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I. WHAT’S NEW IN THE UNECE/FAO FORESTRY AND TIMBER SECTION?

2022 country market 
statements

These 17 documents have been
prepared by member States for the
Committee on Forest and Forest
Industry. They contain a wealth of
country specific information on
policies, economic conditions in
2022 and many include an outlook
on expected developments in 2023.

For more information:
https://unece.org/forests/2022-
country-market-statements

Forest products production 
and trade Forecast data
(2022-2023)

Member States of the UNECE
provided forecasts of how they
anticipate production, trade and
consumption for various forest
products may have developed in
2022 and how they could evolve
further in 2023. These estimates
were submitted to COFFI 2022
and reflect the situation based on
data available in Q3 of 2022.

For more information:
https://unece.org/forests/coffi-
market-forecasts

Forest Products Annual 
Market Review 
(2021-2022)

The latest edition of the Forest
Products Annual Market Review is
currently in print.

For more information:
Please contact Florian Steierer 
(florian.steierer@un.org) for a 
personal advance copy.

For more information:
Register to receive the Benchmarking Survey 
Consultation Draft today: 
https://forms.office.com/e/UB4pvdD1uM

UNECE highlights urban forestry
benchmarking in virtual COP15 side event

Sustainably managed urban trees and forests are a
nature-based solution that provide benefits for
biodiversity, climate adaptation and mitigation, disaster
risk reduction, health, and sustainable development. To
support planning targets and inform policy and
sustainable management, practitioners report a need to
develop urban forestry benchmarks.

This event explored urban forestry benchmarking needs,
challenges and objectives. Responding to this need,
UNECE has developed an urban forest benchmarking
survey. Interested in commenting on the consultation
draft of the survey? Please register today.

The event recording will be posted in ENG – RUS – FRA
– SPA here: https://unece.org/info/events/event/373303

Source: Stefanie Linser

For more information: 
https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/364295

Experts gathered at scientific-technical
symposium in Vienna to discuss pan-
European forest damage

UNECE, FAO and the Austrian Federal Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
co-organized a scientific-technical symposium on pan-
European forest damage and disturbance on 29-30
September 2022. The two-day hybrid event was hosted
by the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences
in Vienna. The meeting provided a platform for the
exchange of information on national and international
monitoring, assessment and reporting of forest
disturbance and damage. The event was a great
occasion for experts from various areas to walk-the-talk
on shared challenges, lessons learned, as well as
innovative solutions for improving the knowledge on the
state of forests in the UNECE region.

Quo vadis forest products’ markets  2022/2023

Keeping track of developments of the forest products’ markets in the UNECE region in 2022 proved to be quite challenging and the
market saw significant changes over the past eight months. The UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section, with the help from experts
from its member States, collected a significant amount of information which is publicly available on the websites listed below:

Statistical Annex
to Forest Products Annual
Market Review
(2021-2022)

The statistical annex to the Market
Review includes over 82 tables
showing the leading producers and
traders in the three ECE
subregions of Europe, North
America and the Eastern Europe
Caucasus and Central Asia.

For more information:
https://unece.org/forestry-
timber/documents/2022/11/inform
al-documents/statistical-annex-
forest-products-annual

https://unece.org/forests/2022-country-market-statements
https://unece.org/forests/coffi-market-forecasts
mailto:florian.steierer@un.org
https://forms.office.com/e/UB4pvdD1uM
https://unece.org/info/events/event/373303
https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/364295
https://unece.org/forestry-timber/documents/2022/11/informal-documents/statistical-annex-forest-products-annual
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II. PUBLICATIONS, ARTICLES, REPORTS, REGULATORY UPDATES

Bioeconomy Perceptions Survey targeted at Students

The Bioeconomy Perceptions Survey targeted at students is an important tool to
help regions learn more about their own bioeconomy ecosystem. It aims to provide
insights into how students of higher education perceive the role of entrepreneurship
in the field of bioeconomy, as well as related opportunities and challenges.

High-level researchers at the European Forest Institute will analyse the results and
deliver a European-wide final report.

Do you want to launch the survey in your educational institution? Bioregions will
provide the survey link along with an invitation letter. All you have to do is inviting the
students to participate.

For more information: https://bioregions.efi.int/our-work/open-innovation/
Access the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZBQFYK6

Explore the Mediterranean Forest
Research Agenda 2030

The Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda (MFRA)
2030 was launched at the European Forest Institute
Mediterranean Network Forum 2022.

The MFRA identifies four main themes: forest
resilience in a context of global change related forest
disturbances; conservation and management of
biodiversity and genetic resources; forest
management addressing trade-offs and synergies
between multiple ecosystem services; social and
business innovations and policy instruments to
implement the forest-based bioeconomy.

The aim is to spur experts into further action and to
provide a reference for policymakers to strengthen
Mediterranean forests’ resilience in the face of
climate and biodiversity crises, new social demands,
and demographic challenges.

