Intergovernmental negotiations on marine
biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction (BBNJ)




Intergovernmental Conference (UNGA res.72/249)

1st session (4.09.2018-17.09.2018) - President’s aid to discussion
2nd session (25.03.2019-5.04.2019) - President’s aid to negotiations
3rd session (19.08.2019-30.08.2019) — President’s draft text of an agreement
4th session (2020, postponed to — President’s revised draft text of
7 to 18 March 2022) an agreement (A/CONF.232/2020/3)
5th session (15 to 26 August 2022) - President’s further revised draft text of an
agreement (A/CONF.232/2022/5)

Resumed 5th session
(20 February to 3 March 2023) — President’s further refreshed draft text of an
agreement (Conference Room Paper)







https://www.un.org/bbnj/
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Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding instrument under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use
of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (General Assembly
resolution 72/249)

In its resolution 72/249 of 24 December 2017, the General Assembly
decided to convene an Intergovernmental Conference, under the
auspices of the United Nations, to consider the recommendations of
the Preparatory Committee established by resolution 69/292 of 19
June 2015 on the elements and to elaborate the text of an
international legally binding instrument under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of Sea on the conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction, with a view to developing the instrument as soon as
possible.




“It always seems impossible until
Nelson Mandela

THANK YOU

Gabriele Goettsche-Wanli
Independent international ocean
expert, former Director, Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Seaq, UN Office of Legal Affairs
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