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https://web.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/global-mercury-supply-trade-and-demand
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COP-4, Nov 2022 (online) and Mar 2023 (in-person, Bali)

Decision Summary
MC-4/3: Review and amendment of annexes A 

and B 

• Amended Annex A by adding eight products to phase out by 

2025 and new provisions on dental amalgam.

• Intersessional work to prepare for COP-5 consideration.

MC-4/4: Artisanal and small-scale gold mining • Updated NAP guidance.

MC-4/5: Mercury releases • Adopted inventory guidance.

• Intersessional work on BAT/BEP guidance.
MC-4/6: Mercury waste thresholds • Intersessional work on mercury waste thresholds.

MC-4/7: Second review of the financial 

mechanism

• Intersessional work following the TOR.

MC-4/8: National reporting • Called on parties on import consent forms and identification 

of mercury stocks.

• Intersessional work on reporting guidance.
MC-4/10: Gender mainstreaming • Intersessional work toward gender action plan.

MC-4/11: The first effectiveness evaluation • Adopted framework and established an Open Ended 

Scientific Group
MC-4/12: International cooperation and 

coordination

• Linkage with UNEA outcomes and biodiversity framework.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/review-and-amendment-annexes-and-b-minamata-convention-mercury
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/annex-minamata-convention-mercury-amended-conference-parties-its-fourth-meeting
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1562
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/review-and-amendment-annexes-and-b-minamata-convention-mercury
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/guidance/nap-guidance-document
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/mercury-releases
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/guidance-methodology-preparing-inventories-releases-adopted-pursuant-paragraph-7-article
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1563
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/mercury-waste-thresholds-1
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1564
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/annex-minamata-convention-mercury-amended-conference-parties-its-fourth-meeting
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1574
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/national-reporting-pursuant-article-21-minamata-convention-mercury
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1644
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/gender-mainstreaming
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1597
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/first-effectiveness-evaluation-minamata-convention-mercury
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5#sec1565
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/first-effectiveness-evaluation-minamata-convention-mercury


Article 8 – Emissions
• Controls the emissions of total mercury to air from point sources listed in Annex D:

➢ Coal-fired power plants;

➢ Coal-fired industrial boilers;

➢ Smelting and roasting processes used in the production of non-ferrous metals (lead, zinc, copper and industrial gold);

➢ Waste incineration facilities;

➢ Cement clinker production facilities

• New sources – require the use of BAT/BEP no later than 5 year after the entry into force (EIF)

• Existing sources – implement control measures no later than 10 years after EIF

➢ Quantified control/reduction goals

➢ Emission limit values

➢ Use of BAT/BEP

➢ Multi-pollutant control strategy

➢ Alternative measures

• Each Party shall establish and maintain an inventory of emissions from relevant sources no later than 5 yeast after EIF

• COP shall adopt guidance on

➢ BAT/BEP

➢ Methodology for preparing inventories of emissions



Guidance under article 8 – COP-1 decisions in 2017

►Decision MC-1/4 
• Adopted the guidance on BAT/BEP and on support for 

parties in implementing the measures 
• Recognized that some of the measures described in the 

guidance may not be available to all parties for technical 
or economic reasons, 

• Requested parties with experience in using such 
guidance to provide the secretariat with information on 
that experience, and the secretariat to compile such 
information and to update the guidance as necessary.

►Decision MC-1/16
• Adopted the guidance on criteria that parties may 

develop to identify emission sources, and on the 
methodology for emission inventories.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/document-download/modal/3342
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/document-download/modal/3342


Article 9 – Releases
• Controls the releases of total mercury to land and water from relevant point sources identified by parties not addressed in 
other provisions of the Convention.