Download the MFRA 2030:
https://doi.org/10.36333/rs5

Fore more information:
https://foresteurope.org/rapid-response-mechanism/

Supporting the recovery and sustainable
management of Ukrainian forests

FOREST EUROPE endorsed the Ministerial Decision
“Supporting the recovery and sustainable
management of Ukrainian forests and its forest
sector” during the High-Level Policy Dialogue 2022,
and the FOREST EUROPE Secretariat in Bonn is
actively working on the implementation.

On December 7th the first experts’ workshop took
place. The current situation and the ongoing projects
were discussed by 58 designated experts, including
the European Commission, international
organizations, observer organizations from Ukraine
and 20 countries representatives. Short- and long-
term commitment and collaboration are needed to
implement this initiative! Please share your projects
and your willingness to support the Ukrainian forests
with us and write to silvia.abruscato@foresteurope.org

New ILO-FAO-Thünen Institute
publication estimates the number of
people employed in the forest sector
Forests and the forest sector are important sources
of employment, livelihoods and incomes for millions
across the globe, particularly in rural areas. Despite
the relevance of forests for employment and income
generation, limited quantitative information is
available on the subject, making it challenging to
quantify the number of people employed in the forest
sector, and their contribution to global employment.

This new joint FAO-ILO-Thünen Institute study
employs a new method to fill the gaps of missing
data points in order to provide sound total
employment estimates in the forest sector on a
global scale.

For more information:
Publication in the ILO website
Publication in the FAO website
ILOSTAT Blog

Taking Green Care to the next level

After 3 years of work to innovate Green Care, Green4C
reflects on its achievements and discusses next steps
to promote Nature-based Solutions for health,
wellbeing, and social inclusion. During the online
conference “Taking Green Care to the next level” (was
held on 7.12.2022), Green4C presented the “Green
Care Manifesto”.

The Manifesto provides key actions to promote new
Green Care initiatives and remove the barriers for
their diffusion. While the event is mainly addressed to
policy makers and professionals in Green Care,
anyone interested in the promotion of nature-based
solutions for health and wellbeing is welcomed.

For more information:
https://www.greenforcare.eu/news/green-care-
conference/
https://www.greenforcare.eu/news/the-green-care-
manifesto/

Legislative proposal from the European Commission on the
certification of carbon removals welcomed by European
woodworking and sawmill industries

The publication today by the European Commission of a draft legislative proposal on
the certification of carbon removals has been broadly welcomed by the European
woodworking and sawmill industries.

As the European Union increases its effort to become net-zero by 2050 the priority
must be to reduce the emission of carbon into the atmosphere. At the same time, we
also need to remove carbon from the atmosphere and hence the importance of this
Commission proposal.

Storing carbon in sustainable wood products in the built environment is one way in
which such removals can be achieved, as identified in this proposal.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_3ccd67fb1d854352877ea2b16baefec1.pdf

Rural and wildland fires: overall impact reduction

Proposed by our Brazilian member, ISO committee TC 92/SC 3 has recently started
developing a standard dealing with measures to fight against rural and wildland fires,
to reduce social, economic and environmental losses and damages, thus reducing
the overall impact of fires.

This topic is strictly related to climate change, due both to the impact of wildland
fires on the environment in terms of CO2 emissions and to the fact that world areas
world previously considered as too cold or too dry to be subject to fires have recently
changed their climatic conditions and are therefore exposed to fire risk.

For more information:
https://www.iso.org/committee/50540.html

A recent article about climate-induced tree mortality events of
Taurus fir (Abies cilicica) in Mediterranean forests

A research article named «Analyzing climate-induced tree mortality of Taurus fir
using temporal forest management plan and observed climate data sets in the
Central Mediterranean sub-region of Turkey» has recently published in European
Journal of Forest Research.

It aims to quantify the mortality pattern of Taurus fir in a Mediterranean forest
enterprise from 1971 to 2016 and evaluate this pattern considering the recent
climate change in the sub-region.

The findings of this paper may help take adaptive forest management measures for
the future under the risk of regional and/or global climate change.

For more information:
https://rdcu.be/cXDz0

Develop new Urban Forests with this
online course!

Uforest, a 3-years project co-funded by the European
Commission, launched “Nature in the city”, a new
innovative e-learning course in urban forestry.

With leading international experts, participants will
gain fundamental knowledge in urban forestry and
the different disciplines involved in it, from forest
ecology to urban planning, from community
engagement to project management.

The course, developed in collaboration with the
Politecnico di Milano, aims to provide all the
necessary tools to implement effective urban forestry
solutions and promote the green transition of cities.
This online course is free and open to anyone, both
students and professionals.

