
USE OF CERTIFIED SEED POTATOES
Benefits of Quality Seed Potatoes

Quality seed potatoes are known to have a varietal identity and be free of harmful organisms. The 
use of high-quality planting material is the most important strategy available to potato growers to 

ensure high yields whilst minimising inputs, particularly pesticides, and avoiding crop losses due to 
disease and other quality issues.

The use of quality seed potatoes contributes to increased yield and marketability of potato crops by 
managing seed borne potato diseases and pests. Other benefits include limiting the spread and 

introduction of pests and diseases into new potato production areas.
Quality seed potatoes may be produced through formal seed certification schemes such as the 

UNECE seed potato standard which provides official recognition and traceability of seed potatoes. 
Certified seed potatoes are produced according to strict standards that are specific to different 

countries and growing areas.
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UNECE STANDARD S-1 concerning the marketing and commercial quality control of SEED POTATOES
https://unece.org/trade/wp7/SeedPotatoes-Standards 


