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Effective climate action 
through water: 

Unveiling the hidden water in national climate plans



NDCs and NAPs 
are increasingly 
important as the basis 
for the 
implementation of 
effective climate 
action



THE WATER TRACKER IS A TOOL AND DIAGNOSTIC GUIDE 

SUPPORTING ENHANCED WATER RESILIENCE IN 

NATIONAL CLIMATE PLANNING



Connections with the Water Convention 2022-2024 
programme of work

Water Tracker supports: 

• Adaptation capacity and 

cooperation

• Access to finance

• Increased awareness of 

relevance of transboundary 

water management within 

climate planning



If climate action is to be effective, the role of water in must be 
recognized through strategic, dynamic trade-offs 

NDCs

NAPs

National 
Development 

Plans

Reveal synergies and gaps 

in water resilience and 

climate planning

AND

provide tools to reinforce 

synergies and fill gaps.



WHY THE WATER TRACKER

• Identify how water is 
included/omitted in climate plans 
and evaluate trade-offs

• Provide guidance to strengthen 
water-sensitive adaptation 
commitments

• Connect multisector water 
resilience projects to climate 
finance institutions

• Support engagement in robust and 
sustained dialogue on water and 
climate connections
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Water in National Climate Plans

Water in National Planning and Governance

Water and Climate Connections in Specific 
Sectors

Climate Financing and Project 
Implementation

WATER TRACKER QUESTIONS



WATER TRACKER FRAMEWORK



• Baseline of how water is explicitly and 
implicitly included in national climate 
plans

• Recommendations for improving plans 
with an emphasis on water resilience

• Focus on multi- and cross- sector 
initiatives

• Improve adaptation outcomes and avoid 
maladaptation

OUTCOMES
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Why consider transboundary 
water agreements in climate 
plans?

• To support the alignment of the plans with the national 
priorities for climate change mitigation and adaptation

• Reduces the potential for conflict over shared water resources 
that are essential for climate adaptation and mitigation efforts. 

• To achieve benefits and reduce costs for national adaptation 
and mitigation through transboundary cooperation namely by 
coordinating measures and joint development and 
implementation of transboundary adaptation strategies and 
plans



Country examples:

• NDC, Republic of Moldova: “Support foundational 
capacity building and targeted research needs for 
joint, ecosystem-based management of trans-
boundary water systems; to ensure international 
collaboration in climate change and environmental 
protection”

• NDC, Republic of Viet Nam: “Strengthen 
international cooperation in addressing 
transboundary water issues; enhance cooperation 
in scientific research, in information exchange on 
the formulation and implementation of policies and 
in the basic content of climate change strategies 
and policies”



• Some climate plans acknowledge 
international water treaties (NAPs, 
NDCs, National Climate Change 
strategies, etc.). 

• Water Policies are much more 
likely to identify international 
water-related obligations, as 
opposed to climate documents

• NDCs tend to focus only on the 
Paris Agreement

• Other international agreements 
recognized include the SDGs and 
the Sendai Framework for DRR
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KEY FINDINGS



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
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Plans should include a list and description of 
existing binding international/regional water-
related treaties

Description of the relationship between the 
climate planning document and the treaties. 

Identification of treaties relevant to climate 
mitigation and adaptation actions.



WATER AS THE CORE OF RESILIENCE

Ensures that national climate 

planning instruments are 

meaningful, effective, and 

ambitious

Promotes water-centric adaptation 

and resilience across, between, 

and within countries and ministries 

to ensure coherence in programs 

and projects

The Water Tracker facilitates the
work of the Task Force on Water
and Climate Action by ensuring
that national climate plans
recognize and actively engage with
transboundary water commitments



CONTACT: kharpham@Alliance4Water.org

WEBSITE: www.watertracker.cc

@Alliance4Water 
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EXAMPLE RESULTS: MALAWI



EXAMPLE RESULTS: COSTA RICA