For more information:
https://www.pok.polimi.it/courses/course-
v1:Polimi+UF101+2022_M11/about

For more information:
Report: https://foresteurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/Thuenen-Green-Forest-
Jobs-Report.pdf
Policy brief: https://foresteurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/Thuenen-Green-Forest-
Jobs-Policy-Brief.pdf

Green impact, Green Jobs: The future of
the pan-European forest sector by
FOREST EUROPE and Thünen-Institute

The workforce employed by the pan-European forest
sector decreased by 7% between 2010 and 2020 and
the forest sector workforce is aging rapidly. A recent
report and policy brief by FOREST EUROPE and the
Thünen-Institute of Forestry “Green Forest Jobs in
the pan-European region” presents evidence that this
aging forest sector workforce is not being replaced by
young workers. These facts call for urgent action to
avoid labour shortages and alleviate the gender
imbalance in the pan-European forest sector.

In addition, there are new jobs emerging beyond this
traditional forest sector. The report and policy brief
introduces the new forest-based sector and draws
attention to the emerging jobs. The new forest-related
sector provides opportunities to increase
employment in rural areas and to stimulate the
creation of quality Green Forest Jobs.

https://bioregions.efi.int/our-work/open-innovation/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZBQFYK6
https://doi.org/10.36333/rs5
https://foresteurope.org/rapid-response-mechanism/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/talks.foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Forest-Europe_HLPD-2022-Ministerial-Decision-Ukraine.pdf
mailto:silvia.abruscato@foresteurope.org
https://www.ilo.org/sector/Resources/publications/WCMS_862429/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2438en
https://ilostat.ilo.org/forest-sector-employs-33-million-around-the-world-according-to-new-global-estimates/
https://www.greenforcare.eu/news/the-green-care-manifesto/
https://www.greenforcare.eu/news/green-care-conference/
https://www.greenforcare.eu/news/the-green-care-manifesto/
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_3ccd67fb1d854352877ea2b16baefec1.pdf
https://www.iso.org/committee/50540.html
https://rdcu.be/cXDz0
https://www.pok.polimi.it/courses/course-v1:Polimi+UF101+2022_M11/about
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Thuenen-Green-Forest-Jobs-Report.pdf
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Thuenen-Green-Forest-Jobs-Policy-Brief.pdf
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FSC welcomes the new EU anti-Deforestation Regulation – and
is ready to work for effective enforcement

EU decision-makers have reached an historic agreement by approving the landmark
anti-Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). The EUDR will prohibit placing products linked
to deforestation and forest degradation on the EU market.

This is a significant win for civil society organizations, especially those working
together under the banner of the #Together4Forests campaign calling for a strong
law against deforestation, led by WWF EU, of which FSC was part.

FSC regrets that the scope of the regulation was not extended to other wooded land
such as savannahs - important carbon stores which provide livelihoods for
Indigenous Peoples and local communities. Furthermore, the lack of clear
recognition of Indigenous Peoples and local community rights are an alarming
omission.

For more information:
https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/fsc-welcomes-the-new-eu-anti-deforestation-
regulation

How can we strengthen the contribution of forests in reaching
EU climate goals?

During the ThinkForest online webinar (20 September 2022) Dr Hans Verkerk,
Principal Scientist at EFI, presented the results of a new EFI study on ‘Forest-based
climate change mitigation and adaptation in Europe’ that he coordinated. The report
analyses how much forests and wood use can contribute to climate change
mitigation, and how that contribution can be maximised.

A lively panel discussion on implementation highlighted further some of the issues
raised in the report. Panellists emphasised that the diversity of systems across the
EU has to be respected, and that we do not have a single recipe for all Europe –
interventions have to be customized to the local context and have to reconcile
various expectations across the landscape.

For more information:
Download the study: https://doi.org/10.36333/fs14
Read more about the study: https://efi.int/news/new-study-analyses-how-forests-
and-wood-use-can-help-meet-climate-goals-2022-09-20
Rewatch the conversation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp4T7i6bwLU

II. PUBLICATIONS, ARTICLES, REPORTS, REGULATORY UPDATES

Develop new Urban Forests with this online course!

The FSC ES Procedure allows FSC-certified forest owners and managers to identify,
measure, and verify the positive impacts on 5 categories of ecosystem services.

The aim of the Procedure is to facilitate access to ES markets and funds,
guaranteeing the restoration or conservation of ES themselves.

Today, the growing market on ES calls for an evolution in the positioning of FSC and
its Procedure. At the FSC General Assembly, more than 1000 members supported a
policy motion presented by Etifor to position FSC as a leading international standard
for the certification of forest ES in support of mitigation strategies.

