
The relevance of including minor and 
moderate injuries to support the SDGs: 

Widening the scope of SDGs 3.6 and 11.2 to implement the 
vision of a society without health losses from road traffic 
injuries. 
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In a resolution from 2020 UN General Assembly, 
proclaims a new goal of reducing fatalities and 
injuries by at least 50% between 2021–2030. Why 
focus on injuries?

• Road traffic deaths and injuries are a social equity issue, as 
the poor and the vulnerable are most frequently at risk

• Mortality alone do not show the full consequences on health 
and societal and economic consequences costs caused by 
road traffic injuries (RTIs) 

• Death rates and life-changing injuries represent a significant 
socioethical impact on the community



Although……
Scientific knowledge show:
• Relatively minor non-fatal injury incidents, and not only 

major events, can lead to a significant consequences 
for injured individuals, families and societies

But: These injuries are usually not included in many 
countries road safety efforts due to the fact that they are 
usually not life threatening and by this not regarding as 
“serious”….



”Threat-to-life”

MAIS 3+ EU definition of serious road traffic injuries since 2014
AIS (Abbreviated
Injury Scale)

1971, updated several
times, latest 2015

Injuries are
categorized
by nine
different 
body parts 
and it´s
severity.

MAIS (Maximum AIS) The highest
AIS-score



Distribution of injuries and injured
persons by AIS and MAIS in Strada, 2021
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If using that MAIS 1 and 2 are “minor-moderate” injuries and MAIS 3-6 
“serious – critical/maximum” injuries…….

The Swedish Ratios number of ”minor-moderate” and ”serious –
critical/maximum” injured by number of fatalities (210) from 2021 are: 
”Minor-moderate”: 19 573/210 = 93
”serious – critical/maximum”: 905/210 = 4.3

As an example using Swedish ratios:
WHO has estimated road traffic fatalities in the Global Status Report on 
Road Safety 2018: Italy 3 333,  Tanzania 16 252, USA 39 888, Viet Nam 
24 970
“Minor-Moderate” vs. “Serious-Critical/Maximum”
Italy: 310 000 and 14 300
Tanzania: 1 511 000 and 69 000
USA: 3 700 000 and 172 000
Viet Nam: 2 300 000 and 107 000



Highlighting the topic at two Imola Living Lab 
events in July and December 2022 

Held at the Autodromo Enzo and Dino Ferrari premises in Imola, 
with the collaboration of Montecatone Rehabilitation Institute, 
Bellaria and Maggiore Hospital for Spinal injuries, the traffic

police and psychology experts.



ECE Road Safety Action Plan 2023-2030



Conclusion and suggestions
• For policy making and regulation it is essential to pay attention to the fact 

that negative life consequences of RTIs can be long-term and can arise 
even for minor injuries an minor injurious events (MAIS 1 & 2) 

• A focus shift is needed from premature deaths to (also) all injuries as 
these cause negative life long-term consequences for individuals and 
societies

• In Agenda 2030 is health is a central goal – traffic safety need to be 
incorporated in to societal development

• ECE Road Safety Action Plan 2023-2030 uses MAIS3+ as an indicator
• WP.1 is invited to discuss this topic – eg. what can The Global Forum For 

Road Traffic Safety do to counteract the societal burden of minor and 
moderate road traffic injuries?



Thank you!
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