• Each Party shall identify relevant point source categories no later than 3 year after the entry into force (EIF)

• A Party with relevant sources shall take measures to control releases. The measures shall include one of more of the 
following, as appropriate:

➢ Release limit values

➢ Use of BAT/BEP

➢ Multi-pollutant control strategy

➢ Alternative measures

• Each Party shall establish and maintain an inventory of releases from relevant sources no later than 5 yeast after EIF

• COP shall adopt guidance on

➢ BAT/BEP

➢ Methodology for preparing inventories of emissions



Guidance under article 9 – Decision MC-4/5

►COP-4 Decision MC-4/5
• Adopted the guidance on methodologies for release 

inventories, including a list of potentially relevant point 
source categories.

• Requested the group of technical experts (established 
by COP-2) to develop guidance on BAT/BEP in line with 
a road map.

►Group of technical experts on mercury releases
• Reviewed the information on national regulations or 

industry practices relating to the control of mercury 
releases from relevant sources.

• Aims to post the first draft of the guidance on the 
website in December 2022 with a commenting period 
until February 2023, and finalize the draft as COP-5 
document based on the comments and input.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/mercury-releases
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/guidance-methodology-preparing-inventories-releases-adopted-pursuant-paragraph-7-article
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/road-map-development-guidance-best-available-techniques-and-best-environmental-practices


Decision MC-4/11: The first effectiveness evaluation of the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury

On the first effectiveness evaluation, COP-4 agreed to:

▪ Begin the effectiveness evaluation at COP-4, and to further consider its timeline at COP-5

▪ Adopt the framework of the effectiveness evaluation

▪ Establish the Open-Ended Scientific Group (including its terms of reference)

▪ Continue to consider the effectiveness evaluation including the terms of reference of an Effectiveness Evaluation Group

▪ Request the secretariat to support an intersessional process to refine the list of indicators for adoption at COP-5

▪ Encourage Parties to provide support considering the geographic and scientific gaps identified for the effectiveness evaluation

Five products to be prepared for COP-5:

(a) Article 21 Synthesis Report (plan and report)

(b) Trade, Supply and Demand Report (plan and report)

(c) Plan for Emissions and Releases Data Summary

(d) Plan for Monitoring Data Compilation and Summary

(e) Plan for Data Analysis based on the Monitoring Guidance



• Open Ended Scientific Group (OESG) started working online in June 2022, and will meet face-to-face in March 2023.

• Decision MC-4/11 refers to the monitoring guidance document submitted to COP-4.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/guidance-monitoring-mercury-and-mercury-compounds-support-effectiveness-evaluation-0


►OESG is to develop a scientific report compiling, analyzing and 
synthesizing monitoring data, evaluating the Hg levels and 
draw conclusions.

►This intersessional period focuses on three plans: 
i. plan for the monitoring data compilation and summary
ii. plan for data analysis consistent with the monitoring 

guidance
iii. plan for a summary of available emissions and releases 

data

►At a second stage, OESG was tasked to implement the plans to 
deliver:

i. the monitoring data compilation and summary,
ii. the data analysis addressing the guiding questions 

outlined in the monitoring guidance
iii. summary of available emissions and releases data

►OESG started to work online in June 2022, and meet face-to-
face in late March 2023

Open-Ended Scientific Group (OESG) for effectiveness evaluation



►Inventories under Articles 8 and 9 – reported as part of national 
reporting under Article 21

• Dedicated inventories for the Convention or mass-balance 
studies

• Emission inventory under the UNECE Air Convention and other 
regional initiatives

• National or regional pollutant releases and transfer registers 
(PRTR)

• National inventories developed also as part of Minamata Initial 
Assessments (MIA). 

►Inventories from scientific initiatives

• Global Mercury Assessment 

• Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP)

• Emission Database for Global Atmospheric Research (EDGAR)

• Streets et.al. (2017, 2019)

• …..

Plan for emission and release data summary – data sources

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/reporting/2021
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/minamata-initial-assessments


If you are interested….

The group of technical experts on 
mercury releases works online, and 
welcomes participation of non-
members.

Parties and other organizations can 
nominate experts to a roster to support 
the work of the Open-Ended Scientific 
Group for effectiveness evaluation.

For further information, please visit 
webpage on intersessional work.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-5


Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme
11-13, Chemin des Anémones - 1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org
TWITTER: @minamataMEA​

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click