For more information:
https://www.etifor.com/en/whats-going-on/fsc-ecosystem-services-procedure/

https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/fsc-welcomes-the-new-eu-anti-deforestation-regulation
https://doi.org/10.36333/fs14
https://efi.int/news/new-study-analyses-how-forests-and-wood-use-can-help-meet-climate-goals-2022-09-20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp4T7i6bwLU
https://www.etifor.com/en/whats-going-on/fsc-ecosystem-services-procedure/
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III. FOREST COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

The IUFRO-MONDI partnership: Forest science and forest-
based industry team up to tackle climate change impacts

The IUFRO-Mondi Partnership is a Science-Business Platform of a global nature, with
a pan-European focus. The goal of the partnership is to better understand climate
change impacts and challenges for forests and the forest-based industry and to
identify science-based response measures, supporting future wood and fibre supply.

The IUFRO-Mondi Partnership aims to:

•generate a robust scientific understanding of how climate change affects forests
and the forest-based industry
•identify response options to climate change challenges and define ways forward for
the wider forestry and related business community to ensure a sustainable future
•provide training and mutual learning opportunities for young scientists and business
professionals
•create positive change at scale by leveraging scientific insights and commercial
best practices

For more information:
About the Partnership: https://www.iufro.org/discover/iufro-partners/mondi/
About IUFRO: https://www.iufro.org/
About Mondi: https://www.mondigroup.com/

Photo credits: Ida Gyulai, Vallastaden smart city

European Forest institute’s (EFI) new
Biocities facility in Rome

The European Forest Institute, EFI, has opened a new
facility in Rome on Biocities: a new vision to rethink
our urban environment with the transformative power
of trees, forests and wood.

EFI will address this topic in partnership with other
networks, disciplines and actors willing to place
nature at the centre of the urban agenda, to create
healthy, sustainable and resilient cities as well as
sustainable rural-urban interfaces.

We will launch the Biocities work at a special event on
April 20th 2023 in Rome, as part of the celebration of
EFI’s 30thanniversary year. Save the date, more info
will be available soon.

For more information:
www.efi.int

For more information:
https://mnr.gov.ru/press/news/uchastniki_aktsii_sokh
ranim_les_vysadili_70_millionov_derevev_/
https://сохранимлес.рф/
https://www.ntv.ru/novosti/2726010/

Trees planted to save and nurture

Over 70 million trees were planted in Russia in 2022
during the ‘Let’s Save the Forest’ campaign. People of
all ages and occupations enjoy participating in
helping to restore forests near their country houses
and urban dwellings, as well as to spend leisure time
outdoors with children and friends.

Support by the Federal Forestry Agency of Russia
ensures that tree plantings follow the silviculture
principles with due respect for the nature and climate
conditions. These efforts also help to reach the
national goals of ‘Preservation of Forests’ project and
progress towards SDG-15, SDG-13 and GHG-1.

https://vk.com/sohranimles
https://национальныепроекты.рф/news/aktivnoe-
lesovosstanovlenie-v-rossii-startuet-aktsiya-
sokhranim-les

Illustration by Marija Sterjovska, Farmahem

Landscape Fire Management in the
Western Balkans – Joint Efforts for
Landscape Fire Resilience

To mitigate the negative impacts of landscape fires
(LFs) in the Western Balkans, it is necessary to have
inclusive, cross-boundary cooperation, and to
strengthen the capacities and policies for LF
management in the region.

The Landscape Fire Management in the Western
Balkans (LFMWB) Programme embeds these aspects
with an aim to increase forest resilience. The
increased resilience to LFs and the establishment of
regional and national networks will contribute to
cross-boundary knowledge exchange and
cooperation. LFMWB Programme is financed by the
GPCCE of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation – SDC and coordinated by Farmahem -
Skopje, with backstopping support from Helvetas.

For more information: 
https://farmahem.com.mk/LFMWB

I-Maestro researcher collecting data for modelling

Projecting the future of our forests
The future of our forests is uncertain, especially with
disturbances, like windstorms, wildfires, and bark
beetles, increasing due to climate change.

In the I-Maestro project, researchers used forest
models to investigate how we can adapt our forests
and their management to reduce the impacts of
climate change and disturbances – while still be able
to benefit from wood other forest ecosystem
services.

In this short documentary you will not only learn how
models can predict forest functions under
disturbances but also explore the modelling of
different climate and forest management scenarios.

And you’ll find out how modelling looks like, and why
we should all be excited about it.

For more information:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ux6zB24CtM

Morris on the streets of Kampala (Photo credit @Morris Nyombi)

A peek into the life of a climate activist

Meet Morris Nyombi, a Ugandan youth, whose
parents lost their farm due to flooding. He then had to
struggle to get an education.

Fortunately, he won a scholarship for IT training.
Having that in his pocket, he became the social media
handler of the Ugandan climate Activist Vanessa
Nakate. And that is how Morris Nyombe himself
became a climate activist, by joining her on climate
strikes in Uganda. However, he relates how much
more difficult it is to be an activist when you are a
man, and in Africa.

But he doesn’t give up and participated in the NY
Climate Week to share his experiences with the top
50 sustainable content creators over the weekend.

