 of subsection I shall be read as follows:

“3. Each State shall omit the red oblique bar from signs C-03.1 to C-03.14 and C-04.1
and C-04.2.”

Subsection I1

Paragraph 1 (Prohibition and restriction of entry)
Moedel- C, 1 of sign C1 C-01.1 shall net be used.

. _gm g . . . .
ol Fhe-two-signs @l 3 a**ld: C3"-reproduced-in-the-appendix—to-this-annex-and-having the

“Sieas €3 to-C3as-well-as siens € 3" and-C. 3" - mentioned-under this-item shall-not

Paragraph 54 (Prohibition of overtaking)

MoedelsC13% _and C13% of the signs C;13% and C 13 shall net beused C-13.1 and C-
13.3 without the red oblique bar shall be used.

Paragraph 10 (PROHIBITION OF PARKING) 9. subparagraph-(a)-Gi)
Fhis-provisionshall-net-be-applied—C-18.0 may not be replaced by a circular sign with a

red border and a red transverse oblique bar sloping downwards from left to right, bearing the
letter or ideogram used in the State concerned to denote "Parking', in black or dark blue on
a white or yellow ground.
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Paragraph 109, subparagraph(b)}(it)}-(Additional provisions applying to the prohibition
or restriction of standing and parking)

Fhis-provision—shall-net-be-applied— The provision “Contracting Parties which do not
adopt sign C-19.0, C-20.1, C-20.2, C-20.3, may use instead the sign C-18.0 supplemented by
additional inscriptions, as provided in Article 8, paragraph 4 of this Convention” shall not be
applied.

Paragraph-9.-subparagraph-(e)3-v)

The possibility, where the prohibition applies only over a short distance, of setting up only
one sign showing in the a red-eirele border the distance on which the prohibition applies, shall not
be used.

|| {Peleted}

1822. Ad Annex 1, section E, subsection II, to the Convention

Paragraph 43 (“ONE-W AYZsign);subparagraph-(a)-Gi)

The arrow of sign E-3° E-04.2 shall bear the an inscription only if the effectiveness of the
sign is not impaired thereby.

Paragraph 5 (Signs notifying an entry to or an exit from a motorway)

Inclusion of an additional subparagraph te-be-inserteddmmediately-aftersubparasraph(a)
ofthisparasraph

This subparagraph shall be read as follows:

“Stgn £-5* E-05.1 may be used, and repeated, to give warning of the approach of a motorway.
Each sign set up for this purpose shall carry either an inscription in its lower part showing the
distance between the sign and the beginning of the motorway or an additional panel H—+ H-01.0
described in Annex 1, section H to the Convention.”

Paragraph 6 (Signs notifying an entry to or an exit from a road on which the traffic rules are
the same as on a motorway)

Inclusion of an additional subparagraph

ofthis-parasraph

This subparagraph shall be read as follows:
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“Stgn £-6* E-06.1 may be used and repeated to give warning of the approach to a road on
which the traffic rules are the same as on a motorway. Each sign set up for this purpose shall carry
either an inscription in its lower part showing the distance between the sign and the beginning of the
road on which the traffic rules are the same as on a motorway or an additional panel H,+ H-01.0
described in Annex 1, section H to the Convention.”

Paragraph 7 (Signs indicating the beginning and the end of a built-up area)

E-07.1, E-07.2, E-07.3, E-07.4, E-07.5, E-07.6 The-inseriptions shall be in a dark colour on
a white or light-coloured ground and the sign shall have a dark-coloured rim berder.

SignE, 12" shall not beused:

Paragraph 12 (“PARKING” sign)

he-sguare-pa ar tThe letter
“P” shall be used.

Signs E-12.3 or E-12.4 shall not be used if there is the possibility to change to more than
one option for public transport.

1923. Ad Annex 1, section F, subsection II to the Convention

Paragraph 1 (“FIRST-AID STATION”-symbel)

Symbols-E1*-and E1° of a cross shall aet be used.
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Paragraph-2-(Miscelaneous-symbels)

The red-bar of signs- G 2% and -G, 2°shall be surrounded-by-a-white rim-
2025. Ad Annex 1, section G, subsection II1, to the Convention

Paragraph+

Sign-G;4°shallnetbe-used:
—Paragraph2
——Sien-G;-6°shallnot-be-used:

Paragraph 4 (“PLACE IDENTIFICATION”)

Place identification signs shall bear white or light-coloured symbols or inscriptions on
a dark-coloured ground.

(13 EE P
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