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Eighty-fourth session of the Inland Transport Committee (ITC) that will mark its seventy-fifth 
anniversary 
I. Background 
The Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) was founded in 1947, so its eighty-fourth session (22-25 February 2022) will mark its 
seventy-fifth anniversary. In the last 75 years, the ITC and its subsidiary bodies provided an 
intergovernmental forum for Member States to forge tools for economic cooperation and negotiate 
and adopt international legal instruments on inland transport. Due to unique historical circumstances, 
ECE/ITC is the custodian of both global and regional transport conventions that form the basis of 
regulatory governance for sustainable inland transport and mobility (see Annex). More than half of 
the Conventions serviced by the Committee have Contracting Parties that are non-ECE member 
States. Among the 193 United Nations Member States, 151 States (78 per cent) are Contracting 
Parties to at least one legal instrument on inland transport, in addition to 2 Permanent Observers and 
one non-State Contracting Party. These legal instruments are considered indispensable for developing 
efficient, harmonized and integrated, safe and sustainable inland transport systems. 
II. Anniversary ministerial 
The Anniversary Ministerial will be on  “75 Years of Inland Transport Committee: Connecting 
Countries and Driving Sustainable Mobility” (A/C/E/F/R/S) (22 February 2022, 10 a.m. - 6 pm).  
 
The Ministerial will be opened with:  

• Opening statements and the launch of the 75th Anniversary publication “75 Years of Inland 
Transport Committee – 75 Documents that Changed the World of Transport” and     

• A Ministerial keynote from the host country (H.E Ms. Simonetta Sommaruga, former 
President of the Swiss Confederation and current Head (Minister) of the Federal Department 
of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communication of Switzerland).  

The opening will be followed by three consecutive Ministerial panels on:  

• Ministerial Panel I: ITC – The United Nations Platform to promote inland transport 
connectivity 

• Ministerial Panel II: ITC – Achieving a decade of delivery for Road Safety 
• Ministerial Panel III: ITC – Inland transport as a catalyst of sustainable mobility and 

sustainable development  



At the end of the ministerial segment, the debates will be followed by the adoption and signing by 
Ministers and other Heads of Delegations of a ministerial resolution on the occasion of the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the Committee on “Ushering in a decade of delivery for sustainable inland 
transport and sustainable development”, with extensive references to Road Safety.  

III. Road-safety associated side events 

The Anniversary Ministerial will be enriched with road safety-related side events on:  

o Global Road Safety Film Festival (21-22 February 2022); 

o Automation, Connectivity and E-mobility (21 February); 

o Used Cars side event (23 February). 

For more information, visit us at: https://itc-75th-anniversary.unece.org/. 

  

https://itc-75th-anniversary.unece.org/


Annex 

Today, ITC services 59 United Nations inland transport conventions.  Several of the Conventions are 
global either by design or because their success has caused them to grow beyond the UNECE region. 
In addition to negotiating the amendments to existing legal instruments, ITC has been active in 
facilitating new legal instruments. Its normative activities are enhanced with developing 
methodologies, guidelines, and definitions on subjects such as transport planning, data collection and 
the collection of transport statistics.  

ITC functions with the support of the work of its 20 Working Parties which are in turn supported by 
more than 40 formal and informal expert groups and in cooperation with 11 Treaty bodies 
(Administrative Committees). 

Annual sessions of ITC are the crown moments of this comprehensive intergovernmental work, when 
its results from all subsidiary bodies and secretariat, as well as the UNECE Sustainable Transport 
Division, are presented to ITC members and contracting parties.  

In addition to servicing ITC and its subsidiary bodies, the Division also services other 
intergovernmental bodies including the ECOSOC Committee of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of 
Chemicals, as well as 11 treaty bodies of United Nations legal instruments and the TIR Executive 
Board. In cooperation with ESCAP, UNECE Transport supports the United Nations Special 
Programme for the Economies of Central Asia.  It also annually alternates with ESCAP as the 
secretariat to the SPECA Thematic Working Group on Sustainable Transport, Transit and 
Connectivity. In cooperation with the UNECE Environment Division and WHO Europe, the division 
services the Transport, Health and Environment Pan-European Programme (THE PEP). It ensures the 
management and oversight of the Trans-European North-South Motorway (TEM) and the Trans-
European Railway (TER) projects. Finally, since 2015, UNECE hosts the secretariat of the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety and since 2018 the secretariat of the 
United Nations Road Safety Fund (UNRSF). Additionally, as part of the United Nations, the ITC 
secretariat has been responsible supporting the accession and implementation of the legal instruments 
through policy dialogues, technical assistance, and analytical activities with the priority of promoting 
regional and subregional cooperation and capacity-building. 
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