Read Morris’s story here:
https://www.un-redd.org/post/peek-life-climate-
activist

The forest sector is changing, and
women are part of this transformation!

We are a team of specialists gathered under the
umbrella of an international project: Fem4Forest:
Forests in women's hands.

During the last two years, we studied the role of
women in the Danube region. We developed new
tools to empower women professionally and improve
their employment opportunities. More than 600
women from the forestry sector were involved in the
Danube region for the first time.

Last year, we implemented pilot activities (like
gender-reflecting mentoring programs, trainings for
women, and forest walks) in our countries to
empower women in the sector. One of the crucial
results is establishment of an International umbrella
organisation for women in the forestry sector
(WOFO).

For more information: Link 1 and Link 2

Could emerging entrepreneurship save our forests?

(@ Unsplash)

Forest conservation is in itself one of the greatest environmental challenges of our
time and yet one of the most threatened by illegal business practices and corrupt
activities.

Yearly the world loses around 5 million hectares of forest, 95% of which happens in
the tropics. We now know that there is less than 30% of the greater Mekong forest
remaining.

These overwhelming numbers show us the urgency of innovative solutions that
promote the sustainability of the forestry sector. Such emerging enterprises focusing
on slowing down the harmful impact of the current practices can have a catalyzing
effect on a generation of new proposals by the local communities to rejuvenate this
sector and forest trade.

For more information:
https://www.un-redd.org/post/could-emerging-entrepreneurship-save-our-forests

Uganda advances on the safeguards front towards readiness

(@ Unsplash)

Uganda joined the REDD+ mechanism in 2008 when it became a participant of the
Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF).

Since then, the country made good progress regarding the Warsaw Framework
elements to complete the readiness phase.

A national REDD+ strategy was ready in 2017, a Forest Reference Emission Level
(FREL) submitted to UNFCCC in 2018, a BUR and a REDD+ Technical Annex in 2020,
and a National Forest Monitoring System was available and finalized in the same
year.

The only missing piece of the Warsaw Framework was the Safeguard Information
System (SIS), one of the key requirements to access Results-based Payments (RBP).

For more information:
https://www.un-redd.org/post/uganda-advances-safeguards-front-towards-
readiness

Slovenia: Optimisation of management with forest carbon stock
in Slovenian forests (Project Forests for Future – EUKI)

With their ability to absorb atmospheric carbon, forests have a central role in climate
change mitigation. The Slovenia Forest Service and Department of Forestry and
Renewable Forest Resources (Biotechnical Faculty -University of Ljubljana) has been
since November 2020 developing a management approach that will ensure
optimized management with forest carbon sink in the Slovenian forest. This was
done through the creation of forest development models and scenarios, the creation
of forest management planning guidelines and policy recommendations, and
awareness raising and education of the leading forestry and environmental
stakeholders. Forest management guidelines have already been implemented in
Slovenia's forest management planning process.

For more information:
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/forestsforfuture/

https://www.iufro.org/discover/iufro-partners/mondi/
https://www.iufro.org/
https://www.mondigroup.com/
http://www.efi.int/
https://mnr.gov.ru/press/news/uchastniki_aktsii_sokhranim_les_vysadili_70_millionov_derevev_/
https://%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%85%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81.%D1%80%D1%84/
https://www.ntv.ru/novosti/2726010/
https://vk.com/sohranimles
https://%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B5%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%8B.%D1%80%D1%84/news/aktivnoe-lesovosstanovlenie-v-rossii-startuet-aktsiya-sokhranim-les
https://farmahem.com.mk/LFMWB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ux6zB24CtM
https://www.un-redd.org/post/peek-life-climate-activist
https://www.interreg-danube.eu/approved-projects/fem4forest
https://www.facebook.com/Fem4Forest
https://www.un-redd.org/post/could-emerging-entrepreneurship-save-our-forests
https://www.un-redd.org/post/uganda-advances-safeguards-front-towards-readiness
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/forestsforfuture/
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For more information: 
https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/ fsc-launches-its-
climate-coalition-at-cop27-to-drive-progress-on-
forest-based-climate

FSC launches its Climate Coalition at
COP27 to drive progress on forest-
based climate solutions

FSC's Director General announced the new effort,
which will convene different sectors and voices into
the FSC Climate Coalition, to enhance the role that
forests and the FSC standards play in combating
climate change.

The FSC Climate Coalition will be a multi-sector
partnership platform for creating and testing climate
solutions that originate from forests. The goal of the
initiative is to turn ideas into action by bringing
together partners who might not otherwise interact to
collaboratively refine and pilot projects. Included in
the group will be perspectives from various points in
the value chain – project developers, corporations,
investors, carbon standards, indigenous
representatives, environmental groups and research
bodies.

Five Ways FSC Protected Forests and
People Through its Standards in 2022

Just as the forests are constantly changing and
adapting, FSC’s standards, procedures and policies
are continuously developed and adapted to ensure
responsible forestry globally.

