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Information Notice No. 1 
 

The UNECE will host the workshop at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 25- 27 November 2013. 
The workshop will start at 14.00 on 25 November in Room VII. 
 
 
I.   PURPOSE AND TARGET AUDIENCE OF THE WORKSHOP 
 
1. The High-Level Group (HLG) was created by the Bureau of the Conference of European 
Statisticians in 2010. Since then, it has developed a vision and strategy for the modernisation of 
statistical production and services. It has identified a number of expert groups whose work is related 
to the implementation of the strategy, and would like to invite two representatives of each of these 
groups to a workshop to discuss progress so far, and key priorities for 2014. 
 
2. The purpose of the workshop is to ensure all of the groups represented align their work 
towards the implementation of a common strategy. The expected outputs are a set of agreed and 
prioritised implementation actions. 
 
3. The target audience of the workshop is representatives of the expert groups identified in the 
list in the Annex to this information note. This will normally include the chair of that group and one 
other representative. Participants will be asked to canvass their groups on issues and priorities prior 
to the workshop.  
 
 
II.   AGENDA OF THE WORKSHOP 
 
4. The programme of the workshop will consist of the following substantive topics: 
 
Day 1: Overview of the HLG projects and initiatives during 2013 

  
5. This session will review progress on the key priorities and initiatives agreed at the 2012 
workshop. The Frameworks and Standards for Statistical Modernisation Project, and the Common 
Statistical Production Architecture (“plug and play”) Project will be presented for discussion and 
feedback. Participants will be invited to assess the extent to which these projects are meeting 
expectations, and delivering useful outputs. 
 
Day 2:  Introducing the new Executive Board and Modernisation Committees 
 
6. The new governance structure for expert groups overseen by the HLG will be presented. This 
structure includes four new modernisation committees (Organizational Framework and Evaluation, 
Production and Methods, Products and Sources, and Standards). Each modernisation committee will 
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be asked to give a presentation setting out the main current developments and challenges in their 
areas of expertise. Participants will be invited to discuss the issues raised by each presentation, and to 
identify common themes, which could form the basis for international collaboration projects. 
 
Day 3:  Identifying key priorities for the implementation of the strategy during 2014 

 
7. Following an initial presentation, discussions in small groups and in plenary will identify the 
key priorities on which the HLG should focus its activities during 2014, and agree the topic for one 
or more international collaboration project.   
 
8. The outcomes of the workshop will be summarised by the chair. A list of key priority actions 
will be agreed, including deadlines and responsibilities.  
 
9. The provisional timetable is from 14.00 to 17.30 on 25 November, from 09.30 to 17.30 on 26 
November, and 09.30 to 12.30 on 27 November. 
 
 
III.   ORGANISATIONAL ASPECTS 
  
A. Participation and Accreditation 
 
10. Participation at the workshop will be by invitation only. Each group is invited to send up to 
two representatives.  
 
11. All participants attending the workshop are requested to have a valid passport and, if 
required, a visa. Applications for visas should be made as soon as possible to the Swiss Embassy in 
the country in which the participant resides, with a reference to the UNECE Workshop on Strategic 
Developments in Business Architecture in Statistics. A letter to facilitate obtaining a visa can be 
requested from the UNECE secretariat. 
 
12. Invitees should inform the UNECE secretariat before 31 July if they intend to participate at 
the workshop or nominate another representative of their group.  
 
13. Participants should complete the registration form, which can be found on the last page, and 
return it to the UNECE secretariat by 30 September.  
 
B. Travel and Accommodation 
 
14. Participants and/or their offices are requested to make their own travel arrangements and 
hotel reservations. Information about the venue can be found at 
http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm. 
 
15. The organizers regret not being able to assist participants in their travel arrangements (air 
tickets, trains, local transportation, etc.). Neither the HLG nor the UNECE secretariat can provide 
any financial support or take any responsibility for financial arrangements with respect to travel or 
accommodation. 

http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm
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C.  Documentation, Methods of Work and Official Languages 
 
16. The working language of the workshop is English. All documents will be provided in English 
only, and will be made available on the website of the UNECE secretariat at the following location:  
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/x/-IDFAw. 
 
17. Participants are encouraged to download the papers from the website and bring their own 
copies to the workshop.  Documents posted on the website before the workshop will not be 
distributed in the conference room.  
 
 
IV. FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
18. For further information, please contact:  
  
Mr. Steven Vale 
Chief, Statistical Information and Methodology Unit 
Statistical Division 
UNECE 
Palais des Nations   
1211 Geneva 10  Tel: +41 22 917-3285 
Switzerland E-mail: steven.vale@unece.org  
  
 
 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/x/-IDFAw
mailto:steven.vale@unece.org
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Title, dates and venue of the meeting 
 
 
 

Participant:  Family name     First name 
         Mr.   
                       

Ms.   
 
Name of country, organisation or agency 

 
 
  
 Official Position 
 
 

 Professional Address 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA 
Conference Registration 

 

Card N°. Issued 

Initials, UN Official 

Participant Signature 

 

Date 

On Issue of ID Card 

 Passport or ID Number                                            Country of origin                  
 
 
  
 Valid until                 Nationality  

  

 

Workshop on the Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services 
25-27 November 2013, Room VII 

  

Please send the completed form to steven.vale@unece.org by 30 September 2013 
Please BRING THIS ORIGINAL with you for entering the UN building. 

Security Use Only 

 

 

Tel No.:   

 

E-mail address:   

 

Fax No.:   

mailto:steven.vale@unece.org
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Annex - Groups invited to the Workshop on the Modernisation of Statistical 
Production and Services 
 
Group Contact person Country 
MSIS Rune Gløersen   Norway 
METIS Alice Born Canada 
Sharing Advisory Board Marton Vucsan Netherlands 
Statistical Data Editing Claude Poirier Canada 
Data Collection John Dunne Ireland 
HMRT Carsten Boldsen UNECE 
ITDG Daniel Defays Eurostat 
SISAI Adam Wronski Eurostat 
DIME Daniel Defays Eurostat 
Metadata WG August Götzfried Eurostat 
ESSNet on Standardisation Csaba Abry Hungary 
WG Quality in Statistics Antonio Baigorri Eurostat 

Statistical Network  Frank Yu / Gary 
Dunnet 

Australia / 
New Zealand 

SAB-AP Rikke Munk Hansen UN/ESCAP 
PC-Axis Åsa Arrhén Sweden 
IMAODBC Armin Grossenbacher Switzerland 
SDMX Sponsors / Secretariat Andreas Hake ECB 
SDMX Expert Group  Trevor Fletcher OECD 
SDMX Tech Standards Xavier Sosnovsky ECB 
SDMX Stat Standards Dan Gillman United States 
SDMX/DDI Dialogue Steven Vale UNECE 
DDI Alliance Mary Vardigan United States 
OECD Microdata Access Group Mariarosa Lunati OECD 
OECD SIS-CC Jonathan Challener OECD 
Data without Boundaries Roxane Silberman DwB 
CSPA Project Thérèse Lalor Australia 
FSFSM Project Thérèse Lalor Australia 
ESS VIP Programme Ms. Mariana Kotzeva Eurostat 
Nordic/Netherlands Group   
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