Highlights for 2022 include:
1.Creating a path for restoration and remedy
2.Streamlining our standard setting process
3.Making a stepwise approach for community and
family forests to certification
4.Enhancing auditing practices in the forest
5.Increasing FSC’s global impact by broadening FSC
certification with national standards

For more information:
https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/five-ways-fsc-
protected-forests-and-people-through-its-standards-
in-2022

SFI Welcomes Dr. Healy Hamilton as
Chief Scientist

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) is pleased to
announce the appointment of Dr. Healy Hamilton to
the role of SFI Chief Scientist, starting April 4, 2023.
Dr. Hamilton will provide strategic direction and
increased rigor to SFI’s conservation science
program, working in collaboration with SFI’s
leadership and network of forest sector organizations,
conservation groups, academics, researchers,
Indigenous Peoples, educators, and government
agencies.

Dr. Hamilton currently serves as Chief Scientist for
NatureServe, where she leads the development,
funding, and execution of an applied science portfolio
on the classification, distribution, status, and trends of
at-risk species and ecosystems.

For more information:
https://tinyurl.com/yxshcvs8

For more information:
https://pefcgalicia.org/french-way/

The importance of the mountains and
managing them sustainably is a leading
aspect of the Way of St James
"PEFC on the French Way" is an initiative that
introduces pilgrims and society to the importance of
forests. The Way and the Mountains (70% of Galicia is
forested) have been closely linked in Galicia over the
centuries, generating their own unique culture,
traditions and nature.

The Way is the guiding thread that reveals aspects of
the Galician rural landscape, type of property, uses
and work in the mountains, the importance of forests
and trees in the cities, legends, etc.

The PEFC logo guarantees that all products (wood,
paper, resin, cork, chestnuts, honey, mushrooms,
biomass, textiles) come from certified forests. It
provides assurance that they have been sustainably
managed and can be traced throughout the whole
forest chain to the end consumer.

Capacity-building for future foresters

To raise awareness about the importance of forests and promote forest-related jobs,
the Federal Forestry Agency of Russia held a holiday forest camp for schoolchildren.
150 members of forestry schools aged 11 to 16 from various regions of Russia
participated in the 2022-camp session. Forestry schools are hobby clubs where
children learn about forests and gain skills in forestry.

At the camp, boys and girls did research and competed in botany, forest inventory,
forest protection against fires, pests and diseases, designed eco-trails and went eco-
hiking. Hands-on activities for youth were held by university lecturers and foresters.

For more information:
https://center-orlyonok.ru/RU/news/orlyata_stali_volonterami_lesa
https://center-orlyonok.ru/RU/news/lesnoy_podrost2022

SFI Welcomes Lauren T. Cooper as its
new Chief Conservation Officer

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) recently
announced Lauren T. Cooper as its new Chief
Conservation Officer. Cooper has exceptional
knowledge and experience in climate-smart forestry
and applied science and is well-respected
internationally for her work in assessing forest-based
climate finance and for linking wood utilization to
sustainability.

Cooper was one of two research scientists at
Michigan State University who led a study entitled
“Linking Climate Change, Forests, and Certification”
that included a qualitative analysis of SFI
programmatic documents, interviews with key
informants, and observations of SFI training activities.
Cooper will start at SFI in April 2023.

For more information:
https://tinyurl.com/342y9s6j

Welcomes Annica Bresky and Tracy Farrell to SFI’s Board of
Directors

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) recently announced the appointment of two
new members to its Board of Directors: Ms. Annica Bresky, President and CEO, Stora
Enso, one of the largest private forest owners in the world; and Dr. Tracy Farrell,
Director of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) North America
Office and CEO of IUCN-US, a partner organization of the IUCN that has worked for
more than 70 years to help the world find solutions to its most pressing environment
and development challenges.

The SFI Board has 18 members with three chambers: Economic, Social, and
Environmental.

For more information:
https://tinyurl.com/ys7trcyx

OptFORESTS, a new Horizon Europe project to enhance diversity
and resilience of future European forests

OptFORESTS kick-off meeting in Vienna in November 2022. Photo: Michele Bozzano

Faced with the major challenge of climate change, new European policies call for
increased efforts to restore forest ecosystems through massive tree plantations by
2030. This objective can only be achieved if forest genetic resources (FGR) and forest
reproductive material (FRM) such as fruits, seeds, cones and plant parts are protected
and sustainably managed while establishing a well-developed nursery sector to
support planting and restoration efforts.

The Horizon Europe OptFORESTS project aims to generate new knowledge in this field
by systematising data and creating networked partnerships for the production,
deployment, management and conservation of climate-resilient FGRs and FRMs.

Follow @OptFORESTS now on Twitter!

For more information:
https://efi.int/news/optforests-new-horizon-europe-project-enhance-diversity-and-
resilience-future-european-forests

2023 European Year of Skills: investing in people the
woodworking and furniture social partners commitment

The European social partners from the woodworking and furniture industries,
represented by CEI-Bois and EFIC, jointly with their European trade union
representatives, EFBWW, welcome the Commission’s decision to declare the year
2023 as “European Year of Skills”.

In line with the statement made by the President of the European Commission,
Ursula von der Leyen, during her State of the Union, our sector strongly agrees with
the need to tackle the shortage of skills in Europe by putting an emphasis on new
qualifications, investment on professional education, upskilling and attracting the
right skills to help companies and strengthen Europe's growth.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_211130ec726b418aa013c148c1099f2d.pdf

https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/fsc-launches-its-climate-coalition-at-cop27-to-drive-progress-on-forest-based-climate
https://fsc.org/en/newscentre/five-ways-fsc-protected-forests-and-people-through-its-standards-in-2022
https://tinyurl.com/yxshcvs8
https://pefcgalicia.org/french-way/
https://center-orlyonok.ru/RU/news/orlyata_stali_volonterami_lesa
https://center-orlyonok.ru/RU/news/lesnoy_podrost2022
https://tinyurl.com/342y9s6j
https://tinyurl.com/ys7trcyx
https://mobile.twitter.com/OptFORESTS
https://efi.int/news/optforests-new-horizon-europe-project-enhance-diversity-and-resilience-future-european-forests
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_211130ec726b418aa013c148c1099f2d.pdf
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How to foster youth inclusion in forest policy processes

The International Forestry Students Association and the FOREST EUROPE
Secretariat organized a youth led and first of its kind initiative: the Youth Forest
Policy Days (1-3 Dec). It enables the youth community to gain insights about
international forest policies and governance touching based on Sustainable Forest
Management, halting deforestation, restoration and the contribution of forest finance
from well-known experts. The event also covered topics on public speaking, event
organization, and digitalization in the forest sector. Forest policy experts expounded
on how forest policy works and provided real-world examples from across the globe.
The International Union of Forest Research Organizations and Global Landscapes
Forum partnered in organizing the event.

For more information and recordings:
https://ifsa.net/yfpd

Renewed collaboration for Mediterranean forest resilience in
1st European Forest Institute's Mediterranean Network Forum

Top-level collaboration on key themes and cross-cutting issues for Mediterranean
forest management for resilience were at the focus of discussions as researchers,
policymakers and practitioners gathered in Barcelona for a successful celebration of
the European Forest Institute’s Mediterranean Network Forum between 29
November and 1 December.

The Forum saw the launch of the Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2030 in an
update to the first Mediterranean Research Agenda (2010-2020).

Participants enjoyed a technical visit to Montserrat Rural Park showing the
opportunities for forest management for rural livelihoods and wildfire prevention,
organised in collaboration with Barcelona’s Provincial Council (DIBA).

For more information:
https://medforest.net/2022/12/13/renewed-collaboration-for-mediterranean-forest-
resilience-in-first-successful-forum/

Building the bioeconomy with nature-based materials and
solutions within the New European Bauhaus

Report from the Wood4Bauhaus Alliance side event held on Friday 7th October at
the High-Level EU Bioeconomy Conference, ‘Bioeconomy - Enabling the European
Green Deal in Challenging Times’ (6-7th October, Brussels).

This side event was held at the request of the European Commission to highlight the
potential climate benefits of using more nature-based materials, such as wood and
other biomaterials, in the built environment within the context of the New European
Bauhaus.

Long-life, low-carbon, circular products can drastically diminish the carbon
emissions of Europe’s building stock. Nature-based solutions will thus be key to
achieving a more resilient, self-sufficient European bioeconomy.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_c3dc1df9190d440b8f7664c51fea1ae8.pdf

or contact
info@wood4bauhaus.eu

EFIMED webinar series provides rich foundation for future
research

The European Forest Institute Mediterranean Facility November series of weekly
webinars explored the main themes of the Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda
(MFRA) 2030 in fascinating detail. The key topics analysed were ecosystem services,
resilience, genetic resources, and bioeconomy in relation to Mediterranean forests.
The sessions were led by expert authors, who presented the papers prepared for
each of the themes, and collected the contributions from attendees from the
Mediterranean and beyond.

The webinars provided a rich preparation for the European Forest Institute
Mediterranean Network Forum 2022 held from 29 November to 1 December where
the MFRA 2030 was launched.

For more information:
https://efi.int/efimed/mfra-2030/webinars

Workshop on forest monitoring held in Czechia

As part of the Czech Presidency, the workshop “Towards harmonised forest
observation, reporting and data collection framework” was held in Kutná Hora from
14 to 16 September 2022.

During the workshop, participants discussed the current state of forest monitoring in
EU Member States and its readiness for the establishment of a common
harmonised framework for forest observation, reporting and data collection, as
outlined in the New EU Forest Strategy.

The importance of the topic is evidenced by the participation of over 70 experts from
20 countries, representatives of the European Commission and representatives of
major international organizations such as FAO, EFI and Forest Europe. The main
organiser was the Forest Management Institute in cooperation with the Ministry of
Agriculture of the Czech Republic.

For more information:
https://www.uhul.cz/workshop-on-forest-monitoring-held-in-kutna-hora/?lang=en

IV. PAST EVENTS

The European Confederation of the Woodworking Industry held
its winter 2022 General Assembly on 23 November 2022 in an
online format

The General Assembly representatives were pleased to see that CEI-Bois’ advocacy,
with the support of its members, has been rewarded by the ever-growing attention
wood’s ability to store carbon has received over the year and the increasing
recognition of this climate benefit from both European officials and politicians.

2022 marked CEI-Bois’ 70th anniversary with a celebration that took place earlier in
June in the city of Skellefteå, a living example of what a sustainable climate-
conscious town should look like with its various wooden buildings made using
locally sourced timber, in line with the European Bauhaus objectives

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_2be2a37e6b534fe586a81c653ef13173.pdf

https://ifsa.net/yfpd
https://foresteurope.org/
https://www.iufro.org/
https://www.globallandscapesforum.org/
https://ifsa.net/yfpd
https://medforest.net/2022/12/13/renewed-collaboration-for-mediterranean-forest-resilience-in-first-successful-forum/
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_c3dc1df9190d440b8f7664c51fea1ae8.pdf
mailto:info@wood4bauhaus.eu
https://efi.int/mfra-2030
https://efi.int/efimed/mfra-2030/webinars
https://www.uhul.cz/workshop-on-forest-monitoring-held-in-kutna-hora/?lang=en
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_2be2a37e6b534fe586a81c653ef13173.pdf
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V. UPCOMING EVENTS

Forestry Speed Dating: Wood-based Insulation

The European Forest Institute Bioregions Facility invites you on 27 January
2023 to the fifth event of the second Forestry Speed Dating series on
Sustainable Wood Construction. The event will focus on the theme: Wood-
based insulation, where two research projects will present their advances
and results on sustainable innovations in wood-based insulation for the
construction sector with the presentations:

• IMIP: Innovative Modular Insulating Panels based on natural Cork and
Wood - UPC Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya.

• Wood Pulp Panels: Fibre panels for thermal building insulation - VTT
Technical Research Centre of Finland.

For more information and registration:
https://network.bioregions.efi.int/event/wood-based-insulation-2023-01-27-
29/register

5th Edition of the Forest Innovation Workshop

The ERIAFF Network, the European Forest Institute with its Bioregions
Facility, and partners, are pleased announce the workshop: The role of
innovation in managing new challenges in the forest-based sector at
regional level in the EU.

The event will provide an opportunity to learn about the most recent updates
on European initiatives and connect with a selection of innovative cases. The
themes addressed in the workshop are:
1.Carbon market, bioeconomy, climate smart forestry and rural development
2.Forest degradation and nature restoration
3.Ecosystem services and better integration in forest management

The workshop will take place on 18th January 2023.

For more information:
http://bioregions.efi.int/5th-edition-of-the-forest-innovation-workshop-the-
role-of-innovation-in-managing-new-challenges-in-the-forest-based-sector-at-
regional-level-in-the-eu/

Bioregions Open Innovation challenge  

Bioregions Open innovation Challenges provide a framework to identify and
support the development and scaling-up of innovative solutions to pressing
challenges in forest management and the forest bioeconomy. Its objective is
to facilitate sustainable transitions in European regions putting into value the
full range of ecosystem services provided by forests. The Bioregions Open
Innovation Challenge 2022 focuses on following challenges::

• Carbon Farming & Climate-Smart Forestry
• Forest Monitoring, Early Warning and Response
• Unleash the potential of Non-Wood Forest Products

The three best solutions will receive a grant that will allow the winners to
leverage their solution.

Apply by 12 February 2023!

For more information: 
https://bioregions.efi.int/our-work/open-innovation/

https://network.bioregions.efi.int/event/wood-based-insulation-2023-01-27-29/register
http://bioregions.efi.int/5th-edition-of-the-forest-innovation-workshop-the-role-of-innovation-in-managing-new-challenges-in-the-forest-based-sector-at-regional-level-in-the-eu/
https://bioregions.efi.int/our-work/open-innovation/
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The purpose of the Forest Information Billboard is to gather
news from the forest sector in one place: from forest
reporting, new publications, and upcoming events. The
contribution to the Billboard is voluntary. Please use our
attached template and send it to billboard.ece-
faoforests@un.org.

Kindly specify the category of your contribution
(project/activity, publication, event, etc.)

Please note that the editing of texts and permission to use
images is the full responsibility of contributors. Texts are
published as received*.
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